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IMPARTIAL NOT NEDTRAL. 


“SQUEEZE” AND THE 


COUNCIL 
Apr. 2.7 
Tue following article was sent us 
on the 3ist ult, when we 


were writing in advocacy of two 
Chinese members on the Council. 
Its author is one who ‘knows the 
Chinese well, who sympathizes with 
their aspirations and certainly does 
not underrate the new currents now 
moving amongst them. What he 
says will, we fear, be disagreeable 
to our Chinese readers. But, 
out receding from. the posi jon 
we took yesterday, we publish 
partly on the accepted ground 
of giving “the other side” 
in a matter of great controversy, 
partly because we think it only right 
that the Chinese should under- 
stand clearly on what the main force 
of opposition to their desire for 
representation on the Council will 
rest, 


About thirty years ago a series 
of articles appeared in the ‘North 
China Daily News’’ on the char- 
acteristics of the Chinese. As 
sincerity is regarded by them as 
one of their ‘‘Five Constant 
Virtues,"’ there was one article 
nlitled ‘“The Absence of Sincer- 
"in the course of which the 
thor remarked that 

















“an interesting volume remains to 
be written by someone who has the 
requisite knowledge, on the theory 
and practice of Chinese squeezes, a 
practice which extends from the 
emperor on his throne to the lowest 
beggar in the empire. With that 
practical sagacity for which they are 
so deservedly noted, the Chinese 
have reduced this business to a per- 
fect system which can no more be 
escaped than’ one can escape the 
pressure of the atmosphere. Vicious 
and demoralizing as the system is, 
it is not easy to see how it can be 
done away with, except by a com- 
plete reorganization of the empire.” 


Since the words were written a 
generation has passed away, there 


has been a complete reorganiza- 
tion of the government of the 





country, but the system of squeez- 
ing remains unchanged. 

Why is it that the Chinese 
seem incapable of riding the body 
politic of this corroding evil? Its 
root appears to lie in the belief or 
conviction of the Chinese that, 
despite all the virtuous maxims of 
their sages, squeezing is not mor- 
ally wrong in the practical affairs 
of every-day life. What is squeez- 
ing? Is it stealing, peculation, or 
embezzlement? The Chinese do 
not so regard it. Is it unearned 
income or increment? No; for 
to squeeze skilfully and judicious- 
ly, so that the victim will not be 
goaded to desperation, often re- 
quires diligent and careful plan- 
ning and the squeezer thinks him- 
self fully entitled to all his gains. 


h-1 (Ve have not seen a definition of 


the word that would be quite 
acceptable to the Chinese. For 
our own part, we define it as a 
form of taxation without repre- 
sentation, which the taxer or 
squeezer imposes to satisfy his 
own conception of the require- 
ments of his position. It is 
sanctioned by ancient and un- 
broken custom, which in itself is 
almost sufficient to make it a 
virtue in the eyes of the Chinese, 
and it is in accordance with the 
ancient and reasonable injunction 
not to muzzle an ox when it 
treadeth out the corn. It is only 
when the ox eats all the corn and 
then turns and tramples on its 
owners that the Chinese are in- 
clined to think the animal is going 
a little too far in the enforcement 
of its rights and privileges. 

Herein is one of the great differ- 
ences between Western lands and 
China. In the former there is 
stili, no doubt, much politica! and 
municipal corruption; but there 
is, and always has been, a strong 
force of public opinion that con- 
demns squeezing and“ similar 
offences, and in the long run it is 
usually able to bring the offenders 
to justice. 

‘The annual meeting of ratepay- 
ers will take place on the 7th and 
the important question of Chinese 
representation on the Municipal 
Council will be raised. There is 
a large number of ratepayers who 














recognize that the municipality-is 
a living, growing organism, which 
it would be a’ mistake to hold 
down too closely to the provisions 
of the original grants and treaties ; 
and not being animated by racial 
prejudices they sympathize with 
all legitimate and expedient 
aspirations of the Chinese in the 
Settlement for self-government in 
municipal affairs. But what these 
ratepayers most desire in this con- 
nexion is that Shanghai shall be 
honestly and capably governed, 
and they are ready to oppose-any- 
one of any nationality on the 
Council or connected with it, who 
is incompetent or not above 
suspicion. Hence they do not 
regard the proposed change with 
favour. The previous record of a 
Chinese nominee may be unobjec- 
tionable and he may not have the 
power as a councillor to confer 
favours or even the inclination to 
receive gifts; but nearly all his 
countrymen in the Settlement 
will think he bas this power and 
inclination and will act according- 

He will be a most remark- 
able man if he is able to with- 
stand the tremendous pressure of 
the system so as to avoid even the 
appearance of evil. Whether he 
is strong or weak the whole 
morale of the municipal service 
will be weakened by the appoint- 
ment. When the Chinese gener- 
ally have learned that public 
office is a public trust and_can 
point to some well governed cities 
under their own officials, it will be 
time enough to make the change. 














The volume on squeezing has 
not yet been written, probably be-“ 
cause there is such a superabun- 

dance of material, and no one 

wishes to see a chapter in it on 

the decline and fall of the model 

Settlement. Eloquent speeches 
will doubtless be made at the . 
meeting by the champions of the 

Chinese; but if the fears: and 

doubts here expressed are not 

squarely met and overcome, the 

eloquence will be wasted on the 

ratepayers we have mentioned ; 

and if they vote against the 

change, let it be clearly under~ 

stood that race has nothing to do 

with it. 
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THE TWO QUESTIONS 
FOR TO-DAY 


Chinese and Council 


Apr. 

Berore ratepayers assemble at 
the Town Hall this afternoon it 
may be well to sum up the main 
points on the two great questions 
which they have to decide : Chin- 
ese representation on the Council 
and finance. As regards the form- 
er the Couneil are proposing an 
Advisory Committee. An amend- 
ment is to be moved in favour of 
Chinese councillors, and before 
that amendment was published 
we were writing in support of the 
same principle. The best argu- 
ment for an Advisory Committee 
is that it would provide a training 
ground against the day of direct 
vepresentation. On the other 
hand, it would be difficult to de- 
fine the Committee’s duties satis- 
factorily ; it would be an isolated 
body devoid of the moral support 
of actual partnership in the Coun- 
cil and thus subject to all kinds of 
outside influences; and in this 
way, in times of popular agitation, 
a deadlock might arise which only 
the employment of force could 
solve. Two Chinese councillors 
would be infinitely more  gratify- 
ing to Chinese amour propre ; they 
would be able to put the Chinese 


case on any matter under diseus- 
sion more directly and effectively 


than ‘any Advisory Committee 
could do; and when, after full de- 
hate, the matter was decided by 
the majority, they would be able 
to shelter themselves behind that 
vote against attempted pressure 
fvom any quarter, with full know- 
ledge of the reasons which had 
prompted it. 

The strongest objection to Chin- 
ese councillors is that they would 
use information. gained at Council 








meetings for their own en- 
richment. We believe that 
the chances of that hap- 
pening are little, if at all 
greater, with Chinese coun- 
cillors than with Chinese com- 
mitteemen. Even as matters 


stand. it is practically impossible 
to prevent speculators from _get- 
ting wind of what the Council de- 
bates with the most careful se- 
crecy. And if a Chinese council- 
lor were suspected of graft, things 
could be made so hot for him that 
he wonld suffer irretrievable loss 
of face. For this question of 
“squeeze” has been very freely, 
even brutally canvassed of late, 








and there is nowadays a large and 
increasing body of Chinese public 
opinion very sensitive to the slur 
on national standards and ready 
to resent any conduct which would 
substantiate it. 

And above all, these suspicions 
are fatal to that broad and states- 
manlike spirit in which the ques- 
tion ought to be approached. We 
are nearly all agreed that the time 
has come to admit Chinese to 
some sort of share in the govern- 
ance of Shanghai. It is, there- 
fore, useless to harp on the techni- 
cal point that Chinese who come 
to live in Shanghai must, accept 
the conditions they find. Since 
then, we are going to make a 
change, let us invoke boldness, 
that supreme virtue of true states- 
manship, and make such a change 
as will not only be the best ap- 
peasement of Chinese feeling but 
the strongest appeal to their sense 
of gratitude and responsibility. 
We are told that Chinese coun- 
cillors would be “‘the thin end of 
the wedge.’ But that wedge, if 
ever driven, will come  indepen- 
dently of any action of ours. Fifty 
years hence or even less, China 
will either have justified the claim 
for abolition of exterritoriality or 
she will have been reduced to the 
state of a protectorate. Mean- 

hile, the truly liberal policy has 
never yet failed to prove itself also 
most truly far-sighted, as in the 
case of Great Britain handing 
back Sonth Africa to the Boers. 
‘Chat is the spirit in which we 
urge that ratepayers will consider 
the Chinese request for represen- 











tation in the government of 
Shanghai. 

Finance 
The above word, like ‘“‘all 





Gaul’’, might be divided into three 
parts: Is it necessary to borrow 
the enormous sums which will be 
asked this afternoon? Is it de- 
sirable to do so? Can we afford 
it? Briefly, the Council is asking 
for permission to borrow Tis. 
4,800,000, of which the Electri- 
city Department requires Tis. 
800,000 against the six—it 
seems not unlikely to be nearer 
seven—tillions which it wants to 
spend on extensions during this 
and the next two years. This 
loan, if granted, will bring up our 
debt since and including the year 
1910, to the enormous total of Tis. 
18,847,500. 

Seeing that other, much need- 
ed, public enterprises have had to 
be neglected during the past year 
or two, owing to the difficulty of 
floating loans due to high ex- 
change, it would seem as if there 





were no help for the two millions 
needed for general purposes. But 
can this be said of the electricity 
loan? 

In order to get the money we 
must either borrow at a large dis- 
count and high rate of interest; or 
gamble in premium bonds, a meth- 
od which the British Parliament 
recently rejected owing to its ex- 
treme uncertainty; or float gold 
loans, also frowned upon by many 
owing to the notorious caprices of 
exchange ; or adopt a combination 
of all three methods. The Coun- 
cil asks for a free hand to choose 
which way it likes. But this we 
think most undesirable. If the 
electricity extensions are granted, 
let them be paid for by a gold loan 
in the countries where plant, 
bought for gold, purchased. 
This will put electricity loans in 
a class by themselves and ptevent 
them from interfering with loans 
for other purposes. 


But should those extensions be 
granted, at any rate just now? Let 
us remember that they are aimed 
to provide power and*practically 
nothing else. Light, heat and 
traction are to all intents negli- 
gible. Is it necessary or desirable 
that we should strain every nerve, 
perhaps with serious embarrass- 
ment to ourselves, to make Shang- 
hai so largely industrial? What 
practical benefit do these mills, to 
no small extent the property | of 
absentee shareholders, bring to the 
average ratepayer, who has no 
other home to look to but Shany- 
hai, comparable with the destruc- 
tion they wreak on the amenities 
of the place? The purely com- 
mercial competition of other towns 
in the Yangtze valley, greatly as 
it has increased, has done us no 
harm yet and can surely be dis- 
regarded at least until the world 
situation is more assured. 

For this is no time when we 
ought to be borrowing more than 
is absolutely indispensable. Every- 
where there are excuses for spend- 
ing and only a few voices crying 
retrenchment in a wilderness of 
extravagance. We have heard 
the Treasurer's grave warning of 
“the inevitable financial strain’’ 
which these ever rising loans are 
putting upon us, and we ought not 
to disregard him. Unless the 
Flectricity Committee can prove, 
as they have not yet done, that 
these loans are indispensable, that 
if mills come and ask for power 
we have no option but to give it 
them (although during the war we 
refused often enough), and that 
the Department will lose ground 
unless it extends (a difficult thing 
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to believe in face of its annual re- 
port), then we think that rate- 
payers should say, “No, we will 
not borrow, we will be content 
with the flourishing business that 
we have; we will not seek to ex- 
tend it until money is cheaper (0 
get and the world more securely 
ut peace.” 





THE RATEPAYERS 


MEETING 
apr. 8. 


Five’ hours of heavy speeches 
in an atmosphere hourly grow- 
ing heavier do not leave the 
critical faculty in its clearest 
statd, Butreflexion on the course 
of yesterday's meeting may not 
impossibly bring some regrets. 
‘The agenda paper was obviously 
too long for proper treatment in 
the time at disposal, with the 
result that too much time was 
given to some things and. not 
enough to others, while the 
special meeting to pass the Press 
By-law went to the winds for 
want of @ quorum and was never 
recaptured. A good deal less 
than insufficient attention was 
given to the question of finance. 
Mr. Burkill, whom we should 
like to compliment on the ad- 
mirable lucidity and_ terseness 
of his speech, proved the wisdom 
of a maxim which he has follow- 
ed successfully for several years 
in the hunting field: that of never 
craning at fences. He asked for 
what he wanted in a  straight- 
forward, businesslike manner 
and got it without a murmur. 
Nobody even questioned his 
rather improbable assumption 
that it would be no easier to 
borrow two or three years hence 
than it is now. On second 
thoughts, however, if ratepayers 
continue to sanction vast loans 
with the easy assurance that they 
showed yesterday, Mr. Burkill’'s 
prediction seems likely to be veri- 
fied. The rejection of Mr. Ezra’s 
gold loan, and of Mr. Holliday’s 
anti-premium bonds, amendments 
was presumably due to reluc- 
tance on the part of ratepayers 
to fetter the Council. It does 
not, however, seem to have been 
realized that this casts on the 
Council a heavy responsibility. 
Sooner or later ratepayers will 
have to brace themselves to that 
searching inquiry into the whole 
question of municipal finance 
which they shirked yesterday. 

Two other discussions which 
ended curiously were those on 











the Vice-Committee’s and the 
Volunteer Corps Commission’s 
reports. The latter was an ex- 
cellent example of the rashness 
of assuming that people read all 
the Municipal Gazette. When 
Mr. Pearce said that he had 
nothing to add to the Council’s 
letter to the Commission of 
April 6, very few people in a 
very thinly occupied hall probably 
knew to what he was referring. 
Had they realized that the Com- 
mission had exposed itself to the 
charge of censuring the ,Com- 
wandant and Mr. Cubitt without 
giving either an opportunity of 
stating his case, and of making 
most misleading statements about 
the resignations from ‘“B’’ Com- 
pany, they would possibly have 
recorded a different vote. The 
unmerited snub thus given makes 
no practical difference to the 
management of the Corps but is 
none the less regrettable. In 
respect of the Vice-Committee’s 
report, the community apparently 
stands committed to a system of 
licensing and annual withdrawal 
of licences tending to the eventual 
total abolition of brothels. It is 
a noble ideal but how far it will 
go to extinguishing commercial- 
ed vice in | Shanghai is another 
matter. 

The great event of the day 
was, of course, the fact that for 
the first time in its history 
Shanghai formally recognized the 
justice of the Chinese claim to 
participate in the governance of 
the Settlement. For that, dis- 
guise it as we may, is what the 
appointment of an Advisory Com- 
mittee really means. The same 
principle was aired in 1915 but 
not in the same way. Then it 
was part of a bargain. Yesterday 
it stood alone, conspicuous, as a 
thing in itself. That Mr. Little’s 
and Mr. Ezra’s resolution would 
be thrown out, was a foregone 
conclusion. Public opinion is 
not yet ripe for the admission of 
Chinege councillors, and it must 
be admitted that the frightful 
misgovernment and confusion 
prevailing jn China to-day and 
the fact that in no Chinese city 
have the rank and file of Chin- 
ese the least share in the spend- 
ing of taxes they pay—although, 
as Mr. Little quite justly 
observed, these arguments have 
nothing to do with the case— 
would not dispose the foreign 
public more kindly towards an 
undoubtedly radical innovation. 
Meanwhile the Chinese of Shang- 


hai have been provided with a| ¢ 


means of making their opinions 





heard in the management of 
Shenghai on which we congratu- 
late them warmly. If the full 
measure of their wishes has not 
yet been granted, a means has 
been placed at their disposal of 
proving, through the training 
ground of the Advisory Com- 
mittee, the feasibility of their 
claim to higher honours. ‘The 
significance of yesterday’s debate, 
from all points of view, will not 
be lost upon them. 

This article must not close 
without reference to the special 
tributes paid to Sir Havilland de 
Sausmarez, to Mr. Pearce and to 
Major Trueman. To have pre- 
sided at some twenty ordinary 
and extraordinary meetings of 
ratepayers is no mean achieve- 
ment and no easy one; and the 
salver presented to Sir Havilland 
is certainly no more than is due 
to his patient ‘endurance and 
skilful control of much intract- 
able oratory. As for Major True- 
man, the Settlement is indeed 
indebted to his selfless and untir- 
ing patriotism. May the wheels 
of his motor-car glide as smoothly 
down the ways of life as have 
the five years of his command. 
For Mr. Pearce a last word. No 
such service has ever been borne 
by one man on behalf of the com- 
munity, and it is impossible to 
find words of adequate recogni- 
tion of all he has done. No pri- 
vate claim has been allowed to 
stand in the way of his duties 
as Chairman, and of those duties 
no man has ever taken a wider 
or more unselfish view. It is the 
sincere wish of all his fellow- 
residents of all nationalities that 
Mr. Pearce may live many years 
to enjoy his release from the 
municipal burthens he has 80 
long, so ably and so untiringly 
upheld. 








Tue Communist party in Vladi- 
vostok has passed a. resolution 
which was approved of by the Re- 
volutionary Military Commission 
boycotting Japanese goods. Boycost 
on some of the Japanese goods has 
already begun in tho city. 





Accorpixe to a Peking news 
agency, General Wang, Tuchun of 
Hupek, on account of lack of. funds 
to settle the arrears of the soldiers’ 
pay in that province, has sent a 
request to the Central Government 
for permission to float a loan for 
$120,000 with two banks in Hankow. 
The security will be the surplus 
funds from the wine and tobacco tax 
and the loan will be refunded by 
12 monthly instalments. It is under- 
that permission has. been 
granted. 
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THE NEW FINANCE 
AND CHINA 
Apr. 9. 


Tie important and convincing 
article by Mr. 'T. W. Lamont 
which we published yesterday 
will, we hope, be read far and 
wide by Chinese. It should, we 
think, ‘reassure them not only of 
the entirely benevolent inten- 
tions of the Consortium towards 
China as a whole, but also that 
that instrument represents a 
genuine attempt on the part of 
the four Powers concerned to 
ensure the restoration of order 
in China so far as they can go 
without naked intervention. That 
is an aspect of the Consortium 
on which too great stress can- 
not be laid, for there can be no 
question but that it is mistrustfully 
regarded by the only articulate 
body of public opinion in China 
that can be heard. Just as the 
Szechuan railway loan of 1909 
was looked on by Young China as 
a means provided by the _for- 
eigner for the riveting of Man- 
chu power upon the country, so 
it is feared that, by the Consor- 
tium’s aid to-day, the militarists 
of Peking and the provinces will 
strengthen their’ hold beyond 
hope of breaking. ‘‘ We are 
afraid that they (the militarists) 
will negotiate with the New Con- 
sortium for a large loan with 
which they will oppress the 
people and fill their private 
purses,” wrote certain Chinese 
associations to Mr. Lamont last 
Monday. And a little later on 
in the same letter, the like bitter 
mistrust is expressed of Japan. 

How misplaced are these doubts 
as regards the Consortium’s in- 
tentions towards Peking may be 
realized, not only from Mr. 
Tamont’s clear statement, but 
also from the undisguised dis- 

+ may with which the capital 
regards his approach. In an 
obviously inspired article the 
“Peking Daily News” said a 
few days ago:— 

In connexion with Mr. Lamont’s 
arrival in the Chinese capital, it 
is reported that the Government 
considers that the understanding 
arrived at between the American 
financier and the Japanese and 
British financiers during Mr. 
Lamont’s stay in Tokio is greatly 
detrimental to Chinese interest 
and welfare, since the terms un- 
der which these foreign financiers 
agreed to extend loans to China 
are reported to be very strict and 
unreasonable. It is also reported| 
that such terms are calculated to 


secure a supervising control of/ would be the chief loser.’ 





Chinese finance, which will be ham- 
pered when these strict conditions 
are actually enforced. 

The ingenuity of that  state- 
ment, as deliberately aimed to 
excite popular feeling against 
the Consortium, lies in the use 
of the words ‘‘ Chinese interest 
and welfare’ and ‘‘ Chinese 
finance."’ Had it put “Peking” all 
through for ‘‘China” and ‘‘Chin- 
ese,”’ it would not perhaps have 
been very wide of the mark. As 
it stands, it is entirely and mali- 
ciously misleading. "It is pre- 
cisely for the guardianship of 
Chinese interest and welfare and 
Chinese finance, with the widest 
possible application to the whole 
country that the Consortium has 
been evolved. As Mr. Lamont 
wrote yesterday, ‘* the Consortium 
will be ready to undertake opera- 
tions only in the event that the 
people of China desire it to do 
so’’; ‘‘the Consortium is under 
a heavy responsibility to the 
Chinese people "’; “ the organiza- 
tion of some proper system of 
audit must be mutually worked 
out, so that we may be certain 
as to the proper application of 
loan funds. Such an audit plan 
does not interfere with China’ 
right to govern her own affair 
Tt is to put a definite stop to 
the era of small, ruinous borrow- 
ings that the Consortium has 
been formed, to lend the money 
to China which, through mis- 











government, she unquestionably | 


leeds as a preliminary step to 
ordered government, but to lend 
it in such a way that the Chin- 
ese nation shall surely and un- 
reservedly benefit by every penny. 
That is why Peking fears and 
traduces the Consortium, and 
why the Chinese people should 
welcome it. 

But, it will be objected, Japan 
will never seriously cooperate in 
an undertaking so fatal to the 
system, or want of system, from 
which she has obviously derived 
so many advantages. Doubts on 
this point, it must regretfully be 
id, are not confined to Chinese. 
Were it, indeed, not for them, 
Mr. Lamont would never have 
gone tb Tokio. On this point, 
two things are to be said. In 
the first place Mr. Lamont found 
the Japanese bankers, when cer- 
fain misapprehensions had been 
removed, “‘ unanimous in their 
desire to enter the Consortium 
without reservation.” And he 
adds that if the Japanese Gov- 
ernment withholds its consent, 
he apprehends “‘that Japan 
The 








significance of that need not be 
dwelt on here but must not be 
overlooked. The second point 
to bear in mind is that Mr. 
Lamont, as his previous utter- 
ances have shown; is not un- 
hopeful of the success of his 
mission in Japan, and those who 
are personally acquainted with 
him will recognize that he is not 
prone to untutored optimism. 
That new currents of thought 
exist and are daily growing 
stronger in Japan, cannot be 
doubted, new views of interna- 
tional politics, new desires for 
new and genuine friendship with 
China. We are not looking for 
the millennium. But there can 
be no doubt that the more the 
people of China open their minds 
to the expectation of friendship 
and fair dealing from Japan, the 
greater will be the strength of 
the liberal party in the Island 
Empire and the more speedily 
will come the discomfiture of 
mnilitarism and reaction in both 
countries, 





Rumours circulating in 


are 
official circles which seem to in- 


| dicate that the Canton Military 
Government is in a critical condi- 
tion. With the withdrawal of 
; Admiral Liu and General Tang 
Chi-yao the Administrative Coun- 
‘il cannot get a quorum of direc- 
tors together. Every train and 
boat carries away some of the ni- 
tional legislators. Those that re- 
main have received no salary for 
some time. 


Accorpine to the “Peking 
Jipao” the experiment of mixed 
education has not been a brilliant 
| suecess in the capital as it resulted 
! in the stand up fight between girl 
and boy students in the Govern- 
ment University. It appears that 
during school hours some of the 
latter attempted to ‘“‘cut out’ the 
| swains of some of the girls and 
| these becoming jealous tried to 

wreck vengeance. The government 
has dismissed all the participants 
in the scrap and have decided that 
the present moment is inopportune 
for mixed education and will drop 
the scheme. 





Tas Government has issued an 
order to the provincial authorities, 
| enjoining them te prohibit German 
| and Austrian subjects from landing 
in the country pending the re- 
| sumption of treaty relations be- 
| tween China and the Central 
| Powers. No German or Austrian 
; subject is allowed to enter this 
country unless he has obtained 
special permission from the Central 
Government or holds a passport 
issued by any of the Chinese Le- 
gations or Consulates abroad. The 
same order of prohibition will be 
applicable to non-treaty aliens of 
other nationalities. 
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NOTES & COMMENTS 


Mr. Lamont and Japan 


The statement issued through the 
Kokusai Agency relative to Mr. ‘I. 
W. Lamont’s visit to Japan is less 
satisfavtory than it appears on the 
surface. ‘here are sentences in 
the telegram published to-day 
which put the reality of the allege 1 
agreement very much in doubt. 
For example: “If the Japanese 
Government approves the ideas: “i 
its banking group”; and again, 
“The Consortium does not _ desire 











to make any change in the 
established rights of any Power.” 
The latter stipulation + might 


obviously ke played on almost wit'- 
out end to wreck the Consortium’s 
undertakings. Again, one cannot 
but ask what the approval of the 
Japanese Government is real!y 
worth when it comes to finance in 
China. It was presumably with 
the approval of its Government 
that the Japanese banking grou> 
agreed with the other three groups, 
in February, to lend £5,000,000 to 
Peking, which was to be spent only 
under strict supervision; and it 
was also apparently with ther 
Government's approval that an 
other group of Japanese promptly 
lent Peking Y.9,0¢0,000 which it 
was to play ducks and drakes with 
as it pleased and subsequently re 
pay out of the money Which the 
other side of the Japanese Govern- 
ment had just said was to be strict- 
ly controlled. The problem ot 
Japanese cooperation in the Con- 
sortium is nov financial but politic- 
al. » ‘There seem to be two Govern- 
ments in Japan, and if Mr. Lamoav 
can tell us which he has been tala- 
ing with, we may have better rea- 
son than yet appears to share his 
optimism. 





Naval Competition 


That is rather a mysterious tele- 
gram summarizing Mr. Walter 
Long’s statement on the report 
that the American Navy will equal 
the British in another three years 
Such statements usually take pains, 
to prove reports of this kind 
wrong. The First Lord apparently 
did his best to show that facts were 
even worse than rumour—with the 
United States estimates actually 
£44,000,000 more than the British, 
comparisons of naval personnel 
already to our disadvantage and 
likely to grow more so. The only 
possible conclusion is that Mr. 
Long was deliberately trying to 
frighten the nation with prospects 
of Great Britain’s losing that 
naval supremacy which is indis- 
pensable to the safety of the 
Empire. Thet is a point on which 
public opinion, labour and paci- 
fists notwithstanding, is easily and 
rightly aroused. On the other 
hand what terrible irony of cir- 
cumstanco if, the war having been 
fought which was to end wars and 
which did to some extent spring 
from competition in armaments, 
we are now to be involved in a 
fresh naval competition, assuredly 
not of our choosing yet which we 
cannot well decline- 





General Commerce 


The report of the Shanghai 
General Chamber of Commerce. 
issued in anticipation of the annual 
meeting on the 13th instant, comes 
to remind us that the activities of 
the Chamber, though perhaps in 
recent years a little obscured, are 
certainly not extinguished by the 
development of national chambers 
Four nationalities are represented 
on the Committee of 11 members, 
and they undoubtedly accomplished 
much useful work in the past year. 
Not the least interesting topic was 
the proposed rebuilding of the 
Customs House, as a substitute for 
which the Commissioner suggested 
a branch Customs House two anil 
a half miles below the Garden 
Bridge The Chamber replied. 
cautiously, that there was certainly 
need of 2 Customs examinatis1 
station at Yangtszepoo, and, when 
this had been in working for some 
time. they would be in a better 
position to give advice on 
whole question of rebuilding. 
Cognate to this question was also 
the discussion of larger jetties and 
increased accommodation for 
passengers and baggage, and pos- 
sibly a new wharf and baggage shed 
near Lay Road. An attempt by 
the Municipal Council to increase 
the wharfage dues on silk, .tea, 
treasure and other articles to the 
full amount permitted by the Land 
Regulations is recorded. Against 
this the Chamber kicked violently 
and “the question now remains in 
abeyance.” Dredging the Soochoy 
Creek and the Wayside Bar, the 
pilotage service, dollar shortage, 
the handling of explosives and (need 
it be added?) telegram delays also 
engaged the Chamber's attentio::. 
The total membership was 95 
against 107 in the previous year. 
Here there is room for improve- 
ment. with benefit to all 


A Chapter Closed 


It is but a few months since we 
were discussing the menace to 
Moscow from Denikin’s army. 
To-day that army has ceased to 
exist, and its brave ieader is 
practically an exile, and so far as 
can be judged the civil war in 
Russia is at end. Of war, as we 
knew. it from 1914 to 1918, there 
has been little during the past few 
months. For instance when Ad- 
miral Koltchak’s army was in its 
final retreat, there was practically 
no fighting. Reports wero sent out 
from time to time of a gallant 
stand being made, but recent 
arrivals from Siberia tell us that 
these were doubtful. The moral of 
the army had gone, and the whole 
retreat was in the nature of a 
sauve-gui-peut. _ Doubtless _ the 
same occurred in General Deni- 
kin’s army, and the last unhappy 
phases saw warfare in its most 
feeble aspect. Nor is it surpris- 
ing. The army which the Grand 
Duke set in motion against Hin- 
denburg in 1914 has vanished from 
the earth, and in the forces col- 
lected to combat Bolshevism were 
neither the tradition of military 
glory nor, as an effective substitute, 
enthusiasm for a cause. 


























The Unknown Author 


Among the interesting items in- 

cluded in a recent Home mail was 
a report of a performance by the 
Incorporated Stage Society of two 
plays written M. Willson Disher, 
and in speaking of the policy of 
the society in producing a play by 
a pratically unknown writer, the 
critic says 
“One is glad to observe the Incorporat- 
ed Stage Society turn from the unex- 
purgated comedies of a past age and 
the dramatic indiscretions of great poets 
and novelists to plays by tho living 
obscure. Mut in selecting from such 
plays judgement is more than ever 
necessary, since merit is or should be 
the sole consideration.” 
With the claim on spectacular 
effect which the present-day su: 
cessful play makes and the desire 
of managers to produce nothing 
which will not prove good from 
the point of view of box-office re- 
ceipts, those writers whose work 
lies in the merit of the spoken 
word rather than the surroundings 
in which it is used are suffering 
badly at the hands of the profes- 
sional readers. The corroding in- 
fluence of luxury has fastened upon 
the stage as well as other depart- 
ments of life and the drama is 
threatened by the mere spectacle. 
Consequently, amateur theatrical 
societies have been threatened with 
extinction, a threat which is now 
passing, and their real task for the 
future seems to be that of fostering 
unknown writers by the production 
of their meritorious works, for in 
so doing they are giving the public 
what the professionals are not and 
so long as they continue to do this 
they will justify their existence. 


A Loss to the Country 

Dr. C. T. Wang, the lately returo- 
ed delegate from Versailles, was ex- 
pected to attend the Y.M.O.A. con- 
vention at Tientsin, but he remains 
in Shanghai. This is the conven- 
tion’s loss, but, if we are correctly 
informed, it is. rather more than 
that, it means a loss to the country. 
It is stated that the real reason why 
Dr. Wang did not go to Tientsin is 
that. once there, a visit to Peking. 
would have been incumbent upon 
him, and at a time like the present, 
when the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
is unpopular with politicians be- 
cause of Shantung and other thorny 
problems, it is easy to understand 
that the capital is not the most at- 
tractive place. Not only on this 
account but by reason of the general 
state of politics in the country is it 
easy to realize a reluctance to be 
associated in any way with Peking. 
We rather fear that Dr. Wang’s ab- 
stention means a break in his poli- 
tical career, and we are the more 
inclined to this view by the report 
that he means to take up business. 
He is understood to be already in- 
terested in a firm whose ramifica- 
tions are tolerably extensive, and it 
is believed that his return to active 
participation will mean a very large 
increase in capital and considerable 
expansion. Presuming that this 
view is correct, his decision is hard- 
ly surprising, for there is little 
scope in China at the moment for 
the sion-militarist. 
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The Latest Candidate 


Hungary is again talking of hav- 
ing.a king of ler own. Six months 
ago it seemed as if the Archduke 
Joseph had the crown on his head, 
but when success seemed to have 
been achieved, the Supreme Council 
disqualified kim from the competi- 
tion. That served to keep the coun- 
try quict for some three months, 
and then the people were seized 
with the idea of the ex-Emperor's 
son as a-candidate. A, youth hardly 
in his teens, he could not have done 
much harm in whatever position he 
occupied, but once more the Supreme 
Council struck him off the list. On 
that occasion the reason was that b+ 
was a Hapsburg, and the Supreme 
Council did not like Hapsburgers. 
Now it is reported that Admiral 
Horthy has approached the ex- 
Emperor Karl with an offer of the 
crown, and we may be tolerably cer- 
tain that the Council of Ambas- 
sadors, or whoever takes an interest 
in vacant thrones nowadays, will 
regard him with displeasure. In 
any case it is not at all certain that 
the ex-Emperor would care to leave 
his retreat is Switzerland. He and 
his consort were once canvassed 
about resuming the crown of Aus- 
tria, and in declining the honour the 
ex-Empress Zita made the historic 
remark that ‘Vienna had been hell 
to them.” In between these efforts 
‘Hungary has also thought. about. se- 
curing a reigning house from a new 
source, Spain being mentioned on 
one occasion. All these have been 
merely tentative measures, but some 
day the country will probably let 
herself go with a swing. 








Our Irresponsibles 


In quite its best style the “Z'okio 
Asahi? has been wiping the floor 
with members of the British 
Chambers of Commerce here, The 
latter will learn with real interest 
that they.are regarded as_ irre- 
sponsibles by our contemporary, 
who further sees in their views 
regarding the future of Tsingtao 
only another dees laid scheme for 
British aggrandizement. Alluding 
to the remarks at the annual meet- 
ing of the Chamber on the ques- 
tion at issue, the “Asahi” says:— 

‘The plan for disposing of the Tsingtao 
question adopted at the annual meeting 
of the British Chamber of Commerce 
in Shanghai on March 26 is merely one 
of some irresponsible Biitish merchants, 
aid ur the, plan is characterized by mn 
stinted, selfishness and ignores the his- 
tory of Tsingtao and international faith, 
ve are not disposed to discuss it in 
, but it at least points to the in- 
tentions and wishes of Britons in China. 
Later on the “Asahi? discovers 
the real import of what the irre- 
sponsibles would do. Thus 
to place all important affairs of 
‘Tsingtao under the control of the Cus. 
toms means the placing of the whole 
of the port under the control of the 
Britous. Such proposals, however, are 
only a private plan of some British ‘mer- 
chants in China, A vastly different 
opinion is entertained in England. 

Local views are, of course, usual- 
ly so warped, prejudiced and irre- 
sponsible that they are at times 
wholly ignored by governments. 











Oh Ella 


According to American news- 
papers the late Ella Wheeler Wil- 
cox has been talking from the other 
world, talking alleged poetry as a 
matter of fact. Whether her verse 
used to be good or bad is a matter 
of opinion; it made some people 
sentimental, it inspired others, and 
the cynical were fond of alleging 
that it made them ill. But it was 
usually readable, and frequently 
had a pleasant sound about it But 
the sort of stuff she is supposed to 
produce in the spirit world, and 
which is now given to us as genuine 
through a choice medium, is really 
appalling. Here is a verse:— 
It’s hard to find a friend that’s true 

‘And one that’s really a friend to you; 
‘There is many who will come and say 
“Why, hello, friend, how came you 

here?” 
But in the end, they will cause you a 
tear. 
After reading that, one can only re- 
joico that, when a man like W. S. 
Gilbert died, mediums were not 
popular in Great Britain, other- 
wise we should have proof of what 
was usually suspected, that ho was 
the most un-Gilbertian man in the 
world. 





The Cow-Catchers 


Readers of Mark Twain, will re 
member how he was hag-ridden by 
some lines, incautiously read, 
beginning 
Conductor, when you receive a fare 
Punch in the presence of the passenjare 
And so forth. In an evil moment 
the present wwriter was led to read 
the verses under a certain ad- 
vertisement (not for any amount 
will he say whose) which 
had attracted the attention of his 
offspring by a picture of two gentle- 
men in top hats seated on the front 
of an engine and snaring cows in 
a butterfly net. And these are the 
lines that have since been the 
burthen of his thoughts:— 
Cow-catchers sit on the front of the train 
As it goes hurrying over the plain; 
Catching the cows that are caught on-the 

track, 
Slapping ‘them soundly and putting them 
back. 
Boys must like engines be carefully fed. 
Give them some * * when going to bed. 
Colds can be caught very easily now, 
Tust as the cow-catcher catches the cow. 
Mark Twain, it will bo recalled, 
rid himself of his jingle by telling 
it to some one else. So do we try 
the same remedy. 











The Next Premier 


Of all the reports about General 
Wang I-tang, the Northern dele- 
gate who has been resident in 
Shanghai during the past months, 
the latest is the most interesting. 
It is to the effect that he will not 
return to Peking until he goes as 
Premier. General Chin Yun-peng. 
the present holder of office, has 
weathered the recent storm suc- 
cessfully, but this does not mean 


‘| that his’ troubles are at an end. 


Little Hsu is probably only taking 
a breathing space, the better to fit 
himself for the réle of a Chinese 
Clemenceau — not —_unfortunate!y 





Clemenceau the victory-maker, but 
rather the cabinet-breaker. That 
he will defeat the present Premier 
nobody has the slightest doubt, and 
when he does so; local opinion tends 
to the view that General Wang’s 
opportunity will have arrived, that 
he will board the northern ex- 
press and emerge at the other end 
as a full-blown cabinet chief. And 
then what of Little Hsu? It is an 
axiom that nothing of importance 
ever happens now in Peking in 
which he has not a hand. The pre- 
sumption then is that when and if 
General Wang becomes Premier, 
the Clemenceat-like instinct to 
secure his downfall will again be 
the predominant factor in the 
situation. 





China Companies 


‘The case heard yesterday in H. M. 
Police Court against the Shanghai 
Garage Co., when the latter was 
fined $100 and costs, is of interest 
not so much on account of the fine 
inflicted but by reason of the fact 
that it should serve to call the atten- 
tion of China companies, who have 
not yet complied with all the pro- 
visions of the law relating to them, 
to the enormous penalties to whicn 
they might be liable. Ever since 
the middle of last year there have 
been repeated cases in the Supreme 
Court where companies, finding 
they have been in default, have 
taken necessary steps to put them- 
selves right. ‘That this should serve 
as a warning has been emphasized 
on several occasions, but even lately 
it was stated in Court that there 
was still a number of companies who 
had not yet met all their obligations 
under the Hongkong Companies’ 
Ordinance and the appropriate Or- 
ders in Council. However far the 
plea of ignorance of the law may 
have gore in the past as amounting 
to the legal excuse of inadvertence, 
in these matters it is almost safe 
to say that it will no. longer be 
tolerated by the Courts, for the mat- 
ter has been sufficiently aired in the 
past to have brought it to the notice 
of everybody concerned. Yester- 
day’s case is the first of its kind in 
Shanghai, and it is probable that 
the magistrate took that point into 
consideration in fixing the amount 
of the penalty he inflicted, but when 
the immense sum to which the Com- 
pany had rendered itself liable 
is remembered—and the Court could 
have collected the full amount if it 
had seen fit—we should think that 
sufficient warning has now been 
given to every company of the neces- 
sity not only of knowing the law 
but of complying with it. 











Rererrinc to the flotilla of small 
craft for river and coast service on 
the China Station which left Ply- 
mouth recently, a contributor to a 
Home paper says: “Not since the 
early years of the present century 
has there been such a naval force 
on the China Station as will be 
there in the course of the next six 
months, for it is an open secret that 
further additions will be made to 
our forces out there. Britain must 
hold supremacy in the Pacific, no 
matter how others may bluster.” 
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CHINESE POLITICS 





RUSSIA’S PEACE NOTE 
TO CHINA 





An Alluring Manifesto 


M. Kolaghan (?), Commissary 
of Foreign Affairs of the Soviet 
Government of Russia at Moscow. 
has forwarded a copy of the latest 
Manifesto issued by the said coun- 
try in relation to China in a formal 
despatch to the Waichiaopu at 
Peking, as a mark of its friendli- 
ness towards this Republic. The 
Chinese Government, having pledg- 
ed itsclf’ to take identical actions 
with the Allied Powers who have 
appointed officials to study the 
conditions in Russia before decid- 
ing upon tho attitude to be adopt- 
ed, will neither officially acknow- 
ledge the receipt of this des- 
patch, nor give any reply thereto, 
since it cannot consistently take 
any independent step. The Cabi- 
net and the Waichiaopu have, how- 
ever, jointly instructed Mr. Fan Chi 
kuang, Chinese Consul at Moscow, 
to ascertain the true state of affairs 
and to ccme to some sort of non- 
commital understanding with _ the 
Soviet Government there, Then 
Peking will be in a better position 
to decide whether it would 
feasible to negotiate a peace treaty 
with Russia or not. 

The Russian Manifestd, which 
appears to have been issued for the 
special benefit of China, is a lengthy 
document. It is addressed to “the 
citizens of China, the Southwest 
Government and the Peking Gov- 
ernment.” 














Aww Cuixese Ricuts Restoren. 


After stating that it has been the 
fixed purpose of the Workmen's 
and Peasants’ Government to con- 
clude a treaty of permanent peace 
with all the Powers in the name 
of the Russian people since that 
Government obtained the supreme 
authority in October, 1917, and 
after indicating the terms ‘which 
should form the basis for such a 
treaty, including the abolition of 


+ all secret treaties formerly entered 


into with Japan and China and 
other Allied Powers, especially those 
which were concluded with the 
object of oppressing and robbing 
the Chinese people, the Workmen’s 
and Peasants’ Government have 
proposed that negotiations be open- 
ed for the abrogation of the Sino- 
Russian Secret Convention of 1896, 
the Boxer Indemnity Treaty of 
1901, the Russo-Japanese Conven- 
tions of 1906 and 1907; also for the 
restitution of all rights and_privi- 
leges taken from China by the old 
monarchical régime of Russia, in- 
cluding those taken from China and 
transforred to Japan. Japan and 
other Allied Powers have not only 
failed to return the Chinese Eastern 
Railway to ‘China, but. they have 
even made capital out of it, possess- 
ed themselves of it, and even coerced 
the Chinese troops to help them in 
their acts of pillage! They. ask all 
Chinese workmen and agriculturists 


be | nounced. 





to open their eyes wide and not 
to be hoodwinked by others. 
The Soviet Government, in a 


detailed list, renounce all te 
ritories in China, Manchuria 
and other parts, _ obtained 


from. China by aggressive means 
by the former monarchical régime 
of Russia: return to China un- 
conditionally and without any com- 
pensation whatever all special 
rights and privileges concerning the 
Chinese Eastern Railway and min- 
ing properties and forestry and 
ether concessions, obtained former- 
ly by the Russian Monarchical Gov- 
ernment, by the Kerensky Gover: 
ment, by Horvath and Simionov, by 
any other Russian soldiers, lawyers 
and capitalists; and renounce and 
abandon all claim to the Boxer 
indemnity wrenched from China in 
1901. 
Exper Rvussran Orriciats, 

It is also proposed that the Chin- 
ese people should expel the Rus- 
sian Minister and Russian Consuls 
who have no longer any official 
status now that the Government 
that had appointed them is 
non existent. All rights and 
privileges formerly obtained by 
Russia, regarding contro] over ail 
factories and works established in 
China by Russian merchants, and 
extra-territoriality enjoyed by Rus- 
sian officials, missionaries, deputies 
and other Russians, are hereby re- 
Exception should be 
made in the case of the Amba: 
sador appointed by the Soviet 
Government to conduct diplo- 
matic dealings with the people 
of China, who should of course 
be accorded special grace. In 
future unde: whatever circum- 
stances, the law and  author- 
ity of the people of China shall 
alone be the law and authority to 
be enforced in all matters and on 
all occasions, and there shall be 
absolutely no question of the law 
and authority from any second party 
being mixed up. 

In conclusion, the people of China 
are invited to appoint a delegate 
(or delegates) to proceed to the 
Headquarters of the Russian Red 
Army in order to arrange for the 
formal restoration of cordial rela- 
tions between the two countries. 




















but I put up with it, hoping to 
do something for China. I in- 
tended to have a brief rest here 
and return, but since my departure 
I have heard all sorts of absurd 
rumours and ‘such steps have been 
taken that I have to consider.” — 
Reuter. 


SOUTHERN FUNDS 








Dr. Wu Ting-fang’s Statement 
Hongkong, April 7. 

In the course of a long inter- 
view, published in the “Hongkong 
Daily Press, Dr. Wu ‘Ting-fang 

“When I came to Hongkong 
some of General Shum Chun- 
hsuan’s (Tsen Chén-hsuan?) friends 
took an absurd step. They got a 
lawyer in Hongkong to write to 
the banks in which I had placed 
the surplus customs’ revenue, al- 
lotted to the military Government, 
instructing the banks not to pay 
out the money to me. They have 
been hammering at me for money 
and I have been doing my best 
to see that any money I give them, 
which is Government money, is 
properly spent. I am not going to 
give money for military purposes 
and that is just what they want 
money for. 

“For instance when General 
Shum went to settle a dispute be- 
tween two military commanders, he 
worried me for ‘$80,000 which he 
said he wanted to settle the mat- 
ter. I paid that sum to him and 
he spent $20,000 in rewards to 
General Li Kan-yuen’s troops to 
encourkge them to fight. Ono of 
the banks to which the Hongkong 
lawyer had written informed me 
that they would not give me any 
money until I got an order from the 
Supreme Court. That is manifest- 
ly absurd. The money is mine. 
It was given me by the foreign 
Consuls because I am Finance 
Minister and because I am the only 
man they ili. 





can trust. The Mil 
tary Government cannot give any 
orders for the disposal of the 
money because to-day there is no 
Military Government or rather I 
an: the Military Government.”— 
—Reuter. 





++ 
Dr. Wu Ting-fang 
Disheartened 4 
Hongkong, April 2. 
Dr. Wu_Ting-fang, who left 
Canton on March 30, is staying in 
Hongkong. In an interview with the 
“South China Morning Post.” 
Dr. Wu Ting-fang said: “My sole 
object in going to Canton was t» 
restore peace, uphold the law and 
maintain order. But in Canton I 
met many people whom I found 








selfish, ing ab power and 
wealth. ational affairs were to 
them -minor considerations, and 


self-interest or party interest was 
foremost.” 

“For myself,” Dr, Wu continn- 
ed, “I wished to belong to no 
party. All I desired was to up- 
hold order and do something for 
China. I was very much dis- 
heartened. If T had been a younger 
man I should have left it long ago 





Mr. Yeh Kung-cho, the High 
Industrial Commissioner of China, 
who-is now touring through China 
to inspect native industries, is ex: 
pected to arrive in Hankow shortly. 
He has with him a staff of about 
20 subordinates. The native manu- 
facturers are now busy preparing a 
programme and organizing a suit- 
able welcome. 








Wir the object of encouraging 
industrial development in the 
country, the Chinese Government, 
it_is reported, has decided to hold 
a national industrial exhibition 
next year. As the collection of 
the various kinds of industrial 
products requires time, the exhibi- 
tion will not take place until 
April. One and a half million 
dollars will be voted for the ex- 
penses to be incurred in this under- 
taking. The venue has not yet 
been decided upon. 
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their Government formal approval 

THE NEW CONSORTIUM AND CHINA to their entry into the Lonsurtium. 
ee uati thig 1ormal approval 18 re- 

= ceived and notifiea to me, the 

What It Seeks to Do—Hopes of Frank Japanese Sapanese group cannot bo consi- 
Cooperation—The True Benefit of the Chinese dered az memoers of the Consor- 

Je: tium. 1f, by any chance, the as- 

People—An Explicit Assurance surances given to me by the Japan- 

g ese bankers should prove to have 

By Thomas W. Lamont been unfounded and the Japanese 

Before lr, Lamont left Shanghai, public, or to the Provinces of the | Goveroment continue, te veitaliod 


we asked him to write us @ statement 
of the aims of the New Consortium and 
its prospeots—with a special view to 
satisfying certain anzieties of the 
Chinese people of which symptoms 
have already been shown through these 
columns. The following is the result 
and we specially commend it to the 
notice of our Chinese readers for the 
unmistakable evidence it affords of 
the beneficial effects which the New 
Consortium, if realized on the lines 
described by Mr. Lamont, must have 
for China. 

I am glad to comply with your 
request and to confirm what I 
have already publicly stated, in 


the course of my interesting visit; 


at Shanghai, in regard to the 
history and aims of the New Con- 
sortium, 

In October, 


1918, the 


Governments of Great Britain, 


Franco and Japan that they should 


encourage and support banking 


groups in each of the countries 
mentioned in the formation of a 


New Consortium for the purpose 
of assisting China in the develop- 
ment of her great public enter- 
prises. The United States Gov- 
ernment proposed that the New 
Consortium should have a wider 
seope thar, the old Consortium 
had possessed; that it should be in 
the nature of a freo and full 
partnership among the banking 
groups named; that options or 
concessions already held by 


substantial progress had not been 


made, should, so far as feasible, be 
pooled with ‘the Consortium; that 
iworking on these two principles, as 


just stated, the operations of the 


Consortium would serve to prevent 


for the future the setting up of 
special spheres of influence. The 
United States Government's pro- 
posals laid great stress 
latter point, as being highly 
effective in doing away with in- 
ternational jealousies that had 
formerly been engendered and in 
helping to preserve the integrity 
and independence of China. 


Baste Envererists ONty. 

‘These proposals also made clear 
that it was not to be the 
aim of the Consortium to 
concern. itself with general enter- 
prises in banking, industry, or 
commerce, but rather to include 
within its scope only those basic 
enterprises, such, for instance, as 
the development of transportation 
systems, highways, reorganization 
of the currency, etc., as would 


serve to establish sounder economic 


conditions throughout China and 
thus form a firmer foundation for 
the encouragement of private in- 
itintive -and trade. Specifically, it 


was planned that the Consortium’s| 


operations should deal primarily 
with loans ;to the Chinese Re- 


United 
States Government proposed to the 


in- 
dividual banking groups on which 


on_this 


Republic, or loans guaranteed by 
\the Republic or by its Provinces 
| and, in each instance, of character 
sufficiently important to warrant 2 
| public issue; thus effectively avoid. 
| ing the curtailment of Frist 
initiative and enterprise in China. 


‘Tus Meerine 1n Paris. 


These proposals, as formulated 
by the United States Government, 
were duly approved by the other 
three Governments to which they 
were addressed, and at the instance 
{of these Governments the re- 
j spective banking groups that hal 
been formed in each of the four 
| countri directed their repre- 
sentatives to meet for organization 
purposes in Paris in May, 1919. 
‘These representatives duly conven- 
ed and, it may be added, in each 
instance represented a much larger 
banking group than was the case in 
the old Consortium. For instance, 
the American banking group had 
been expanded from five to 31 
member banks, the Japanese had 
been increased to 18 members and 
both the British and French 
Groups also had been increased. 
‘At tho organization conferences in 
Paris harmony of spirit and 
purpose was attained among all 
the four groups and the Con- 
sortium was duly organized; its 
agreement, however, as unanimous- 
ly adopted, to be subject to the 
approval of tho respective, Gov- 
ernments. 











‘Tue Javanese Reservations. 

In the case of Great Britain, 
France and the United States, 
this agreement was approved with- 
out change, but the Japanese Gov- 
ernment qualified its approval by 
reserving certain portions of 
Manchuria and Mongolia from the 


scope of the Consortium. 
This difficulty still existing, 
was requested by the American 


banking group, with the approval 
of the British and French banking 
groups and also with the approval 
of the State Department at 
Washington, to visit Japan, and 
after that, China, for the purpose 
of making an adequate report on 
the whole situation to the bank- 
ing groups involved. 





Japanese BANKS AND GOVERNMENT. 


In Japan I ascertained thot 
certain misapprehensions existe! 
as to the objects of the Con- 


sortium; but after conferences 
with the representatives. of the 
Japanese banking group I found 
them unanimous in their desire 
to enter the Consortium without 
reservation and on the same terms 
as those pertaining to the other 
banking groups; and I re 
ceived from these Japanese bankers 
assurances that they expected in 
‘the near future to obtain from 





its assent, then 1 apprehend that 
Japan would be the chief loser by 
reason of its failure to become a 
member of the Consortium. 


Canese Acquiescence Essenriat- 


Since my arrival in China I 
have had ‘interesting and import- 
ant discussions with bankers and 
men of affairs in regard to the 
aims of the Consortium and in 
regard to China’s attitude towards 
it. In every instance I have ex- 
plained that it was quite impos- 
sible for me to give in detail all 
the plans of the Consortium, be- 
cause such plans remain yet to be 
formed. My mission to China is 
largely for the purpose of secur- 
ing information adequate enough 
to enable the Groups to base their 
future policies upon. While being 
unable to enter into detail as to 
the future, I can yeb lay down 
certain principles which — the 
American Group will advocate and 
which I am assured tho Consor- 
tium, if finally and effectively or- 
ganized, will follow. 

First, then, the Consortium will 
be ready to undertake operations 
only in the event that the people of 
China desire it to do so. The Con- 
sortium hopes to be able to proffer 
its material assistance to China in 
her economic development. Tt re- 
mains for China to decide whether 
she will accept or reject this proffer. 

Second, in case China desires the 
assistance of the Consortium, then 
it will be for China to render that 
desire effective by cordial coopera- 
tion with, trust in and approval of 
the aims and work of the Con- 
sortium. By this, I do not neces- 
sarily mean complete approval of 
every detail, but general approval 
and cooperation; for unless the 
Consortium has theso its every 
endeavour is bound to fail. 








Responsipitity 10 Cuinese Prope. 

Third, in laying its plans the 
Consortium is under a heavy double 
responsibility, first, the respons- 
sibility to the Chinese people: we 
have to sec to it that any loans 
made to China are for constructive, 
not for wasteful purposes, and are 
used for the up-building and develop- 
ment of the country. In order that 
both China and the Consortium 
shall be assured that such worthy 
objects are being attained, the 
organization of some proper system 
of audit must be mutually worked 
out, so that we may be certain as 
to the proper application of loan 
funds, 

Such an audit plan does not 
interfere with China’s right to 
govern her own affairs. The Con. 
sortium must not, and it will not, 
take a hand in China's political 
affairs; but it is manifestly to the 
interest of all concerned that there 
be established a proper supervision 





Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 





‘Aprit 10, 1920. THE NORTH-CHINA HERALD. 63 
of loan expenditure, such - i 
of Joan expenditure, such sue! ICHINESE PRESS | ert, t0 sue, 2, Mandate au 


possible through native assistance. 

The Consortium’s second res- 
ponsibility is to its own investors 
at home. In case its operations 
should develop upon a considerable 
scale, the funds wherewith to pro- 
vide loans to China must come from 
the great body of private investors 
in the four countries already named, 
and to them the Consortium will 
have the moral responsibility of 
secing to it that their investments 
in China are designed and expended 
for constructive purposes. On this 
point the Conscrtium must, in due 
course, render an account of its 
stewardship, 


Conripence 1x CHisa- 


Finally, I may say that the 
American Banking Group, which 
I represent—and Iam assured the 





other banking groups equally with 
us—have a strong. faith in the 
resources, the industry and the 


integrity of the Chinese people. 
They believe that to-day there 
exists in China a large amount of 
wealth, liquid ag well as Istent. 
which ‘needs only to be mobilized 
in order for China to furnish her- 
self with fairly ample means for 
development. ‘The American Group 
hopes that the operations of the 
Consortium will be so carried out 
as to command, not only that 
essential confidence and coopera- 
tion from the Chinese people, but 
also, as time goes on, material sup- 
port from their latent wealth which 
is so abundant. We venture to hope 
that these four banking groups, 
working together in cooperation 
with the Chinese men of affairs. 
will be a factor in establishing a 
more cordial and intimate rela- 
tionship among the peoples of all 
these five great nations and thus 
contribute materially per- 
manent prosperity and peace of 
tho Far East, 











T. W. Laxoxr. 
April 6, 











Ox account of the small site of 
the Aviation Bureau at Peitantze, 
it will remove its office to Siyuan 
and enlargo its organization. A 
large number of labourers have been 
sent there to start the construction 
work, and the entire plant of the 
said Bureau will be transferred in 
a few days. 





AccorDING to a Mukden message 
to the “Paisho Nichi Nichi,” the 
scheme for opening a motor trans- 
port service between Changchun 
bnd Harbin, and in Kirin pro- 
vince, which has been under con- 
sideration by Messrs. Andersen, 
Meyer & Co, is about to mat- 
erialize. Already five motor cars, 
each capable of loading freight 
weighing five tons, have been sent 
to Mukden, whero they are under 
trial. Mr. Baker, formerly the 
American Consul-General at Muk- 
den, is also working for the estab- 
lishment of a motor transport 
company under the joint manage 
ment with the Chinese, its pros- 
pective sphere of operations being 
between Sinmintun and Cheng- 
chiatun. 


Apr. 2. 
TaresTeNep Desacte or Canton 
Govensaest. 


General Tsen Chun-hsuan, head of 
the Canton Government, arrived at 
Shaokuan on March 25. He was 
staying at the yamén of the Defence 
Commissioner. Notice was at once 
sent to General Li Lieh-chun that 
a meeting place be appointed so 
that a round-table talk could be had 
to thrash out all points of difference 
between the rival parties and an 
equitable settlement arranged. A 
conference is reported to have taken 
place between Tsen and Li on the 
29th. Another reports states that 
Li has already agreed to the terms’ 
arranged by Tsen and will return 
to Canton together with General 
Tsen. In the meantime, Tsen has 
issued an order to enforce an armis- 
tice between the fighting forces. 

But an interesting phase has 
developed to the situation, showing 
that dissension between factions 
in the South has reached such a 
‘stage that a little spark appears to 
be sufficient to set the whole 
Federation of the Southwest ablaze. 
Dr. Wu Ting-fang’s departure for’ 
Hongkong was sudden and entirely 
unexpected. Not even a whisper 
as to the old vegetarian’s intention 
had been heard. Early on March 
28, Dr. Wu attended the Council 
meeting place of the Military 
Government as usual, but he 
found that no meeting would 
take place on that day. Upon 
inquiry, he wag informed that 
General Tsen Chun-hsuan had left. 
for Shaokuan and no meeting could 
therefore be held. Dr. Wu became 
gravely silent. He returned to his 
residence and made up his bund'e 
and betook himself to Hongkong on 
the very next day, accompanied by 
his son, Dr. C. Wa. Mr. Wu 
Chin-lin, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and Mr. Lin Sen, 
President of the Senate. as well as 
a large number of the Mintang or 
the People’s Party, have also gone 
to Hongkong, without giving any 
previous notice. A débacle of the 
Military Government is threatened. 

Rumours are rampant that these 
lignitaries ere going in a body to 
Yunnan, with General Tang Chi- 
yu, a brother of Tuchun Tang Chi- 
yao, acting as their guide and intro- 
ducer. Others say that the two Drs. 
Wu and Mr. Wn Chin-lien, the 
Sneaker. will proceed to Shanghai. 
where Dr. Sun Yat-sen and Mr. 
Tang Shao-vi, two of the Canton 
: ministrative Directors, are now 
living. 

















Apr. 7. 
Tre Spur ix Sovra Curxa. 
_ The authorities at Canton have 
issued the following bulletion :— 
The Mintang (People’s Party) at 
Hongkong has passed resolutions to 
transfer the Parliament to Yunnan. 
and should 2 quorum he lacking. 
to convene an extraordinary ses- 
i to elect Dr. Sun Yat-sen to 
Provisional President; to or- 











ine a people's government; the 


gan 
raore ssion of the Parlia- 








thorizing the despatch of punitive 
expeditions against © Kuangtung 
and Kuangsi; to appoint Chen 
Chiung-ming as Tuchun of Kuang- 
tung to order Tang Chi-yao to 
attack Kuangsi with his forces; 
an to obtain the help of 
the Yunnan troops already in 
Kuangtung who are to bo placed 
under the command of Li Lieh- 
chun; and to enlist the services of 
the bandits and outlaws who are 
to be under the direction of Li 
Yao-han, in order to harass the 
authorities from both without and 
within. 





Apr. 9. 
Peace Movements. 

Mr, Wang Ltang, Chief North- 
ern Delegate, has telegraphed the 
Cabinet, stating that as there is 
much to be done in preparation for 
the resumption of the Peace Con- 
ference, the five associate delegates 
in the North should be urged to 
return to Shanghai as soon as they 
can. The Cabinet has ascertained 
that Mr. Liu En-ko has gone to 
Mukden, and that of the other four 
delegates, only Mr. Kiang Shao- 
chi has agreed to proceed to Shang- 
hai at once, the rest being detained 
on important engagements, 


There is a report current to the 
effect that Dr. Wu Ting-fang is 
coming to Shanghai and that the 
Mintang is moving energetically 
to get the Peace Conference re- 
sumed, in the namo of Messrs. 
Tang Shao-yi, Wu Ting-fang, Sun 
Wen, Tang Chi-yao and Lin Pao- 
yueh, five of the seven administra- 
tive directors of the Constitutional 
Government of Canton. 


A Sensarionat Report. 

General Liu Tsung-hou, — tho 
tuchun of Szechuan appointed by 
Peking who has been forced out of 
that province into Shensi, has sent 
a telegram to Peking as follows:— 
My agent has reported that a con- 
ference has been held at Chung- 
king with these results:—(1) That 
a United Punitive Force against 
the North be organized, composed 
of troops of Yunnan, Kueichow 
and Szechuan: and that all reve: 
nues and contributions be retained 
in Szechran to meet the require- 
ments of that Force. (2) That 
General Hsiung Ko-wu, while ap- 
proving of the principle to punish 
the North, opposes the formation 
of such a united force; (3) That 
the Kueichow Army shall proceed 
by way of Hunan. Yunnan Army 
by way of Hupeh and Szechuan 
Army by way of Shensi. 

Tho above is a telegraphic sum- 
mary of General Liu’s report, and 
it is not clear whether theso three 
provincial forces aro to act in 
unison or independently. 





Tue Eastern Extension, Austra- 
lasia and China Telegraph Co. an- 
nounce that the time occupied in 
the transmission of telegrams to 
the United Kingdom has been re- 
duced, and is at present about 24 
hours. Telegrams for all places 
served by this company are accept- 





ed at the sender’s risk. 
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REFLEXIONS ON LIKIN 


Impossibility of Reform 
From an Up-Country Correspondent, 


The summary of the resolutions 
passed at the meeting of the British 
Chambers of Commerce held in 
Shanghai, as prepared in Chinese 
by Mr. Pratt of Tsinanfu, has been 
printed in the local press, and 
many will read and think on them 
during the next few days. Item 
No. 4, to abolish likin, will be hailed 
by many as a good step forward if 
only it could be accomplished. 

I notice from your pages that 
there are some people who think 
the Government desire to tackle 
the case, if only the import duties 
can be raised sufficiently. It really 
seems as if short memories were a 
gift to be thankful for. Those of 
us who were here when the Mackay 
Treaty was being negotiated re- 
member the series of letters which 
appeared in your papers then. 
Those from the pen of Mr. E, S. 
Little were specially illuminating ; 
ied hard to show the treaty 
makers the way they were going, 
and the way they ought to go, but 
to no end. 

The late Chang Chih-tung, then 
the most enlightened of China’s 
Viceroys, said emphatically that 
China was able and willing to do 
away with all likin, and a cor- 
respondent from Hupeh in your 
columns gave a sample of how he 
did it. Quoting from memory it 
was like this. All likin _ barriers 
were closed and boats sailed past 
without being molested or ques- 
tioned, their owners heaping bless. 
ings on the heads of whoever had 
at last done the job. But exit 
likin, enter “Office of all goods” 
‘Hl 4) & 38 BB, and to make the 
thing complete the new arrival 
fixed the exchange in cash for the 
doliar or tael a few hundred cash 
higher than the former likin had 
done. The above can be verified 
from your pages. 

A Casus Bett, 

I wonder how many have taken 
the trouble to think the thing 
through for a few hours, as I feel 
sure that if they have the necessary 
knowledge of the present  cit- 
cumstances, they will become cou- 
vinced during the process that .t 
is a job far too big for the present 
Government. If they attempte 1 
it they would have several armies 
launched against them right away. 

From the south of Kiangsi on 
the Yangtze there are some 16 likin 
barriers, and some three of these 
are so important (and importance 
here means money) that only those 
holding the rank of Taotai couid 
have the post during the Manchu 
régime. Since the Revolution some 
of these were abolished but the 
inhabitants of the surrounding 
areas where they were, petitioned 
the Government for their re- 
erection and they were put back, 
for the sake of the trade which 
each boat brought to the several 








shopkeepers. This then is the first 
army that must be reckoned with. 

‘Then attached to each barrier is 
a small troupe of all and sundry, 
from the well-to-do official to the 
policeman and searcher. These are 
numbered by thousands, plus ali 
the friends of those in high places 
who are, fattening on this affair. 
for, be it known that for every 
dollar that reaches the Provincial 
or Central Government there are 
at least three collected, and those 
who thus live in luxury will not 
give up their “goose” so easy. 
This then is the second and very 
formidable army. 

Tt is the case of the mother 
letting the child have what he 
wants if he only cries for it long 
enough. and loud enough. Tho 
populace cries and the local official 
erects a likin, the official class cries 
and the Government gives them 
what they desire. It has been thus 
for centuries and will remain thus 
ill the bitter end: there is no way 

which it can be done. Im- 
possible is the only word that fits 
it. 








Craxcixo Ha SicNeoarp. 

The Manchus failed and couid 
the present Republicans do better? 
No, a thousand times no. They 
have made life very much harder 
for the ordinary individual. Taxes, 
likin, assessments, “squeeze” of 
every kind, was never as rife a& 
now, and does anyone think that 
the ‘chief source of their income 
will be given up? Never. Raise the 
import duties and the likin sign- 
board will again be changed, but 
not abolished. If there is truth in 
the Government proposal then let 
them abolish the likin a year or 
so in advance of any rise in the 
duties, and let all this large body 
of hangers-on get a chance to be 
absorbed into other works, so that 
they will not just be standing out- 
side the door waiting a convenient 
opportunity to step in again under 
a new name. 

By all means get the likin 
abolished, but do make sure that 
it is a clean sweep, so that the 
immense amount of exportable 
goods from the interior will flow 
to the coast to the benefit of this 
land, as also the very many lines 
of goods which the present likin 
makes it impossible to bring pro 
fitably into the interior will float 
into the benefit of both sides. 











Pexrxo, April 6—The Govern- 
ment will shortly submit to Parlia- 
ment the nominations of Cheng L 
Chang Hu and Yao Chen as Minis. 
ters of Foreign Affairs, Agriculture 
and Education respectively.—Reu- 
ter. 


Ur to the present the Wuchang 
“treaty port’’ has not been a great 
success and lately work has come 
to a full stop. The reason given is 
that funds have run out. The Wu- 
chang authorities have telegraphic- 
ally requested Peking to supply 
money to complete the laying out 
of the ground but it is not known 








if the request will be granted. 
Until it is there is little hope of 
further progress. 
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THE HONAN SCARE 


From Our Own Correspondent. 
Kueiteh, April 1. 

We have been getting a great 
deal of rain during this week and 
it is still continuing, so now the 
anxiety of the farmers is lest we 
should get too much. The streets 
are seas of mud, for street repair- 
ing and building is an art un- 
known to these parts. Practically 
the only thing in the way of strect 
repairing we have seen for some 
time has been the taking of tho 
black mud deposits from the bot- 
tom of a pond, gone dry during 
the recent drought, and plastering 
it in places along the street. Now 
that a week’s rain has come down 
upon this excellent road-making 
material the result can be imagin- 
ed, and no one ventures much 
abroad unless imperative business 
calls them to it. 


Krpsarpixa a Proressioy. 

Now that the war-scare has 
passed off in Honan many of the 
soldiers are returning from Kai- 
feng to garrison the country parts 
of this district again. This will 
probably reduce the kidnapping 
to some extent, although that is 
somatiing that never dies out alto- 
gether. One would almost get the 
impression sometimes that the peo- 
ple in these border districts make 
their living by carrying each other 
off. and certainly in many cases the 
victims are carried to points far 
nearer than the Shantung hills 
which are the only real fastnesses 
for robbers. All this entire dis- 
trict is a flat agricultural plain 
so there seems very little reason 
for this continual looting, mur- 
dering and kidnapping if only the 
military would get on to their job. 

Unfortunately they often seem 
to go one better than Lord Nelson 
and have two blind eyes to keep 
them out of a scrap whilst ho used 
one to get into one. 





Prorectinc Foreicyers, 

As the result of Dr. Menzies’ 
death orders came from the Gov- 
ernor that foreigners were to be 
specially protected and a police- 
man has been stationed at ono gate 
of our general compound. We 
also received instructions not to 
travel in the country without in- 
forming the magistrate who would 
send an escort of soldiers. It. is 
certainly a difficult position for 
the officials to be in when they 
realize that they cannot keep the 
brigands in hand, for missionaries 
naturally feel that such risks 
should not be allowed to deter 
them from carrying on their work 
if it is worth while at all, and 
then again it seems rather incon- 
gruous to go around preaching 
with an escort of soldiers trailing 
behind. 


What we year after year hope 
to see, but never have scen yet, is 
for the country to be ruled so wise- 
ly and well that it will be equally 
safe for the average hard-working 
farmer as for the foreigner with a 
foreign government to be interest- 
ed in him. It may come yet even 
in China. 
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Chinese Filial Devotion 
From Our Own Correspondent. 
Yangehow, March 27- 

Spring seems to be trying 
to break through the winter’s 
‘cold, but she has been signal- 
jy unsuccessful thus far in her! 
1990 career. The long drought of 
the winter was ended by a season 
‘of rain and snow, snow and rain, 
and then some more, which water- 
ed the earth till those who had 
earnestly prayed for rain would faia 
have revoked their prayers. 

The launches on the canal crepi. 
along at a snail’s pace, scraping 
bottom during the dry weather 
only to retain the same speed when 
the canal became so full that there 
was danger of a fast-travelling 
launch causing the water to over- 
flow the banks and flood the su: 
rounding country. Foreign travellers 
strove to remind themselves that! 
“patience is a virtue,” and +0 
derive comfort, during long hours 
of enforced idleness, from ponder- 
‘ing upon the sad fate of the “man 
who tried to hurry the East.” 


A Mess 07 Porripore 

During the cold weather rice 
porridge was issued to the mul 
titude daily from a public kitchen. 
Every year hundreds of refugees 
from the north settle in Yangchow 
through the winter months to re- 
ceive this benefaction of rice, and 
‘in the spring return to their ai 
cestral acres to tend their crop: 
‘Owing to the increase in the price 
of all commodities, many residents 
of the city who usually pass their 
days without benefit of charity. 
this year took their crocks in hand 
and received their share of porridge. 
But there were heart-burnings, and 
even tears, over the consequent 
‘loss of face. A limited quantity of 
wadded garments was also given 
out. but not enough to have any 
visible effect on the poverty- 
stricken appearance of the city’s 
poor. 

Tae Ivevitants Srvpents. 

The student movement seems 
rather quiescent at present since 
the members made the rounds of 
‘the stores, and behind closed doors 
stamped all Japanese goods with a 
special mark, signifying that the 
sale of stamped articles was permit 
‘ted, but any purchased later from 
Japan would be confiscated. 

A recrudescence of the students’ 
‘high handed methods was manifest- 
ed just before Chinese New Year, 
when the pupils of Mahan School. 
of the American Church Mission, 
raised a great commotion one night 
at 2 a.m., beating pans, and tooting 
Thorns, and smashing around gen- 
erally as a protest against the ex- 
pulsion of two students who had 
flagrantly transgressed the school 
laws. The Principal closed the 
school next morning. and, in spite 
of various rumours that no student 
would be permitted br the Union 
to return unless the order of ex- 















parents, and began to eat humble 
Pie, and beg for readmittance. All 
the leaders and chief offenders we 

requested to pursue their education 
elsewhere, but the school has re- 
opened with a good attendance, 





and a prevailing spirit of good 
discipline. Mr. Gee, _ formerly 
of the T. in Hankow and 
Shanghai, has come to assist Mr. 





Green in the teaching of English. 


‘Tue Svicws’s Can. 

A. rather strange case of suicide 
occurred some weeks ago. A 
country apprentice, who had come 
to town with a load of straw 
sandals, sold his wares, and then 


lost the money. Terrified at the 
thought of facing his master 
empty-handed, he contemplate! 





suicide by hanging. A friend stay- 
ed by his side all day with the idex 
of frustrating this purpose, and 
finally after dark left him in a hotel 
in the company of another friend 
who had volunteered to watch him 
through the night. 

The first friend returned home, 
and after eating swpper as usual, 
went to sleep. Waking suddenly 
from his nap, he started out again, 
saying ‘that some one was calling 
him. Several hours later the night 
watchman in his rounds’ saw some- 
thing hanging from a tree, and on 
investigation found the man’s body 
swinging by a rope. Let students 
of the psychology of dreams fathomn 
the inner workings of mind that 
turned the life-saver into a suicide. 


Fivian Piery Anatysep. 


The President of China has late- 
ly made a grant of $1,200 from the 
government's well filled coffers to 
erect a stone arch in Yangchow in 
commemoration of a deed of filial 
piety whereby a daughter cut out’ 
her liver and made broth for her 
dying father, which restored _his 
failing strength and saved his life. 
So runs the story, but the hospital 
can a tale unfold, which sheds 
light, if not glamour, on the  in- 
cident. 

About a year ago a woman was 
brought into the clinic bearing 
card from one of the most famous 
members of Yangchow’s old. im- 
perial officialdom, who had heard 
of her case, and honoured her 
sacifice. The story told tallied 
with the — President’s version 
above, and the doctor was eager to 
examine a wound made by one who 
had such a clear knowledge of 
anatomy that she could unerring' 
locate her own liver. On examina- 
tion he discovered a small wound 
about 1} in. in length, inflicted by 
a. knife. which had indeed entered 
the abdominal cavity. But the 
orenn extracted must have been a 
mythical one, as the vatient auick 
Iv recovered ‘after being sewed up. 
and left the hospital in a few days. 





Japan is to utilize radios to re- 
lieve cable congestion. A new re- 
ceiving station is being erected at 
Tomioka-Mura, which itis 





thought will’ be ready soon to 
receive messages. 





Ichang, March 24. 

During the last four months the 
Customs have had two large burn- 
ings of the opium which was seized 
at this port on its way from Sze- 
chuan to the coast- On the first 
oceasion nearly one and a half tons 
were burnt, and on the second two 
tons were disposed of. The seizure 
of such quantities represents 
great deal of smart searching on 
the part of the small staff who 
carry it out. Many and curious 
are ‘the hiding places both in the 
ships, and in the passengers’ 
baggage, but so expert have the 
men become that little seems to 
escape them. 

The Chinese military officials 
also burnt 7,000 ounces recently. 

The British American Tobacco Co. 
did a bit of rather novel advertis- 
ing here recently by sending up a 
large balloon, which, at a certain 
point of its flight, released ad- 
vertising slips. Tho ‘balloon had 
a mechanism which ensured its 
coming down again. On the first 
occasion the balloon had hardly 
reached the earth when it was torn 
to pieces by the soldiers. The next 
day the balloon was seen to fall, 
but this time it is said to have 
entirely disappeared. 











CHINKIANG NOTES 
From Our Own Correspondent. 
Chinkiang, April 5. 

This section has recently been 
subjected to several weeks of almost 
incessant rain. Conditions were 
becoming somewhat desperate, as 
in many places the wheat was be- 
ing literally drowned out. How- 
ever, the winds have changed from 
east to west, and as a result we 
have beautifully clear weather to- 
day with promises of a continuance 
of such. The prospects for a 
rainy Easter were most alarming, 
but as a Chinese friend remarked, 
“it is hound to be clear for “Ching 
Ming” 

There is convening in Chinkiang 
at this time one of the most in- 
fluential Christian _ bodies in 
China. This is the Synod of the 
Five Provinces ( MK) of the 
Presbyterian Church in China, 
The provinces embraced in the 
Synod are Kiangsu, Chékiang, 
Anhui, Hunan and Honan. 

There are at present between 60 
and 70 ministers and elders: from 
various congregations, nearly all 
of whom are Chinese. Tho _ ses- 
sions are being held in the West 
Gate Presbyterian Church and the 
meeting is attracting a good deal 
of favourable attention on_ the 
part of the Chinkiang Chineso 
who do not often have an oppor 
tunity for seeing such a gathering. 





Construction work has already 
been started to lay out the first 
garden of Canton. It is estimated 
that the cost for levelling the 
ground, constructing the . drains, 
and building the iron gates and 





railing will be $80,000. 
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HANGCHOW NOTES 





Students up in Arms 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


Hangchow, March 30. 
On Saturday aiternoon much ex 
citement was caused in the 


neighbourhood of the Educational 
Commissioner’s residence when the 
whole body of the Normal Schoci 
students, as a protest against the 
“high-handed action” of the Com- 
missioner—under instruction of the 
Civil Governor—in closing the 
School and putting police in charge. 
made a raid on the premises, 
demanding a hearing. A rough mat 
erection, and sleeping-mats were 
brought’ with the intention — of 
“sleeping on the doorstep till their 
cawse was righted.” Though, to. a 
certain extent placated, by a pro- 
mise that the unpopular Principal 
subject should have attention ‘if 
the students returned to their 
studies,” a similar raid was made 
on the Governor's residence 9n 
Sunday. A meeting is called of 
educational and government, author- 


ities by the Educational Com- 
missioner this afternoon. Leaflets 
stating their grievances were 


distributed broadcast. throughout 
the city by Normal School Scouts: 
on Saturday. The chief objections 


are the promulgation of “oid 
teaching,” by Principal Chin. 
Preparations proceed for the 


opening of the Provincial Assembly 


on April 5. The President arrived 
yesterday, and several members 
registered. 


The silk merchants have solved the 
question of exchange for themselves 
by opening an exchange in their 
own Guild premises in the De- 
fayang. 

‘The City Hill, and those adjoin- 
ing are to be covered with trees, 
as a beginning of the energetic 
forestry activities we are promised. 

At a meeting called for the pur- 
pose on Sunday afternoon the 
Edueational Association discussed 
a system of model-farming which 
is to be pushed. 

‘A syndicate from Anhui is start- 
ing a dyeing factory near Kvangde 
with a capital. it is said, of $100, 
000. Agents are already pushing the 
work of makina dves in the regions 
of Tonglu and Fuyang. i 

Professor Dewey has been invit 
ed by the Educational Association— 





at his own expense—to lecture ip 
Hangchow. 
The thousands of pilgrims now 


visiting the temples are being help- 
ed. on their way by special railway 
rates. 
April 2. 

‘The case of the student wounded 
in the fracas connected with the 
Normal School demonstration has 
been going the ronnds of the Law 
authorities. and all fight shy of it. 
It rests with the Governor at pre- 
sent for decision. The manager of 
the Bank of China. whose brother 
is the Principal of Peking Uni- 
versity, has heen asked to negotiate 
for a new Normal School Princi- 
pal through him. The school is 
still disorganized, though the head- 
master has resigned. It is decided 








that, in future, no headmasters 


shall be local men. 
The Civil prison is now busy 
silk-winding. Orders have been 


issued to all schools to send the 
usual annual selection of students 
to the tree-planting ceremony on 
the Tsin-min Festival. 

A former student (and graduate) 
of the Maternity Hospital has 
opened a Charity Hospital of the 
same nature at the Wu-z gate. 
Another of the many off shoots of 
our Hangchow Hospital. 

The mint is soon to be. located 
on its old site, and alterations are 
being made in the present soldiers’ 
quarters. It is said the camp is to 
be moved elsewhere. 

‘An influential gathering of silk- 
merchants was held yesterday. It 
was urged that energetic steps 
should continue to be taken to 
develop the trade by impressing on 
the people to purchase only the 
best eggs and cocoons; and, above 
all to select the best mulberries for 
planting. There is a determina- 
tion to keep the silk up to its 
highest standard. 





ANHUIS ANNUAL BOOM 
IN EDUCATION 


From Our Own Correspondent. 


Liuanchow, An., March 26. 


While March has not been as 
hard a month as February was, vet 
we have never had seven ‘con: 
secutive fine days, and many of 
these have been  sunless. The 
fruit trees which seemed almost 
ready to blossom out three weeks 
ago have only just done so 
Apricot and cherry trees came out 
after the few milder days of last 
week, but thunder, hail and rain 
have been the order for the last 
four days and some who had made 
their wadded garments into lined 
spring clothes, have had to borrow 
others. 

I noticed the rape was much in- 
ferior to that I saw last year at 
this period. It was just coming 
out in flower last week a few Ii 
round the city, but it was sparse 
and poor. The farmers are not 
bringing. rice in at all briskly 0 
the prices keep up and little is te 
be procured. 

When we remember that many 
inferior wheat crops were ploughe1 
into their patches as fertilizers 
last June, because they were hard- 
ly. worth reaping at the price 
wheat was being sold then (now 
130 per cent. higher), and the rice 
harvest was well above the average 
a few months later, it seems 
strange to have record prices ruling 
for these commodities. . 


Exravstasm ror ScHootiNe. 

_ There seems to be a great move 
in the educational world. I am 
told many new schools are being 
opened both in city and country. 
The funds for these are to come 
out of the educational endowments 
of the country. There is also great 
competition for positions as 





teachers, and in many cases I am 
told to teachers have been ap- 


pointed to small schools where one 
ought to be enough. Have they not. 
“graduated” from the modern 
schools? Is it not reasonable that 
having spent so many years in 
attendance at these schools (maskee 
the work done), they should have 
remuneration for life after their 
free tuition? 

A Girls’ School is to be started. 
Opinions differ very much as to 
when it will open, and where it wilk 
be situated, and what standing it 
will have. It is to be for girls im 
their teens, presumably a Kao 
Leng (FS) or a (BME) Primary, 
or a primary and kindergarter 
combined. It is to be held in the 
Kwan Yoh temple, or somewhere 
else. Private mterests seem to be 
in the way. In reply to questions. 
about teachers I am given the infor- 
mation that they have been engaged 
to come from the Lower Yangtze 
region, but this information is put 
in the interrogative form, so it 
amounts to the same as com: 
plaint of others that teachers from 
the Lower Yangtze are unwilling to- 
come to Liuanchow. 


Tae Sprine Variety. 

There is just a danger of this. 
educational activity being of the 
usual spring variety which will 
hardly ke able to keep alive during 
the heat of summer. It is strange 
to see or hear of so many small: 
schvols starting in the spring of 
each new year, which dwindle down 
to three or five scholars by 
summer holidays. It is hard on the. 
old-style teacher who is thus de- 
prived of the greater part of _his- 
expected income and compelled to 
seek other ways of making ends. 
meet, to the injury of the other 
scholars and his own reputation. 
The trouble is distrast of each: 
other and the fear of money going 
out of the district to’ engage really 
quelified teachers who alone can put 
education on a firm basis by ofen- 
ing large schools, efficiently staffed 
and do away with the expensive 
and inefficient small schools, 

Tue Gamsuine Craze. 


Gambling reigns supreme every- 
where. It is no uncommon sight to- 
seo boys and girls in their early 
teens seated round a table absorbed’ 
in a game of chance. Their little: 
charges which are the excuse for 

ing out are given a cash or two: 
to buy peanuts and be quiet. Now 
that work in general has begun 
some of these boys will have to 
learn their trades and so we may 
lodk for some mitigation of the 
evil. 

The Prefect returned from Peng- 
pu a couple of weeks ago. Being 
able to use the steam launch from 
Chengyangkwan and back he has 
had a much easier trip than during 
the past two or three years. 

A smal] proclamation against 
opium has recently come out, but 
smoking and of course smuggling 
goes on unchecked. 

The country seems fairly quiet 
this year. No doubt the snow and 
rain resulting in an almost con- 
tinual quagmire is not conducive to- 
robbery. The danger involved and 
the Price to be paid at such times: 
make the game not worth the 
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candle. 
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KUEICHOW ‘NOTES 





The Provincial Railway 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


__ Kueiyang, Kuei., Mar, 26. 
_, This province is not likely to get 
its long-talked-of railway for a long 
time to come, I am afraid. The 
Ya Lin line’ (Chungking to Lin. 
chowfu, Kuangsi) contract seems 
to have fallen through—the ex- 
Pected capital to finance it not 
being obtainable, I believe—and 
another line, called the Kuang-Yii 
line, has been mooted, but whether 
this means a different route or the 


samo route extended, is not very 
clear. Some friends think the 
change" of name indicates the 


latter; if so, what about the money 
necessary for it? I am afraid that 
we must, “wait and see.” 

I am to'd that a “director of 
Szechuan railways” and a delegate 
from the Szechuan Tuchun arrived 
hero recently, but inquiries have 
failed to reveal their object in com. 
ing. 

A Ficur Over Orie. 


It is common talk on the streets 
that Kueichow troops in Hunan 
have had fighting with General 
Feng Yu-hsiang’s Northern troops, 
and that the latter have defeated 
the Kueichow men, Furthermere 
it is said that the Kueichow men 
caused the trouble by trying to get 
a lot of opium down through 
Genoral Feng’s lines. I give this 
merely as popular rumour as I have 
not been able to confirm it from 
outside sources. But a letter re- 
ceived to-day from a Kueichow 
acquaintance writing from Hankow, 
indicates that there are still ways 
of getting opium through Hunan to 
the Yangtze ports, for the writer 
himself, who had only recently got 
to Hankow, took a considerable 
amount of opium with him from this 
province and hed sold some at 
Hankow, and was taking tho rest 
to Shanghai to dispose of it there. 

Rice and other necessaries are 
still very dear, rice being 810. or 
more the picul, and there és a great 
deal of distress among the people, 





A refugee from Chita told the 
representative: of the  “Golos 
Bodiny,” that the break between the 
Japanese and Simionov came at the 


time of the seizure of the gold 
bullion shipped by the Omsk 
régime to Vladivostok. The Japan- 








ese resented the action and, upon 
the Ataman’s failure to restore the 
stolen property, they withdrew all 
their support. 


Tan “North China Daily Mail” 
has arranged to offer for competi- 
tion a cup for the winner of a race 
between Tientsin and Peking 
which will be open to all stock cars 
held by agents for the salo of 
automobiles. This race is intended 
as a competition of such a char- 
acter that it will demonstrate to 
the public what are the best types 
of car for use between this port 
and the capital and agents of 
automobiles will be allowed to 
enter cars of the different makes 
that are represented by ‘them. 





AMOY WAKES UP 





Reception on Alacrity 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


Amoy, April 1. 

Many people have been accus- 
tomed to regard Amoy as a “sleepy 
hollow,” but of recent years a 
good deal of enterprise has been 
shown by its people. You have 
already heard of the University 
which is to be established here, 
and upon which operations will be 
commenced in tho autumn. 

‘A project is now on foot, which 
has received the sanction of the 
Peking authorities, for construct- 
ing a viaduct te connect the pre- 
sent terminus of the railway on 
the mainland with Whale Island, 
and to build a station here, and 
wharves alongside to which steam- 
ers can go, which will be much 
more convenient for carrying pro- 
duce inland. Engineers have 
come down to take this work in 
hand, and the railway is to be 
continued, a bridge built across 
the North River, and it is hoped 
that in a year and a half it may 
bo completed right up to the city 
of Changchaw. 


A Ctasn Berweex tH Soxprers. 

There has been a recrudescence 
of fighting at Anhai, this time not, 
however, ‘between ‘the Northern 
and Southern forces, but between 
the Fukien and Cantonese troops 
of the Southern army. There hi 
been rivalry between these two 
sections as to the exercise of pow. 
er, and this camo to a head in 
hostilities which resulted in some 
hundreds of casualties. 

Motor cars have been sent up 
to Anhai to be put on the road 
between that port and Chuanchow. 
They have been put through some 
preliminary trials, in readiness 
for undertaking regular work 
when the district is quiet again. 


Some enterprising public spirited 
citizens are about to launch a move- 
ment for the establishment of a 
zoological park in Canton. Zool 
is being taught in most of the 
Middle Schools but the students 
have very little opportunity to 
study animal life at first hand. 
The provinces of China cover such 
a large area that if one of all the 
different specics of animals found in 
China were to be collected and ex- 
hibited in one large zoological park, 
Canton would have one of the 
largest and most — interesting 
zoological parks in the world. 








Coantaxper Wong Chi-zen, of the 
Chinese Admiralty, has been sent 
to Peking by the local Naval 
authorities for the purpose of seeing 
the Minister of the Navy and ask- 
ing him to approach the Minister 
of Finance with a view to remitting 
money , to Shanghai to defray 
various expenses It is reported 
that no money has been sent to 
Shanghai for several months and 
between 30 and 40 thousand dollars 
are required to meet the need. Part 
of the money, if any is sent down, 








CAN CHINA CALL IT 
JUSTICE ? 





Why Ex-Ter ritoriality Stays 
From an Anhui Correspondent, 


A case of “Jedder justice” is 
just now providing a topic of inter- 
est to the whole city. The story 
is thus: 

1.—An ex-employee in a tea-shop, 
after gambling up to midnight, 
came back to the tea-shop to get 
a little rest before daylight. Quite 
a few homeless fellows manage to 
get a covering over their heads at 
night in these places at little or 
no cost. The man appears to have 
pulled down a couple of boards 
which form the frontage and next 
morning a waterpipe and other 
rifles were missing. The man wag 
accused but denied. He was beaten 
but would not confess. He was 
strung up by thumb and big toe 
and a stone put on the small of his 
back, but still he would not cwn 
up. “He was quite ready to die 
for he had no relatives to disgrace.” 

‘The ward officers seem to have 
had a share in this “examination” 
or “trial.” By night a‘mother turn- 
ed up and it proved impossible to 
persuade her to pay for the missing 
articles and take her son away. 
Next morning a whole batch of 
clansmen appeared and demanded 
the production of the missing ar- 
ticles as proof of the man’s eh 
and they would deal with him. 
These, however, were not procur- 
able, so fault was found with the 
landlord for maltreating their rela- 
tive without any proof of his having 
stolen the articles. 

For two ‘there has been 
much tea-drinking and talking in 
an adjoining tea-shop. The tea- 
shop in question is closed and the 
landlord is “not at home.” How 
tho matter will end is not quite 
certain, but the sufferer is demand- 
ing a payment of 100 days’ wages. 
The landlord’s friends will prob- 
ably arrange a compensation and 
so save any appeal to the official. 


A Torronep Stave Grint. 
2.—Five years ago I wrote about 
the ill-treatment of a slave girl. 
Another case has just taken place 
here. A girl from another province 
has been in the Prefect’s yaimén 
for some time. She is 18 (Chinese) 
which means under 17 really. She 
is thin, evidently underfed, and 
looks wretched in the extreme. 
Her wrists are scarred with thong 
marks, new and old, showing how 
she has been tied up and beaten. 
She was accused of stealing food 
and similar things and has now 
been sold to a poor family for $20. 
She avoids people and will not 
speak—according to ther new 
mother-inlaw. (When my wife saw 
her she would not speak and hid 
away.) . 
Allowing that the punishment 
was inflicted by the women-folk, 
the fact that such things can take 
place in the official residence proves 
that China hes a long way to 
travel before she can fulfil the con- 








will be used in making repairs to 
the Chinese gunboats in port. 
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TALES OF HORROR FROM SIBERIA 


Ducal Coffins By Rail—A Hasty Retreat In The Snow 
—The Reds’ Story of Nikolaievsk 


From Our Own Copondentrres 


Harbin, March 26. 

A few days ago a death train con- 
taining nearly 600 typhus cases and} 
attended to by a single doctor and 
a much undermanned personnel 
arrived at Harbin and is still here. 
The condition of these miserable 
wretches is deplorable and an 
urgent appeal by the doctor in 
question has done a little. good,| 
but not nearly enough, for most of; 
those in Harbin who can afford to 
give liberally care little about the 
sufferings of others and will not! 
interest themselves further than 
donating a pittance. Unless 
adequate funds medicaments, etc., 
are forthcoming it is quite pos-! 
sible that an outbreak may start in 
Harbin itself, for other trains are 
jue. 


An extraordinary find has been} 
made at Hailar by somo railway 
men. A  box-car addressed to 
Colonel Bulikoff, who is Simionov’s 
representative at Hailar, was open-, 
ed and found to contain apparent-! 
ly bags. of flour and firewood. 
Underneath these were found eight 
coffins, each one duly labelled, six 
bearing the names of grand dukes 
and duchesses and the other two 
the name of a priest and a valet of 
one of the grand dukes. 

To make sure there was no ruse 
one coffin was opened and a body 
was revealed. In addition to the 
names of the dead there was also 
written who had killed them and 
where. The question is being ask- 
ed who had forwarded on these 
bodies and for what reason and 
where they were ultimately destined 
to bo sent. In theso days when 
railwaymen expect to find hidden 
away gold, jewels and other pre- 
cious metals, to be confronted with 
coffins containing murdered _per- 
sons is indeed a gruesome and un- 
nveleome find. 


Kauarxorr’s Rerrest. 
March 27. 

‘There has recently arrvied back 
to Habarovsk from Lahassusu a 
surgeon and his assistant, belong- 
ing to Kalmikoff’s detachment, who 
have given the following particu- 
jars concerning the disarming of 
Kalmikoff and his force by the 
Chineso in Chinese territory, After 
a series of minor engagements with 
partisan bands in which Kalmikoff’: 
detachment lost some 10 killed and 
15 wounded and a great many both 
severely and slightly _ frostbitten, 
the detachment arrived at Kouk 
levo on March 1. Here was receiv- 
ed the news of the approach of a 
strong force of partisans from the 
side of Iman. On account of this 
the detachment on that very same 
evening crossed over into Chinese 
territory taking with them their 
sick and wounded but leaving be- 
hind all supplies that could be 
dispensed with, 








The detachment left in full 
fighting order, but without follow- 
ing any beaten track. First pro- 
ceeded the cavalry up to their 
waists in snow, followed by the in- 
fantry knee-deep, trying to plod 
onwards; the sleighs carrying the 
frostbitten and the wounded as 
well as the supplies brought up the 
rear. The crossing was made at 
night in the neighbourhood of Nor. 

In a small forest the first halt 
was called “for dinner.” Owing 
to the shortage of supplies it was 
only a meal in name. Everybody 
had to shift for himself and lay 
his hand on what he could whilst 
the horses ate the dried branches 
of the trees. After the repast the 
detachment pushed on again in the 
deep snow. In the evening the 
detachment reached a fairly large 
forest where it camped in the open 
for the night. The number of 
frostbitten increased the whole 
ti Many of those frozen re- 
mained on the read, especially the 
cadets. In some instances a suffer- 
ing soldier or cadet. stopping for 
a rest, fell asleep and never again 
awoke. The detachment had no one 
who actually gave orders and con- 
sequently every one had to shift 
for himself. 


A Prriaete Story. 


Every day some 20 versts were 
covered. On the third day the 
detachment encountered a severe 
storm, and the number of the frost- 
bitten rose to 330 or double what 
it had been originally. The same 
day the detachment arrived at a 
Korean Village 12 versts from Nor. 
Here in Korean huts dressings 
were made for the wounded and 
frostbitten and for two days and 
nights work continued incessantly. 
‘The next move was on to Oust-Nor 
where the detachment stayed two 
days. On the second day a Chinese 
official arrived and demanded the 
arms. This request was complied 
with, the detachment keeping three 
rifles, all revolvers as well as side 
arms in order to be able to resist 
attacks of Hunghutzes. The detach- 
ment pushed on further on the 
beaten track to Fukdien (on the 
Sungari) each man having been 
given a sum of money from the 
detachment’s treasury. The first 
to arrive at Fukdien was the 
transport carrying the wounded 
and sick and the remainder of the 
supplies. 

‘The Chineso authorities met the 
detachment and greeted them, giv- 
ing them at once buildings in which 
to place the wounded and frozen 
who were provided with food and 
other necessities by the Chinese. 
The authorities also stated that all 
those ‘who had not sufficient money 
to buy food with would be fed free 
hy them until they received monev 
from Harbin. On March 7 the 
detachment were notified they must 








leave the town on the 9th, but on. 
the sth unexpectedly turned up a 
detachment of Chinese soldiers who 
at once began to chaso those who 
were not sick out of their lodgings, 
telling them to go on to Lahassusu 
or Harbin. The sick were not 
molested. 


Tue Leaner ARRESTED. 

A panic ensued among the detach- 
ment who sought vainly to find 
Kalmikoff and his staff. It ap- 
pears that Kalmikoff and his staff 
had been invited by the commander 
of the Chinese troops to tea, and 
when they presented themselves. 
they were told that they were ar- 
rested and were placed in separate 
rooms with a guard over each. 
After the arrest of Kalmikoff and 
his staff a part of the detachment 
including the officers were sent +o 
Lahassusu under a convoy of Chin- 
ese soldiers, and were subjected to 
bayonet pricks and bamboo blows: 
from the latter. A part of them 
arrived at Lahassusu and a pact 
whilst en route ran away in differ- 
ent directions. The dangerously 
sick are still at, Fukdien and their 
condition is frightful. On March 
12 the Chinese Colonel at that town 
sent away those whose condition 
was not so bad and could walk to 
Tahassusu under tho charge of a 
Russian doctor and assistants. The 
Chinose soldiers on the road treat- 
ed them with consideration as did’ 
the Chinese population of Lahas- 
sust, 


Evests ar NrKoratevsx, 
March 30. 


Tho Staff of the Red Army of the 
Nikolaievk district has made up a 
lengthy report upon tho events 
that occurred at, Nikaoievsk during 
February and March and tho réle 
played by the Japaneso troops sta- 
tioned at that port. According to: 
this report it is alleged that the 
Japanese killed three parlemen- 
taires who were sent by the Reds 
into the town. 

Finally after a day’s bombard- 
ment a truce was arranged, and 
Nikolaievsk fell into the hands of 
the Reds on February 28. 

Japanese guards remained ab 
the buildings occupied by the: 
Japanese, whilst Japanese troops 
were allowed to go about the town 
armed. The Reds also furnished 
the Japanese with any foodstuffs 
they were in need of, the Japanese 
officers were frequent visitors at the 
Red Staff and openly declared’ 
themselves in sympathy with the 
Bolsheviks, even wearing red bands: 
round their arm. They further 
promised to furnish the Reds with 
arms and other warlike materials, 
but all this, as afterwards turned 
out, was simply a mask in order to 
cover up the preparations the 
Japanese were making themselves. 





Reps ALtece TREACHERY. 

On March 12, or rather the fol- 
lowing morning, strong Japanese: 
detachments made their appear- 
ance at the Red headquarters staff, 
at the temporary barracks of one 
regiment, before another building 
where were located the artillery 





and other buildings occupied’ by 
Soviet authorities and military 
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staffs. The attack was fully un- 
expected. The main attack was 
made against the headquarters 
Staff where tho sentries were killed 
and which was subjected to heavy 
machine-gun and rifle fire, inflam- 
mable hand grenades being also 
used with the result that the build- 
ing caught fire from all sides. The 
members of the staff were only able 
to make their escape with much 
difficulty and amidst a hail-storm 
ef bullets. Other buildings of the 
lesser 
degree to the same kind of thing, 
and flames broke out in different 
part of the town- 

‘The devilish plan, continues 
the Red renort, that the Jap- 
anese had been quietly prepar- 
ing without any suspicion on the 
part of the Reds was now made 
clear. It was their ohiect completely 
to wipe out the Reds and as this 
attack came as a complete sur- 
prise at the beginning it appeared 
as if the Jananese would accom- 
plish their object. but on account 
of the former not being possess»d 
of the spirit that was living in the 
heart of the pensant-workman 
army, the latter eventually deafeat- 
ed the Japanese completely and 
routed them. 

The Jananese were eventually 
heaten back, taking refuge in their 
Consulate and in their barracks 
which they fortified. All the 
Japanese civil pooulation had been 
armed and also took nart in the 
fighting against the Reds. 


Japanese SURREND! 
On ch 14 communication 
was received from General Yamada, 
the Japanese Commandant at Ha- 
barovsk. addressed to the Japanese 
Commander at Nikolaievsk order- 
ing him to stop fighting at once 
against the Soviet troons and to 
maka an armistice. This com- 
muncation was sent by telegraph 
in the Russian and Japanese langu- 
ago and the text was handed over 
to the Japanese by the Red authori- 
ties together with the request of thr 
latter that the Japanese should 
hand over all their arms. At 12 
o'clock on March 15 a white flag 
appeared over the Japanese bar- 
racks, and soon afterwards the arms 
of 120 men were handed over to the 
Reds. These Japanese were atl 
promntly arrested and considered 
as prisoners of wer. 

















A Reuter telegram from Tientsin 
states that Mr, H. G. Woodhead 
Editor of the “Peking & Tientsin 
Times,” has been decorated with 
‘the commandership of the Order 
of the British Empire for war 
services. 





Amone the returned students 
holding office in Peking, the oldest 
is 67 and tho youngest is 21, while 
the average age seems to be about. 
33. In tho Ministry of War 34.1 
per cent. of the officials are return- 
ed students; in the Ministry of 
Education 28.8 per cent-; in the 
Foresty Bureau 32.2 per cent; in 
the Ministry of Commerce 48.6 per 
cent.; in the National Supreme 
Court 40 per cont., and in the 
Ministry of Communications 46.7 
per cent. 











SCOTTISH LETTER 





Paisley During the 
By-Election 
From Our Own Correspondent. 
Edinburgh, Feb. 3. 

Interest in the Paisley fight is 
no longer confined to regular poli- 
ticians. Recent developments have 
thoroughly aroused the attention 
of the genera! public, and it is the 
only topic of the day. Wherever 
one moves mention is sure to be 
heard of some aspect of the most 
stirring by-election since pre-war 
days. Keen though the interest 
is, curiously enough, there is little 
partisanship in the talk which 
makes the suburban trains, the 
tramways, and the tea and coffee 
shops so cheerful and animated. 
The staple of the talk is gossip— 
not discussion, far less debate—and 
the material for the gossip never 
appears to give out. 

One of the leading notes of the 
Paisley election is the rally of 
London ladies, titled and untitled, 
to the old burgh. The reason is 
that a very large percentage of 
the voters’ are women, employed 
in the thread and other mills. At 
one time, and not so very long 
ago, the wives and daughters of 
would be Members of Parliament 
rendered only humble services be- 
hind the lines, they smiled sweetly 
on the electorate and kissed every 
proffered baby. Now they are in 
the fighting line, and even go for- 
ward with the storming troops. 
Fortunate is the candidate whose 


womenfolk have “a way with them,”} 


and it must be confessed that the 
wife and daughter of Mr. Asquith 
possess this popular quality. 

Mrs. Asquits. 

Mrs. Asquith takes a large part 
in the election though she does not 
make speeches. But she interjects 
remarks. When one of the dread- 
ful Paisley hecklers asked, “Why 
did Mrs. “Asquith keep a German 
maid?” Mrs. Asquith was instant- 
ly on her feet with a vigorous “I 
never had a German maid.” 

Mrs. Asquith strikes a style of 
costume that makes the Paisley mill 
lassies gasp. When I saw her (this 
on the authority of a lady journalist 
for the information of lady readers) 
she was wearing a smart toque, 
thickly adorned with feathers; a 
cioak in the latest rust-coloured 
shade of terra-cotta, like the raps- 
callion cloaks of centuries ago, a 
brave affair, and having full flow- 
ing sleeves to give it character. 
And her boots! She affects the 
long Russian boot of crinkly leather 
that sets off to advantage a parti- 
cularly neat pair of ankles. Mrs. 
Asquith might well be mistaken for 
2 member of the Russian ballet; 
she has the dainty walk of a 
premiére danseuse. 











Lavy Boxman Carrer. 

Much more important than Mrs. 
Asquith is Lady Bonham Carter. 
Certainly she is the most_ attrac. 
tive personality in the election, and 
fills the part of first lieutenant and 





right-hand woman to her father 
with great enthusiasm. She has 
the gift of speech, and her spright- 
ly advocacy of her father’s claims 
gives variety and piquancy to the 
heavy qualities of ordinary political 
oratory. 

She possesses charm as well’ as 
force; although a woman in public 
life can scarcely be described as 
“quiet,” this does not tell against 
her in a constituency familiar with 
the ways and manners of mill-girls. 
Very slender and of average height, 
she has the strongly marked 
Asquith face, with her mother’s 
quickness and not a little of ber 
father’s solidity. Violet, as she 
used to be called, was married to 
Sir Maurice Bonham Carter, her 
father’s one-time private secretary, 
in 1915, She has: two baby girls, 
and “I am told,” she declares, 
“that the Liberal party is the best 
custodian of the interests of women 
and children.” 

I may add that a leading London 
news agency instructed their re- 
presentative at the'election, “We 
want verbatim reports of Lady 
Bonham Carter’s speeches.” The 
only other person on their regular 
verbatim list at the present time 
is Mr. Lloyd George! 


Wootxe tHe Woxey. 


The women voters had a demon- 
stration “all to their very own 
selves.” To an old campaigner 
it was a remarkable spectacle. 
What a change from the not far 
distant days when at big political 
gatherings a few seats in one of 
the galleries were reserved to tho 
voteless ones by way of. concession. 
The interest which the assembly 
tock in the platform was practi- 
y confined to the Asquith trio— 
with Mr. Asquith a bad third. 
“Margot” and “Violet,” as the 
Paisley womenfolk spoke of them, 
completely threw the Ex-Premiet 
into the shade. 

I may say, in supplement to a 
sentence earlier in this letter, that 
the dresses of these two ladies are 
fully chronicled in every Scottish 
newspaper, and a male cynic states 
that these details are the only 
paris of the campaign reports which 
are regularly read by the female 
portion of his household. That 
may or may not be, but this I can 
state that the petticoated audience 
at Paisley listened to Mr. Asquith 
and Sir Donald Maclean with 
courteous attention, and it was 
only when Lady Bonham Carter 
stood up that a buzz of excitement 
passed over the hall. She tossed 
aside her fur wrap, and appear- 
ed in “a black velvet gown with 
a fur collar, a vest of gold tissue, 
and a narrow girdle of jade rib- 
ben.” 

_ One point in her little. speech 
is worth repeating. Referring to 
what she described as her father’s 
“backwardness” on the question of 
women’s suffrage, she recalled that 
the methods adopted to convert 
him were not exactly persuasive. 
For three years, she said, he was 
surrounded by maniacs flourishing 
dog whips and other weapons; she 
had grown up in that setting: and 
she confessed that she sometimes 
wondered whether it would be safe 
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to give women tne vote, and whe- 
ther they were fitted tor public 
re. 

These details are given because 
without them it is impossible to 
give one of the strongest local 
colours in the election. 

It should also be stated for the 
information of those who may have 
been reading accounts of some 
rather fantastic electoral contests, 
that the Paisley by-election, so far 
at least as the women ate con- 
cerned, is not another Plymouth. 
Certainly it is not a second Ashton- 
under-Lyne. It remains to bo seen 
whether the latter constituency has 
been susceptible enough to send 
the husband of Vesta Tilley to the 
House of Commons because the 
lady publicly declared that she 
“adored” him, giving proof of the 
same with Kisses. Such _wifely 
affection is admirable, but: Paisley 
would, without doubt, think it 
somewhat irrelevant. 


‘Tae Heckters 


What strikes a stranger is the 
keen quality of the heckling. In 
the North we are notoriously ad- 
dicted to that political pastime, 
and have devoted much study to 
the art, but the Paisley questioners 
are of really exceptional s! 
There seems to be no limit to their 
resourcefulness. They manage to 
infuse into the closing houn of 
every political meeting a pawky 
humour, often with a bite in it, 
that is peculiarly Scottish. By 
general consent the “buddies” are 
every whit as proficient as those 
legendary greybeards of East Fife, 
whose prowess Mr. Asquith—while 
he was member for the constituency 
—used to estimate so highly and 
treat so respectfully. 


Turoven Oruers’ Specractes. 


‘The London journalists have made 
heroic attempts to understand 
Paisley and its political life; their 
success is rather mixed and partial. 
The heckler is treated as if he were 
a new phenomenon instead of being 
one of the most familiar figures at 
our elections for a couple of gen- 
erations at least. And the repro- 
ductions of the local idiom and 
dialect are pitiful in the extreme. 


Here is one of the best of the 
Cockney accounts, and Scots abroad 
will be amused at its details :—An 
oyster is a voluble chatterer com- 
pared with the average Paisley 
voter, and the most laconic of all 
are the solid lower middle classes, 
who have such a big proportion of 
votes. They live in homes that are 
their little forts, with windows and 
furniture so assiduously polished 
that the dazzle is almost painful. 
Indeed, when a Paisley housewife 
goes to paradise, I should say that 
.the first thing she asks for is a 
duster. Matched with this singular 
industriousness is the taciturnity of 
Paisley. I called on an old weaver 
who has seen 70 years of Paisley 
politics, and attempted to pluck iis 
opinion, but his relatives said he 
sat by the fre thinking for weeks 
at a time without speaking a word 
to thom in his meditations, and 
he would not talk to a stranger. 
“Punch” represents the Paisley 
mill-girl as hatless and wearing a 








shawl. If the artist knew Paisley 
as well as Mr. MacKean or Mr. 
Biggar, or had even the limited 
acquaintance of Mr. Asquith he| 
would be aware that the shawl- 
wearing mill-girl belonged to the 
Victorian era. In these Georgian 
days she wears a hat and the usual 
skirt and coat. But of course the 
cartoonist followed the conventional 
treatment. 


Poetry anp Poritics, 


_The Paisley poets are having the 
time of their lives. One of them 
delivers himself thus :— 

No speaker in the fray is smarter 

‘Than charming Lady Bonham Carter, 

In eager crowds the voters gather, 

As much for her as for her father. 

Her, father must be glad he brought 

er, 

For she’s a jewel of a daughter. 

Another rhymer chants as follovs: 

For she’s a jewel of a daughter, 

Where is now the Labour party? 

Where MacKean, who laughs so hearty? 

Where the Socialists’ repartee? 





A third gives this adtice to the 
Coalition candidate couched in a 
series of atrocious puns :— 

Fecht hard: 

MacKean your blade and 

Asquith confidence for a 

Biggar majority! 

And Ye shall win, man! 





ANTI-FOREIGN FEELING 
IN KOREA 


_In a letter from Mr. Wilson, of 
Kenghwa and Paikchun, qucted in 
the “Morning Chim,” occur the 
following remarks on the present 
‘situation :— 

There is a tremendous difference 
between Korean affairs when you 
left us (in 1917) and the condition 
to-day. If I had not been here, I 
should have said that such a change 
was impossible. The agitation for 
independence, whilst it has shown 
up the evils of the military Govern- 
ment of the Japanese, has compel- 
led them to make certain changes, 
and this has made young Korea, 
unfortunately, suffer from a_ very 
swollen head. Every young Korean 
believes that the League of Nations 
has no other work to do than restore 
the independence of Korea. The 
most incredible stories have been 
circulated and believed, such as that 
America has landed her troops at 
Chemulpo, that the Japanese police 
stations were to be bombed, that 
President Wilson has arrived in 
person to conduct operations - - 
There is a certain anti-foreien 
feeling abroad now, fanned by the 
newsnaper campaign of “the East 
for the East.” 














AN experiment with the co- 
education of young men and women 
is being tried in the Government 
University at Peking, and the 
Minister of Education suggested 
the extension of the experiment to 
the Government colleges at Nan- 
king. The high officials of the 
province are objecting on the 
ground of “the present moral 
standard of the Chinese, male and 
female.” 








SEARCH FOR CHEAPER 
LIVING 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


London, Feb. 3. 

The following paragraph appear- 
ed in one of the papers this week. 
It is worth quoting because the 
faets it sets forth are absolutely 
true. 


Muippie-ctass Woutp-be Exicrants. 


‘The retired and civil servant who are 
finding their pensions inadequate to meet 
modern requirements are not contenting 
themselves with writing to the papers 
about their plight. A bank manager 
tells me he is inundated with letters 
from such clients who ask him to re- 
commend them some country where tho 
cost of living is not so high, He assures 
me that bank branches all over the 
country are receiving similar letters, 
and that there is at the present time @ 
widely growing circle of middle-class 
people who are anxious to get away from 
England to some foreign shore where 
they can live in quiet comfort on small 
fixed incomes. The obstacles are that in 
countries where living is cheap tho ex- 
changa penalizes tho transfer of money 
from England, and that it is almost im- 

il ian to book a passage 
to any attractive land, such as Portugal, 
Spain, or Madeira, 


The difficulty is, of course, that 
with the exosption of the three 
countries mentioned in the last 
line, there are no lands in Europe 
where living is as agreeable as it 
is here. Even in neutral countries 
like Switzerland tho cost of living 
is appalling, and for the first time 
on record there is an_ effort to 
limit the number of visitors, since 
the Swiss know with a good deal 
of certainty that they will not be 
able either to house or feed them 
in the coming summer. What, 
therefore. the scores of thousands 
of Americans will do who are 
coming over to visit Eurone after 
the war passes one’s imagination. 
They should  recollert. that thoy 
will como to countries where the 
after affects of the strugele are 
universally manifest, and they will 
meet with more inconveniences and 
positive discomforts than they have 
any idea of. 


It is no use coming well supplied 
with money, becauss this nowadays 
has but little value in many 
countries’ The main thing is to 
come supplied with food, and 
those who bring somo supplies 
with them will probably be glad 
of it at some stage of their travels. 

















Covnretes Open to Iaatrcrants- 


Spain, Portugal and Madeira 
only appeal to a limited number 
of people, and the inhabitants of 
each of the three will probably 
soon find that they have visitors 
enough. The outlook is therefore 
exceptionally good for tho various 
parts of the British Empire which 
need an increased population to 
push their claims, 


The shipping difficulty _ till 
exists, but to an ever-decreasing 
extent, and probably very few 
ex-service men really know the ex- 
traordinary cheapness with which 
they can secure passages to all 





parts of the Empire. 
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AUSTRALIAN NOTES 


New Defence Schemes—The Workman’s Wardrobe— 
Rods in Pickle for the Engineers 


From Our Own 


Melbourne, Feb, 11. 

There is no question that the! 
appointment. of General Ryrie is! 
a sure sign that both military and! 
naval defence are to be placed/ 
well in the front of tha Govern- 
ment’s programme. 
be remembered that the 
Opposition at the el: 
itself, to abolish all compulsory | 
training, which, in the face of the 
past failure of volunteer _ militia 
training, meant the abolition — of 
all defence preparations against 
the possible contingencies of war, 
Tho appointment of a soldier, 
straight from active service in! 


Labour 





those who declare that Australia 
is becoming subjected to militarism. 

There is little question that. 
defence is going to cost this 
country far more in the immediate 
future than it did in pre-war days. 


Upon the Navy Department 
before the war the ordinary ex. 
Penditure was £1,500,000 and this 
ross during the war by £200,000, 
excluding w ces. With the 
adoption, even in part, of Admiral 
Jellicoc’s recommendations the new 
peace expenditure (omitting _con- 
struction) will probably be at least 
+£3,000,000. 

Speaking at a Mayoral luncheon 
in the presence of the Governor- 
General this week Sir Joseth Cook 
directed particular, attention to the 
big | shipbuilding programme _ of 
the United States, and to the fact 
that tho naval estimates of Japan 
absorbed 30 per cent. of the total 
revenue. We must look, he said. 
not to what we wanted ‘here at 
hom, but to what reople were 
doing in other countries, He even 
declared that if the British defence 









estimates of _£150,000,000 were 
divided by ten it would show what 
Australia ought to do. Coming 


from so canny and deliberate a 
spenker as Sir Joseph this forecast 
of £15,000,000 a year expenditure 
on Australian ‘defence is not 
without significance. 

Hieu Cosr or Living, 

While Australia had enjoyed 
comparatively low cost of living 
during the war, recently, with the 
despatch abroad of the huge stores 
of foodstuffs, with the return of 
the soldiers, ‘and the scattering of 
their accumulated deferred pay, 
and with industrial and climatic 
troubles, prices have soared beyond 
the sight of tho ordinary man in 
the street. 

A cottage that was once rented for 
£1 a werk is now letting for double 
that amount; houses which ten 
years ago could have been built for 
£500, now cost £800. In Sydney a 
Labour Government introdu a 
Fair Rents Court, which after three 
Years of existence has shown that 
the landlords do not rob, but that 
With no chance of good letting or 
good leasing the speculative build- 








ions pledged | fact 
ae {have been mostly on strike, always 
getting more, 
satisfied. 
get from 18/- to £1 
hours, and ther labourers in pro- 
portion, 
decided that in future there 
be no working on Saturday, and 
Palestine, is a direct challenge toj they did not 


and welfare. 
men drawing, when not on _ str 
from £2.10/-'to £4.5/- per 
One man, secretary of a union con. 
ta 
that it was cniy a fair thing that 
each 
include a sports blazer: and other 
witnesses vere 
this point. Une also wanted cricket 
shoes and football 
they required three to four 
a Year, 

pairs of socks, thrse or more good 
shirts, and sever 
They required at least two, if not 
three, tailor-made 
of clothes during the year, besides 
a liberal allowance of the rougher 
class of wear for use during 
working hours. 
noted, had wives and children, and 
if the whole 5 
dressed “to match” the father, it 
is not the high cost of living they 
were complaining about, but 
fact that they sre living in 
world instead of in one which has 
not yet been discovered. 


shipping has been 
consequence of the demands of the 
marine 





ers suspend business, In Mel- 
bourne there is a shortage 


of ' Government, 


Correspondent 


thousands of houses, and builders 
tre merely 

already built. 
and shabby looking house, 
@ couple of hundred pounds on 
and sell it at nearly double what 
First it must they paid. 


bling in houses 


spend 
it 


But ell this is largely due to the 
that the building workers 


but never being 
the bricklayers 
a day of eight 


To-day 


Last week-end they 


is to 
work. Already ’ they 


are agitating for more money to 
make up for the 
Ive decided not to wor; 
goose that Jaid the 
never in greater peril than is Aus- 
tralian industry to-day. 


half day they 
The 


olden egg was 





Tue Beccar on Horsesack. 


Away .in the back country, 
amongst ‘tho sheep stations, the 


shearers are demanding that they be 


conveyed to and from the shearing 


sheds in motor-cars, that they shall 


not only be supplied with libraries 
on the stations, but that there shall 
be travelling libraries to accompany 


them on tieir journeyings from one 
job to another, 
at its present price 

geld-egg-laying goose. 


Fortunately woo) 
is a veritable 





Down here in Melbourne we are 






getting some weird evidence, given 
on oath, as to what the ordinary 
manual labourer considers 

absolutely necessary to his comfort 


The witnesses are 





weel 





ining 15,000 members, thought 


worker’s wardrobe _ shculd 


also strong upon 
boots. Mostly 
hats 


twelve to fifteen dozen 





working ones. 
first-class suits 
the 
These men, be it 


fam: was to be 





the 
this 


Marine Excrxeers ox Strixe. 
For fully ten weeks the coastal 
held up in 


engineers. For a time, 


seeing that the Commonwealth 


which is really in 


They buy a weary | th 


control of shipping under war 
regulations, and shipowners 
themselves were willing to. give 
considerable advances in wages, the 
difficulty was expected quickly to 
adjust itself. The demands of the 
engineers and the offers of the 
owners practically agree in the 
case of those employed on steamers 
of small tonnage, and there is a 
difference of only 5/- per month in 

© rival rates for junior officers, 
but when we look at the figures for 
engineers of ships of 1,000 tons 
and over, and these are the 
principal ‘steamers trading be- 
tween Australian pofts the gap 
between demand and offer is con- 
siderable, 

A ballot was taken the other day 
and was lost by a small majority, 
It was at once asserted in unionist 
circles that there had been a 
misunderstanding, and that a fresh 
ballot would result in the ac- 
ceptance of the owners’ offer, This 
second ballot. was taken and gave 
@ most decisive . negetive result. 
It is clear that’ the engineers’ 
leaders were merely fooling. with 
a view to allaying ‘anxiety in the 
opposition camp and enabling thens 
to strengthen their position. There 
were already 6,000 coal miners 








Jidle in New South Wales and: over 


10,000 factery and other hands in 
Victoria, 

Indeed there was every ap- 
pearance that the engineers were 
doing what their leaders had 
threatened, namely, “make the 
people sit’ up and ' take notice.” 
As theso lines aro being written the 
Commonwealth Government is pre- 
paring to launch a bolt from its 
armoury, which will precipitate the 
engineers down into their engine- 
rooms, or produce something akin 
to revolution. Happily the | War 
Precautions Act has not been 
finally repealed. It does not. cease 
to operate until the end of next 
June. Under it the Government is 
issuing a proclamation making it 
an offence to help the engineers in 
any way, to collect money for them, 
or distribute it or pay out any 
existing funds. Seeing that the 
engineers have a fighting fund of 
about £10,000 the fact that they 
cannot distribute strike pay ati 
the rate of £3.3/- # week is cal- 
culated to promote a willingness 
to reconsider their position. 














To supplement the depreciated 
rouble and facilitate the remittance 
business in Harbin, the branch- 
offices of the Banks of China and 
Communications there have issued 
notes to serve as a medium of re- 
mittances from Harbin to Tientsin 
and Shanghai, but not to bo re- 
paid in’ specie at these ports. 





Tre construction of a military 
road between Canton and the Gov- 
ernment. Arsenal will be jointly 
undertaken by the Arsenal and the 
Municipality. The Municipality 
will purchase the land for the road 
and have the tombs removed, while 
tho Arsenal will be responsible, for 
the construction of the road. The 
tombs will bo entirely removed 
within 15 days;' and the road is 








expected to be finished in three 
months. - ? 
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were nevertheless entitled to say 
what form, in your opinion, peace 
should take, so as to prevent the 
recurrence of war. Your memo- 
randa stating the military 
guarantees which you considered 
indispensable are characterized by 
experience and patriotism. Let us 
hope that the world will never have 
cause to repent of having only 
taken a part of your advice.” 

The Marshal recommended an- 
nexation or at least neutralization 
of German territory up to the left 
hank of the Rhine. Apparently M. 
Poincaré shared this view but has 
hitherto been prevented by his 
position from saying so. His ad. 
dress, which contained a_remark- 
ably lucid summary of the war, 
procured him auite an ovation. 
which is generally interpreted as 
meaning that the most influential 
people im’ France are disgusted 
with the hesitation and indecision 
of the Peace Conference and regret 
that Marshal Foch’s advice was not 
taken. 


M. Oremenceav’s Hottpay. 


M. Clemenceau is carrying out 
his long cherished conception of a 
holiday, and, as I announced some 
months ago, he has gone to Egypt 
for sunshine and change of air. He 
-does not seem in the least overcome 
by the long strain he has undergone. 
‘The captivity of office has not 
damped the Tiger’s spirits! To an 
interviewer at Marseilles who 
asked if he had seen a telegram 
from Cairo stating that threaten- 
ing language had been used against 
him by Egyptian Nationalists, he 
replied in the negative, adding that 
‘he did not care two straws and that 
‘the matter was not of the slightest 
consequence. 

Politicians here are asking, not 
without a tkace of anxiety, what 
M. Clemenceau intends to do when 
he returns. He himself says he 
means to set to work again—a 
phrase which may be interpreted in 
various ways. There are quite a 
few people who hope it means that 
he will retire to his native Vendée 
and write his memoirs, and, above 
all, that he will refrain from pub- 
lishing them. Some of his personal 
friends, however, think it is quite 
likely that he will plunge _ into 
active political journalism again, im 
which case the wire-pullers may 
have cause for bitterly regrettin: 
that they did not make him Pre. 
sident of the Republic. 

One of his friends has said: 
“His mind is not at all concerned 
with the past, but he insists ca 
looking forward to the future.” It 
M. Clemenceau takes up his pen 
again in “Z’Homme Libre” and, 
with it, the réle of candid critic, 
the lot of the men in office will not 
be a happy one. 


A Rise 1s Breap. 

It appears from a Presidentixi 
decree that the expected increase 
in the price of bread in France wiil 
take place on March 1. The pre- 
amble explains that, owing to the 
rise in foreign exchange and th2 
deficit in home crops, it is impos- 
sible to continue the present suh- 
sidy, and an effort must be made 














to bring the price of bread nearer 
to its actual cost. 

The decree, which fixes the 
prices at which wheat will be sup- 
plied to millers by the State, does 
aot mention the retail figures, but 
it is calculated that, under the new 
scale, the cost of bread to the 
baker, after allowing for his ex- 
penses, will work out at about 87 
centimes per kilo. At the present 
rate of exchange this represents 
about 83d. for the quartern loaf. 
The retail price of bread will be 
fixed by the Prefect of each 
department. It can hardly be less 
than 1 frane a kilo, which would 
be exactly double the present pri 
As such an increase would _ bea’ 
very hardly on the poorer classes 
of the community. the present rate 
is to be continued for four classes 
of consumers: (1) Heads of 
families having at least three 
children under 17: (2) widows with 
at least two children under 17: 
(2) disabled soldiers; (4) the old 
and infirm. These persons will. be 
given cards entitling them to buy 
400 grammes (13 oz.) of bread per 
dav for each child, at the present 
Price. 





Caterixa ror Tourists, 


It is announced that hotel xc- 
commodation for 100,000 addi- 
tional ‘visitors, and rooms in 
pensions for 200,000 more, is to be 





provided in Paris by the end ct 
nex month for the expected influx 
of tourists, who are sure to come 
in vast numbers to see the battle- 
fields of France. This has been 
rendered possible by the decision 
of the Government to put an end 
to the requisitioning of hotels and 
private buildings for public offices, 
and to restore to their owners 
those already in official occupa- 
tion. 

Paris contains about 600 large 
hotels of good class and 2,500 
smaller ones. some 1,000 of which 
are suitable for tourists and others 
passing through the city, the re- 
mainder being for the working-class 
and local use. These 1,600" hotels 
jean provide 60,000 rooms, _ more 
\than half of which are | double 
|rooms. so that the Parisian hotels 
{can put up about 100,000 visitors. 

It is proposed to set up a central 
booking-oflice for hotel rooms, with 
branches in every railway’ ter- 
minus, so that visitors can  fiid 
out, immediately on arrival, where 
they can get the accommodation 
they require. This plan was sug- 
gested by the success of the offices 
set up during the war at the 
various railway stations to inforin 
British and other Allied officers 
where they could find rooms. The 
system should be most useful to 
visitors, if only the right men are 
found to work it. 











Prepared 
‘the fines 
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BRITISH WOMEN’S WORK 





Survey of A Great 
Undertaking 


We have just received a copy of 
the annual report of the British 
Women’s Work Association covering 
their activities from October, 1918, 
until October, 1919, and while 
considerable amount of the informa- 
tion it contains has already appear- 
ed in the press, the assembly of 
the vital facts connected with the 
Association forms a striking tribute 
to the work which has been 
done by British women all over 
China. For instance, the total sum 
dealt with during the twelve months 
under review amounted to no less a 
sum than $126,233.92, of which over 
$116,000 was spent on material and 
work, $2,700 odd on charges, $2,030 
was the balance carried forward, 
while the administrative expenses 
appear to have been kept at an 
irreducible minimum. The balance 
sheet truly shows what excellent 
and careful work must have been 
put in by those having control of 
the finances, 


Taz Granp Torat. 


Even more striking are the 
figures showing’ fhe actual output 
of the varicus centres during the 
year. Garments and hospital re- 
quirements totalled 161,750 pieces, 
rolled bandages 112,292; war dress- 
ings 139,141, while, when brought up 
to February 90 of this year, the 
figures are 178,769, 162,072 ' and 
139,689 respectively. 

The grand total of work accom- 
plished by the B.W.W.A. from 1914 
until 1920 is:— 

Garments and Hospital 








requirments 431,889 
Rolled bandages 415,980 
War Dressings 382,891 





‘Total 1,230,760 





Those figtres include for 1918- 
1919 over 18,000 socks, 5,000 odd 
woollen garments, over 26,000 shirts, 
£,000 odd silk undergarments, 22,000 
women’s and children’s garments 
and hosts of other things, the fore- 
going figures merely being given to 
indicate the immense amount of 
work that must have been expended 
during the whole period of the war 
in general ond the year under Te- 
view in particular. 





Tae Shanghai Chinese Journal 
of Commerce (daily) is shortly to 
bo issued. Spacious buildings at 
the corner of Foochow and Shan- 
tung Roads have been secured, and 
it. is expected that the machinery 
will bo installed at the end of this 
month. 





AN interesting example of pro- 
gress is to he seen in tho opening 
of a night school for their 
employees by the Nanyang Bros. 
Tobacco Co. Under this scheme 
more than | 6,000 employees will 
have an opportunity of extending 
their education. 


DEAN WALKER’S 
FAREWELL 


Dean Walker bade farewell to 
the congregation ef Holy ‘Irnity 
Church on aster Sunday morning, 
when he preached the following 


sermon, taking 4s his text 
John 21, “Jesus therefore sad 
to them’ again Peace be unto 


you: as the Father has sent me, 
even so send 1 you.” He said:— 

The first thing that I must do 
this morning is to give expression 
to the regret we all feel that our 
Bishop was prevented from 
performing the Institution service. 
‘As you probably know, he has 
sailed for England in order to 
attend the Lambeth Conference. 
Nevertheless I must confess to a 
certain pleasure in having been 
|commissioned by him to institute 
my successor in office, as Dean of 
this Church. The incident illu: 
trates in a peculiat way the cou- 
tinuity of the ministry of the 
Church. 

After His resurrection our Lord 
Jesus Christ appeared to the 
‘Apostles and in the words of my 
text said “Peace be unto you: as 
the Father has sent me so send J 
you.” In these simple words we 
find the whole rationale of the 
Christian ministry. It is succes- 
sive, progressive, but yet abiding. 
It is successive. Jesus was sent by 
the Father, and as He was sent so 
did He send His apostles. They in 
their turn sent others as they them- 
selves had been sent; and so we 
come down to this Easter Day, 
when my dear friend and 





brother is sent by the Bishop to 
be the minister of this cou 
gregation. And we humbly b2 





lieve that the risen Lord  w’ 
presented Himself to His Churei 
on the first Easter Day and gave 
them the Blessing of Peace, is he: 
to-day by representation and will 
give us the same blessing. 

The ministry is also  progres- 
rive. We brethren are servants 
of succession. We live in a worl! 
that is always “passing away.” 
The happy thing is that with 
all the movement there is progres. 
When John the Baptist had word 
brought to him of the success 
of the ministry of Jesus he said 
“He must increase, I must de- 
crease” and that this is a general 
truth and not one only applicable 
to the Christ and His Forerunner 
is shown in the words of our Lord 
to His disciples, when Ho taught 
them that the works that they 
should do would be greater than 
those done by Himself. It is in 
this spirit that I would take leave 
of you. my people. Change is un- 
comfortable and parting is sad, but 
for your Church the future is 
preanant with greater works. 

Again, the Christian ministry is 
abiding’ as well as successive and 
progressive. “As my Father hath 
sent me.” From this we learn that 
the Messianic mission was divine— 
“So send I you” from this we 
learn that the anostolic mission 
was alone divine. We mav therefore 
verceive that the whole business of 
laying of hands at ordination, and 














of institution at the appointment of 
@ priest to a new charge and cure is 
sacramental or parabolic. It is an 
outward sign and form of an in- 
ward spiritual gift. It is the ex- 
pression of a heavenly truth, By 
the eye of faith we most clearly seo 
that the Lord is sending to you a 
servant to be your minister “in 
things pertaining to God.” The 
apostolic succession and all that 
pertains to the doctrine is of value 
simply because with God there is 
what Wo see as successive an etern- 
al and abiding presence. Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, to-day 
and for ever. The commission to 
my brother is the same as that to 
the Apostles. It succeeds to it in 
time, but is part of it in spirit. 

For myself, I am standing before 
you on a last Sunday. Would to 
God that I could show you hands 
and feet pierced in your service. 
For I know that such stigmata are 
the only marks of value. But I 
have a good conscience hat I have 
worked for you, work often ill- 
directed and often incomplete— 
nevertheless work done in love for 
those who have valued it far above 
its real worth. In the name of 
Christ and by His spirit I say 
“Peace be unto you.” 








The Congregation’s Goodbye 


Members of Holy Trinity Cathe- 
dral and friends from other churches 
gathered at the Cathedral School- 
room on ‘Thursday to say good- 
bye to Dean Walker and Mrs. 
Walker. Tea was served in the 
schoolroom, which was most taste- 
fully decorated, and during tea and 
following the presentation a party 
of boys and girls from the Schools. 
sang some charming English folk 
songs. ie 

‘The presentation to’ the Dean 
consisted of a very handsome: 
silver casqvet, inscribed, and 
containing an’ illuminated _ad- 
dress from the congregation, with a 
seroll bearing their names. ‘Part of 
the amount subscribed is to be used 
in establishing Dean Walker scholar- 
ships at the Cathedral school, a 
happy idea suggested by Sir Havil- 
land de Sausmarez. In his speech, 
Sir Havilland incidentally mention- 
ed that members of the committee 
had insisted upon the casquet being 
large enough to give space for the: 
Dean’s favourite cigars, but upon 
receiving the charming gift, its: 
recipient gave an ample assurance 
that it will be put to no such pro- 
fane use. 

Sir Havilland went on to say that 
he arrived in Shanghai much about 
the same time as the Dean and he 
had been present. pretty regularly 
in the Church, their Church, which 
they all loved; and personally one 
of his principal regrets in leaving 
Shanghai would be that he would not 
have Holy Trinity Cathedral to go 
to on Sundays. The Dean would be 
glad to hear that, because the beat 
tifiention of the Church and of its 
services had been near to his heart. 
Moreover, there was another tice 
which united them, and that was 
the School. Sir Havilland was one 














of the first whom the Dean took into 
his confidence when he thought of 
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starting the school, which was to pro- 
vide a choir for the Church and also 
to be of use to the British commun- 
ity in providing its boys, and now 
its girls, with an education which, 
while not narrow, would have a cur- 
riculum based upon those principles 
which they as churchmen believed in 
and tried to live up to. 

They were going to present to the 
Dean a casquet which would contain 
an address signed by members of 
the Church of England congregation 
in Shanghai. Needless to say, al- 
though a limit was put on the sub- 
scription, the casquet could not con- 
tain all the money which was sub- 
scribed, and he had the happy in- 
spiration, in which all his colleagues 
concurred, and which they hoped 
would be thoroughly acceptable to 
the Dean, of devoting the surplus to 
scholarships in the Dean’s name. [t 
would provide an interesting com- 
petition, and keep his memory green 
in a school which he had practically 
founded and for which he had work- 
ed so hard (applause). The casquet 
also contained gifts for Mrs. Wal- 
ker, who had endeared herself to all 
who had worked and lived round the 
Church, and they wished her all 
happiness in the future (applause). 
Sir Havilland concluded by reading 
the address accompanying the cas- 
quet, which he then presented, 
amidst applause. 

‘Tae Deay’s Rerty. 

The Dean, in response, expressed 
his thanks for the delightful gather- 
ing which had been arranged, and 
for the truly wonderful casquet, and 
the address. 

The went on to speak in ap- 
preciative terms of the work of 
members of the congregation dur- 
ing the past ten years in adding to 
the adornment of the Uhurch, and 
to the excellent work of the various 
societies associated with it, saying 
he had been most fortunate in having 
such a splendid lot of men 
and women helping in Church 
affairs. In conclusion, the Dean 
expressed thanks to ‘his clerical 
colleagues and to the Organist 
and Choir. Wardens and Trus- 
tees, and referring to his succes- 
sor, spoke of his long and intimate 
friendship with Mr. Symons, adding 
that it was a pleasure to know he 
would be succeeded by one whom he 
held in such high respect and deep 
regard. 





INSTITUTION OF DEAN 
SYMONS 


On Sunday morning Dean Walker, 
acting as the commissary of Bishop 
Molony, instituted and installed 
the Rev. ©. J. F. Symons, a.a., as 
Dean of Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
and himself took farewell of his 
congregation. There was a large 
attendance at shortened Mattins. 
The Cathedral was charmingly de- 
corated with white flowers. 

Following Mattins and just after 
the recital of the Nicene Creed, : 
the Holy Communion Service, Dean 
Walker after reciting the intention 
of the Bishop to institute Mr. 
Symons as Dean, prayed for the 
Divine guidance of his successor in 
office, whereupon Mr. Edney Page, 








one of the Trustees of the 
Cathedral, presented Charles Joha 
Fitzsimon’ Symons “to be admit- 
ted to the Cure of Souls in this 
Church and Congregation.” Mr. 
Symons made the usual declara- 
tions of assent to the Thirty-nins 
Articles of Religion, the Book of 
Common Prayer and the ordering 
of Bishops, Priests and Deacons, 
and promised to abide faithfully by 
and preserve the terms of  tho| 
Trust Scheme of the Cathedral 

‘Then followed the oaths of 
allegiance and of canonical 
obedience, after which, kneeling 
and holding the seal of the 
episcopal licence in his hands, Mr. 
Symons was duly instituted in the 
accustomed form, and was hande! 
the agreement ‘signed by the 
Trustees providing for his emolu 
ments while in office. 

The Bishop’s Commissary, after 
exhorting the congregation ani 
wardens continually to help him in 
his work, duly installed Dean 
Symons in his stall. ‘5 


SIR H. DE SAUSMAREZ 





Entertained by the Bar 


In the Shanghai Club on Thursday’ 
the local British Bar entertain 
Sir Havilland de Sausmarez to 
what is anticipated was a fareweil 
tiffin. 

The Crown Advocate (Mr. H. P. 
Wilkinson) spoke on behalf of the 
Bar. After referring to Sir Havil- 
land’s distinguished career in the 
judicial service of the Foreiga 
Office, and the fact that he had 
been Judge of this Court for 15 
years, and President of the Hong 
kong ‘Appeal Court for eight years, 

r. Wilkinson congratulated him 
upon retiring—if he were retiring— 
at euch an early stage and in sound 
health. He further congratulated 
him on ‘the fact that he was not 
retiring, as many men did, into 
private life at Home, but was going 
to Guernsey where he would doubt- 
less perform public duties if call- 
ed upon. Reference was the: 
made to the kindly interest which 
Sir Havilland had always taken in 
the Bar as a profession and the 
members of it here. Mr. Wilkinson 
also made reference to the kindness 
of Lady de Sausmarez to the mem- 
bers of the Bar and their wives, 
and he expressed the hope that the 
extensive work of Lady de Saus. 
marez in the public interest, 
especially connected with the war, 
and alee thas st Sir Havilland, 
wor ittingly recognized, 
doubtiess they would be It was 
matter for regret that that re- 
fognition had not been given so 
far. 

Sir Havilland de Sausmarez re- 
plied, and expressed his pride in 
being a member of the Bar, 
although he had not, as some of his 
predecessors, been actually a 
Bractising member of the Bar here. 
He referred to the high _ position 
which the British Bar in China had 
always held in the past, held to- 
day, and which no doubt it would 
continue to hold. He wished them 
a hearty farewell, if farewell is 
was. 








WEDDING 


Wilson—Hudson 


Holy Trinity Cathedral on Wed- 
nesday was the scene of a very 
pretty and interesting wedding, the 
contracting parties being Mr. 
Percy J. Wilson, of the Asiatic 
Petroleum Company, Wuhu, young- 
est son of Superintendent and 
Mrs. 'T. M. Wilson of Shanghai, 
and Miss Louie ie Hudsoa, 
eldest daughter of Mr. A- J. 
Hudson of Ningpo. i 

A large number of friends at- 
tended the ceremony at which the 
Very Rev. A. J. Walker officiate. 
Mr. R. B. Hurry presided at the 
organ. ~ 

Mr. T. R. Macdonald acted 
best man, and Messrs W. C. 
Clifford and I. D. Macdonald carri- 
ed out the duties of ushers. 

At a reception held at the home 
of the bridegroom’s parents the 
bride and bridegroom received the 
hearty congratulations of a large 
number of friends. They were the 
recipients of many useful and hand- 
some presents which were greatly 
admired. 

‘The bridal couple left for the 
north where the honeymoon will 
be spent. 


Se 
Bank of East Asia, Ld. 


A reception marked the formal 
opening of the Bank of East Asia, 
Id., to business on Thursday ast. 

The Bank occupies commodious 
offices in the old China United As- 


as 
G. 


surance Company’s buildings on 
No. 30 The Bund. 
The new banking house is a 


branch office of a new but well- 
known Hongkong bank which only 
began business about 15 months 
ago. This is the second branch, the 
first one being in Saigon. ; 

With a fully subscribed and ‘paid- 
up capital of two million dollars, 
the Bank was able to declare profits 
last year amounting to $200,000. 
All the capital has been subsoribed 
to by some of the most enterprising 
Chinese of Hongkong and Shanghai 
as well as a number in other places. 
‘The organizers were Mr. Kan Chiu- 
nam, of the Narf¥ang Brothers 
Tobacco Co., Mr. Chow Shou-sor, 
Mr. Mok Ching-kong, Chan Ching: 
shek, and Mr. Fung Ping-shan. The 
last-named four gentlemen are big 
shareholders and came to Shanghai 
from Hongkong especially to take 
part in the opening of the Shanghai 
branch. 

‘The Shanghai manager is Mr. L. 
Tse Fong, and the sub-manager is 
Mr. Rue Chang. 

Among the visitors yesterday were 
Messrs. Yang Tcheng, M. Y. San, 
K. P. Chen, Au Ben, Y. C. Tong, 
F. M. Sah, 'S. K. Lau, Chun Fai- 
ting, and others. : 





Stitt another guild has been 
formed. The iron workers have now 
formed a guild outside of the Great 
South Gate of the Chinese City. 
At an informal meeting held yester- 





day the members pledged $300 for 
the initial expenses of the guild. 
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CHINESE BANKS’ 
TRIBUTE TO 
MR. STEPHEN 





Development of Chinese 
Banking 


A function of considerable in- 
terest and inportance took place at 
the Union Club on last Friday 
It took the form of a dinner by 
ike Chinese Bankers’ Association 
to Mr. A. G. Stephen who is leav- 
ing for Home this week. The 
gathering was large and representa- 
tive of the most powerful banking 
interests in China, and the event 
was made the more notable by an 
expression “f opinion on tho part 
of! Mr. Stephen with reference to 
Chinese banks and the Exchange 
Bankers’ Association. 


Mr, Srepuey’s Worx. 
At the conclusion of the dinner 


Mr. Sung Han-chang, manager of 


the Bauk of China, who presided, 
rose to propose the health of Mr. 
Stephen. 

It was indeed a pleasure, he said, 
on behalf of the Chinese ‘Bankers’ 
Association to say a few words ex 
pressing their deep appreciation 
of their departing friend, Mr. 
Stepheg, manager of the Shanghai 
branch of the Hongkong & Shang. 
hai Banking Corporation, the lead- 
ing banking institution in the Far 
East. 

Mr, Stephen had been in Shang- 
hai for the last nine years. During 
that period, China had undergone 
many changes, but he had always 
been willing in rendering services 
to them. In proof of this state. 
ment, he might mention the most 
noted financial crisis in Shanghai 
an the month of May, 1916, when 
the moratorium edict was pro- 
claimed. Mr. remembered 

roaching Mr. Stephen for as- 

tance, and he at once convened 
a meeting ci the whole body of 
foreign bankers here, thus helping 
to avert a most disastrous financial 
crisis. A loan was promised by 

the foreign banks, altho as a 

matter of fact no advance had ever 

been mado as the Bank of China 

Was able to weather the storm 

itself. “ 

The efficieney of co-operation be- 
tween Chinese and foreign banks 
was, therefore, evident. It did 
rot only benefit one party, but 

_ both pasties. With such spirit of 
co-operation, as they had got from 

Mr. Stephen, there would be no 

doubt that the business in Shang- 

hai would soon be developed to 
such an extent thet Shanghai, 
would-be to the Far East, as Lon- 
don to Europe, and New York to 

North America. On_behalé of all 

present he wished Mr. Stephen 

every success end bon voyage. 





Money Marxer Oreanizep. 


In reply Mr. Stephen remarked 
that Mr, Sung had asked him to 
give them some advice, Foreigners 
usually were too ready to give 
advice to Chinese, who after all 


Imew their own business perfectly | achievement, and he thought 


se in banxing. When he (Mr. 
Stephen) came here-nine years ago 
there were the Ta Ching and the 
Chao Tung Banks, but now they ha: 
13 banks carrying on business in 2 
most efficient and able bid on 
crganizing the money market here 
ser theb te waslowe ‘possible to 
carry on without these Periodical 
crises which they used to have. 
He tcok this opportunity of 
thanking the Chinese banks for! the 
essistance they had given to the 
market on many occasions round 
about Chine, New Year. If they 
had withheld their assistance most 
of the foreign banks would have 
been in very bad shape. It was a 
very good sign that banking on 
modern lines had been developed 
in China He understood that 
these banks aspired to _ become 
members of the Foreign Exchange 
Bankers’ Association, that they 
should be recognized on even terms 
in finencing the experts and im- 
ports of China. He saw no reason 


why this should not be brought 
about, and he, for one, did not 
think’ that ‘inereased | banking 





facilities could possibly do 
harm to the banks already 
existence. Un the contrary hi 
experience had been that the more 
banks that brought their resources 
to the assistance of trade, the 
larger the trade grew and ‘more 
money was to be made by the banks: 
and by the merchants. 

If a new foreign bank came to 
Shanghai he always welcomed it 
Ronestly because it meant addi- 
tional capital, additional energy, 
and they were all helping in the 
development of the foreign trade 
of China. Accordingly if these 
Chinese thought that the time had 
come for them to take a hand in 
financing external trade he could 
assure them that Wayfoong would 
raise no objections. 


any 
in 





Moroat Assistance. 


He believed that since he had 
been here the power and prestige 
ef Wayfoong had been maintained, 
and he had found it perhaps easier 
than some ot his predecessors be- 
cause in the past there had been 
fewer foreign banks interested in 
external trade, so there were 
always difficulties and crises aris- 
ing. All the new banks which had 
come within recent years had made 
matters very much smoother. He 
wished to thank Mr. Sung for the 

ssistance he had given him on 
many occasions, and occasionally 
he (Mr. Stephen) had teen able 
to reciprocate. He believed there 
was now a feeling between the 
foreign and Chinese banks that 
they would mutually come to each 
other’s assistance in time of 
trouble (applause). 

Mr. Sung had played a very 
strong part in the past 10 years in 
Shanzhai. He bad done what very 
few of them could afford to do, he 
had disregarded orders from his 
head office and the government, 
and they had to thank him that 
the Bank of China in Shanghai had 
its present credit, reputation and 








influence. It was an extraordinary 
it 


well and had little to learn from|as almost unparalleled. Mr. Sung 
any of them, Especially was thislhad never allowed himself to get 


into difficuities, and he had _per- 
formed a gieat service not only to 
bis own bunk but to the banks 
generally in Shanghai and to 
foreign wade by preventing a panic 
and by meeting the bank's liabili- 
tes without any assistance what- 
ever from the foreign banks. 

He felt very much honoured that 
these Chinese bankers had come 
here to meet him that evening. Ho 
assured them that he would carry 
away from Shanghai with him 
most agreeable — recollections of 
their business relations. He had 
ver found them other than help- 
and he was sure that the 
Chinese Bankers’ Association: 
would grow in prosperity and 
become a big factor here, a 
factor which he was perfectly 
sure would not decrease but would 
add to the business of the place 
and the business of foreign banks. 
When he returned ‘here—if it so 
happened that he did return—he 
would look forward to meeting 
them. He could assure them that 
his successor, Mr. Stitt, would 
carry on the Wayfoong tradition 
of live and let live, and he was 
sure that he would ‘cultivate the 
most friendly relations with the 
Chineso banks (applause). 





The Lunghua Break 





Chan Tse-ting, a Cantonese who 
was one of the convicts who escaped 
from the City prison two weeks ago 
and was later recaptured, has con- 
fessed that he was ringleader of 
the gang. Six others plotted with 
him. The other prisoners did not 
know of their intention to escape 
until the last moment, says Chan, 
who claims to have snatched Ward- 
er Chang Pab-ying’s revolver and 
shot him. In view of this, the 
Arsenal authorities have decided 
to execute Chan and six others. 
The other 14 will serve a longer 
term of imprisonment. 

In view of the escape Leo Yuen- 
wen chief gaoler of this province, 
has petitioned the Civil Governor 
asking for funds to build a 
styonger prison for ho says the old 
gaol was an old broken-down sort of 
place and it was no wonder that 
the prisoners made good their 
escape. Abont eight mow of land 
has already been secured for the 
purpose, 





Amone the passengers who arrived’ 
in Shanghai on the str. Shinyo 
Maru were the members of the 
‘American Silk Associations delega- 
tion. Former included = Mr. 
Charles Cheney, President of the 
Association; Mr. Emil J. Stehli, of 
the Stehli Silk Corporation; Mr. 
William Cheney, manager of the raw 
silk department of Cheney Brothers 
Mr, D. E. Donty, manager of tho 
U. S. Conditioning & Testing Com- 
pany: Mr. George A. Post, pre- 
sident of the Post & Sheldon Cor-_ 
poration: Mr. John Dunlop, of 
John Dunlop’s Sons Silk Company; 
and Mr. Ramsey Paugnet, secretary 
of the Silk Association of America. 
With the exception of the last named 
two, all the other gentlemen are- 








accompanied bw their wives, 
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MR. LAMONT ON AFTER 
WAR PROBLEMS 





The World Not Yet Ruined 


At the Carlton C2fé, on Monday, 
Mr, Thomas W. Lamont and party, 
and Mr. Cheney and other mem- 
bers of the American Silk As- 
sociation, were the guests of the 
American University Club and the 
Chinese Bankers’ Association te 
tiffin. Mr. Sung Hung-chang, of 
the Chinese Bankers’ Association, 
presided, and Mr. Tang Shao-yi 
acted as toastmaster. 

‘Mr. Lamont, after thanking their 
hosts on behalf of the guests, spoke 
at some length on the financial 
situation as he saw it the world 
over and said:— 

The economic equilibrium of the 
world has been shaken as a re- 
sult of the war and if we are to 
restore that equilibrium we must 
all work together. I am not one 
of those who think that the world 
has gone to rack and ruin. There 
are some financiers of eminence 
who go so far almost as to say 
that Europe is bankrupt. Such is 
not the ease. All the countries 
engaged in the war have suffered 
grievously. They have been spent 
with a consuming fever, and the 
convalescence at times seems hope- 
lessly slow, but if in Europe we 
compare this time with a year ago 
we shall sco that decent progress 
has been made, at any rate in the 
Allied Countries, 

When the King of the 
Belgians was in America last 
autumn he told me that of the 
800,000 men who in little Belgium 
were out of employment when I 
had left France a few months be- 
fore, all but 200,000 were engaged 
actively in work and I have no 
doubt that now all but a remnant 
of that 200,000 have returned to 
heiy wonted tasks. 

Lamont said that the same 
phencmenon was found in France 
ly, and he continued :— 

h trade shows even greater 
signs of revival and restoration. 
Our British brethren are apt to 
be gloomy about themselves. They 
readily criticize their own institu- 
tions and are sometimes the first 
to detect their own shortcomings, 
but British trade is certainly on 
the upgrade and for the long future 
Great Britain has nothing to fear 
commercially in the Far East or, 
anywhere else. 























Tia Sreruixa Postriox. 
Now and again some of my Bri- 
tish friends have expressed their 
dismay over the depreciation of the 
pound sterling as compared with 
the American dollar, and some have 
even gone so far as to inquire 
whether this depreciation was not 
due in some measure to American 
speculative effort. There has been 
practically no speculation in 
America: in exchange. One does 
not have to seck for obscure and 
extraordinary causes to account for 
a_ perfectly natural phenomenon. 
The present predominance of the 
American dollar over sterling has 
been due simply to America’s ex- 
traordinary balance of trade. The 











for dollars is far 
than the demand for 
sterling. In the very early days 
of the war, just the reverse was 
the case. At that time dollars 
were plentifel and sterling was 
scarce and in New York we had 
to bid seven dollars for a pound 
and were not able to supply our 
wants at that. That situation was 
due not to speculation but to na- 
tural causes. 

Look for 2 moment now to the 
natural causes which have brovght 
about the present sterling situa- 
tion. In the last five years America 
has exported commodities to the 
value of 26 billion dollars; she 
has imported a little over 12 
billion dollars and the net balance 
remaining in her favour for the last 
five years has, therefore, been 
almost 14 billion dollars. 

Axericas Hew to Evrorz. 


Has America made an attempt 
herself to restore the equilibrium 
and to assist the merchants in 
Great Britain, France, Italy and 
elsewhere who desired to purchase 
American goods without paying a 
premium? Indeed’ she has! 
America has lent to those coun- 
tries that I have just named to 
the limit of her capacity. Our 
Government in a space of a little 
over two years loaned to the 
Allied governments approximately 
10 billion dollars. Not a small part 
of this was used by these govern- 
ments for the legitimate purposes 
of their manufacturers and mer- 
chants. Investors in America dur- 
ing the war and immediately sub- 
sequent to it loaned to those coun- 
ies between two and three bil- 
lion dollars and bought back Amer- 
ican securities to the value of prob- 
ably an equal amount. The 
greatest possible effort has been 
made in America to meet the needs 
of our Allies in Europe who suffer- 
ed throughout the war so grievous- 
in every way. In order to meet. 
these needs we have had to levy 
extraordinarily heavy taxation upon 
our people and have had to raise 
huge sums from the sale of Gov- 
ernment bonds to our people. For 
instance, within a space of three 
years the American Government 
contributed almost 40 billion dol- 
lars to their Government, approx’ 
mately 95 billion dollars in the 
purchase of Liberty Bonds and 15 
billi dollars in extraordinary 
zs Thus, I say, within the 
space of three years America raised 
a sum equal, as I remember it, 
to the total British war costs for 
the entire war. I quote these 
figures not in a spirit of boastful- 
ness but simply as tangible evi- 
dence to show that in raising these 
huge sums of money America has 
been making loyal and earnest 
attempts to assist the economic as 
well as the war situation of her 
Allies, who on that score certain- 
ly have no cause for complaint. 
‘The American man of large wealth 
has to-day to pay a heavier income 
tax than’the man of similar income 
in Great Britain and a far heavier 
one than his co-equal in France. 


Tae Neep or Mex. 


Mr. Lamont concluded with an 
eernest appeal to his hearers to 
































encourage and to stimulate the 
further education of the _in- 
telligent- youth of China. “The 
ravages of the war have made an 
appalling shortage in the youth of 
the world. In France alone 57 per 
cent. of all the officers and suldiers 
under the age of 31 lost their 
lives. Remember, too, how England 
flung the flower of her flock into 
the struggle and how many hau- 
dred thousands of them fic under, 
the bloody fields of northern France 
and Flanders. 

Remember, too, that these young 
men of France and of England in- 
cluded, in’ large measure minds 
filled with imagination, vision, and, 
sometimes, genius; The sort of 
minds, which, when trained in our 
educational institutions, carry on 
the tasks of the world with quick 
intelligence and power. 

“All this means that the burden 
upon you and upon me as men with 





College educations is to do every- ° 
thing we can to fill up these ter- - 


rible gaps.” 





Canadian Business Men’s 
Visit to China 


A party of at least twenty Cana- 
dian business men, including some 
of the most prominent men of 
western Canada, will sail from 
Vancouver for the Far East. on 
April 8 on the Empress of Russia. 
The coming of this party is only 
one of many indications that_west- 
ern Canada is looking to the Orient 
for the expansion of Canadian 
commerce. : 

‘The Canadian party will visit 
Japan, China and the Philippines 
and return home by way of Hono- 
lulu and San Francisco. A month 
will be spent in Japan and_prac- 
tically the same period in Korea 
and China. The party will go 
north through Manchuria to 
Mukden and then will return to 
Peking. They will travel thence to 





Nanking and finally come to 
Shanghai, and will later go to 


Hongkong and Manila. 
The party will be headed by Mr. 
Chris Spencer. president of the 
Board of Trade. and Mr. Payne, 
the secretary, will be manager of 
the tour. Others who ‘have signi- 
fied their intention of joining tho 
party. are: Mr. T. W. Fletcher, 
sheriff of Point Grey; Mr. J. D. 
Kearns, broker; Mr. J. P. D. Mal- 
kin. manager for the Malkin Com- 
pany of Vancouver; Mr. Herbert 
Geddes. managing director _ of 
Gault Brothers, Vancouver. 
George Ashwell of 
B.C.; Mr. R. W. Brown, 
Mr. John Hanbury. mer- 
chant: Mr. Earle MeNair, of the 
McNair Lumber Comnany; Mr. G. 
W. Harrower. Mr. Charles Hal- 
loway. Mr. A. E. Hepburn, Mr. 
Francis Smith, and a representa- 
tive of the McClary Manufactur- 
ing Company. ; 
Vancouver is making big pre- 
parations for future trade with 
the Orient. _ The authorities ‘thero 
have asked for suggestions from 
shipping men regarding improve- 
ments in facilities for handling 
their trade, and it is the intention 
to make special inducements’ to at- 
tract Pacific shipping. 
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CONSORTIUM LOANS 
TO CHINA 


A letter, urging the inadvisability 
of the Consortium making loans to 
the government, has been addressed 
to Mr. Thomas Lamont by four local 
Chinese bodies. It is signed by 
Mr. J. Y. Hon, acting chairman of 


the Chinese National Organizations | 


Union; Mr. K. Dih, president of 
the Chinese National Students’ 
Federation; Mr. K. A. Sun, acting 
chairman of the Shanghai Associat- 
ed Bodies; and Mr. 8. Boan, pre- 
sident of the Shanghai Students’ 
Union. ‘The letter is in the follow- 
ing terms: 

Dean S1r,—We are much satisfied 
with your promise given in your 
interview with the representatives 
of the different organizations that 
the New Consortium will after 
formation respect the wish of our 
people, and we hereby take the 
opportunity to lay before you what 
we have been unable to detail to you 
the other day. 


Superficially, China seems to have 
two Governments, namely, the Pek- 
ing bogus Government ‘and the 
Canton Military Government, but 
practically she has none. The reins 
of these so-called Government are 
held by the most corrupt and selfish 
officials and militarists whose con- 
duct is absolutely contrary to the 
people’s wishes and whose actions 
tend to arrest the progress of society 
and to trespass upon the liberty of 
the common folk. 





Protonainc Taz Cmos. 


If either of these Governments 
procure pecuniary aid from our 
friendly countries, the true spirit 
of a constitutional government can 
never actually appear in our coun- 
try. It would only mean that the 
government and the people will 
always stand in positions hostile to 
each other. As a result the chaos 
will be prolonged and the lives and 
properties of nationals of friendly 
countries will be endangered. 

For the sake of internal as well as 
international peace, we have finally 
determined to engage ourselves in 
reconstructing a Government which 
will be based upon principles of 


democracy. At present both 
Governments have lost the 
confidence of the whole nation. 
We are afraid that they will 


negotiate with the New Consortium 
for a large loan with which th 
will oppress the people and fill the: 
private purses. We shall be exceed- 
ingly obliged, if you will kindly 
advise your Government and finan- 
ciers not to be outwitted by them 
and not to lend them any pecuniary 
aid under any pretext. 





Courtine  Misuxverstaxp1xo. 
During these few years, the 
Tapanese Government has snatched 
various rights and privileges from 
our country by supplying war im- 
plements and money to the Northern 
officials and militarists. For this 
reason, hatred and indignation are 
accumilated in our bosoms and 
consequently, we adopted a boycott 
plan in the hope that the Japanese 
merchants and labourers would 
thoroughly feel the pressure so as 











NEW ELECTRICAL 
MACHINERY 


10,000 K. W. Generator 
Started by S. M. C. 


It is now many years since we 
have been able to record an installa- 
‘tion of a large British electrical 
\plant in this country, but this week 
the S.M.C. have added to their 
electrical plant at the Riverside 
Station a 10,000 k.w. steam turbine 
driving an alternator. 

One mackine which will alone 
supply as much electricity as there 
was used in the whole of Shanghai 
in 1913. This machine has been 
built by Messrs. C. A. Parsons of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne who are repre- 
sented here by the British Electric- 
al and Engineering Co., of China, 
a company specially formed by 
British engineering firms for the 
purpose of supplying the peculiar 
needs of the China market and 
assisting in the development of the 
electrical industry here. 


Tas Larest Britisa Desires. 

The electrical generator which has 
been added to the Municipal plant 
has many points of interest, it being 
the last work in British design. 
‘The makers guarantee that it will 
produce electricity with a consump- 
tion of steam of less than 12-1b. per 
k.w. hour or one pound of steam 
per k.w. hour better than another 
machine of the same size installed 
during'the war and 23-Ib, better than 
the average consumption of the 
station, which is a consideration at 
the present price of coal. 

Messrs. C. A. Parsons have long 
been known as pioneers in the 
engineering world and it is the in- 
ventions of their Chairman, Sir 
Chas. Parsons, which have brought 
the steam turbine to its present state 
of efficien: It is not many years 








{ 





since clectrical machines of 10.000 
k.w. were beyond the dreams of oe 
and 


most long-sighted engineer: 
when shortly before the war it 
propesed to instal a plant of 25,000 
k.w. at Commonwealth Edison Co., 
of Chicago, U.S.A., the Americans 
entrusted this pioncer work to this 
British firm and the plant they 
received which has been in constant 
service for six years exceeded anti- 
eipations in efficiency and consump- 
tion. 

















As Goop as Ever. 

The 800 k.’ Parsons turbine 
installed in 1907 at Fearon Road 
has done Trojan service and is as 
good now as when first installed. 

Now that tho British manufactur- 
er is in a position again to supply 
machinery, we look forward to 
seeing their good services in the past 
recognized not only by the Chinese 
buyer but by our own Municipality. 











to correct the erroncous policy -of 
their Government. Since a goo! 
feeling has heen bred between 
America and China, we would not 
like to see any misunderstanding 
spring up on account of loans or 
investments by your people which 
may impede the friendly relations 





.d| of the hats made 





between us. 


AVIATION PROSPECTS 
IN CHINA 





Plans for the extensive use of 
aeroplanes for ccmmercial purposes 
were disclosed by General Tinn 
Kinn, director of the Department 
of Aviation, Peking, at a tea party 
given on Tuesday to the members of 
the local press. 

‘They were all aware, said the 
General, of the importance that 
aeronautics played in the late War 
but now they intended to make 
use of this branch for commerce 
and in bringing about a closer re- 
lationship between the various 
countries of the globe. 


Two routes will be established in 
the beginning, one between Shang- 
hai and Peking, and the other be- 
tween Peking and Urga. Other 
routes will be established later on. 
Mail, passenger, freight and topo- 
graphical services will be maintain- 
ed between the larger cities of the 
country. 


A hundred Vicker aeroplanes 
have been contracted for by the 
government and will be put into 
use with the least possible delay. 
Forty of these have already been 
delivered, but the remaining 60 
will. probably be exchanged for 
smaller machines. 

Chinese students will be sent 
abroad for training in aviation, 
while others will be trained in the 
homeland. Chinese Returned Stu- 
dents who have had aeronautic 
or engineering training will be 
urged to give their services to tho 
Repubiic. Foreign experts will be 
employed for the construction of 
planes and for the training of 
Students in China. 


General Tinn said that they ex- 
pected to have a mail service be- 
tween Shanghai and Peking early 
next Sprin’ 

General Tinn spoke at length on 
the history of aeronautics in China, 
and suggested that acroplanes be 
used in the suppression of bandits 
who are constantly menacing the 
lives and property of the citizens, 




















‘Tue tobacco and wine merchants 
in Shanghai have once more pro- 
tested against the Tobacco and Wine 
Loan concluded by: Mr. Hsu En- 

In a letter to Mr. Thomas 
. Lamont and to the Pek 
Government they state that t 
Joan was concluded without the 
knowledge of either the people or 
the Government and in view of this, 
they want Mr. Hsu punished. 











Mutuixers from Shanghai, are 
reported to have recently visited 
Manila for the purpose of purchas- 
ing supplies of abaca braid hats. 
They called at the bureau of com- 
merce and industry, where samples 

in. Manila are 
Kept, and said that the demand in 
Shanghai for abaca hats is grow- 
ing so rapidly that it is difficult 
to supply. The milliners were plac- 
ed in touch with local manufactur- 
ers, with whom they placed orders 
for future shipments. 
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THE NEW COUNCIL 





The Municipal Council for the 
current year will be constituted as 


follows :— 
Chairman—Mr. A. Brooke Smith. 


Vice-Chairman—Mr. W. P. Lambe. | 


Finance Committee—Messrs. D. 
Goh, H. A. Macintyre and A, Brooke 
Smith. : 

Watch Committee—Lt.-Col. P. A. 
Cox, 0.8.8, and Messrs, S, Fessen- 
den and W. P. Lambe. 

“Works Committee—Mesérs. C. M. 
Bain and M, Benjamin, 

In view of his early departure 
from Shanghai, Mr. G. T. M. 
Edking, will not take his seat on the 
Council. 


CHINESE AND THE 
COUNCIL 


Advisory Committee Accepted 


The Chinese have accepted defeat 
in_a very sportsmanlike manner. 

Immediately after it was known 
that the ratepayers had rejected 
the proposed amendment, the 
Shanghai Streets Unions called a 
meeting at 8 o’clock on Wednesday 
evening to discuss the question. 

While expressing their disap- 
pointment, they said that now the 
following steps should be taken :— 

1. Pay taxes as usual and cause 
no disturbance 

2. Appeal to the 
tions at Peking. 

3. Appeal to the ratepayers at 
their next meeting If they did 
not grant the amendment this 
year, they may do so next year. 
‘Anyhow, try again is the motto. 

4. Accept the Advisory Commit- 





Foreign Lega- 


8. To elect five of the following 
gentlemen as Councillors if they 
are willing to stand for nomina- 
tion:—Mr. Wen Tsung-yao, former 
Commissioner of Foreign ‘Affairs; 
Mr. ©. C. Nieh, proprietor of the 
Heng Foong Cotton Mill and a 
prominent member of the Chinese 
conimunity; Mr. Chen Tsze-min, 
former member of Parliament and 
president of the Shanghai Streets’ 
Unions; Mr. David Z. T. Yui, xa., 
general’ secretary of the National 
Committee of Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Associations in China; Mr. 
Sung Han-chang, manager of the 
Bank of China; Dr. CT. Wang, 
former vice-speaker of the Senate 
and Chinese peace delegute; and 
Dr. F. ©. Tong, of the Cantonese 
Guild, who. is chairman of the 
Shanghai Commercial Federation. 

These gentlemen are all promin- 
ent in Chinese circles. and men 
who, the Strect Unions say, are 
trying to do their best for the com- 
munity as a whole, men of unsel- 
fish motives. and men with adminis. 
trative ability. 








A countryman was knocked down 
on Fokien Road_ by a raillesss 
tramcar at 8 o’clock on Wednesday 
morning. He suffered a number of 
injuries which necessitated his being 
taken to the Shantung Road 
Hospital. 


OBITUARY 


Mr. W. J. Burke-Scott 


The death is announced from 
pneumonia at Victoria, B.C., of Mr. 
W. J. Burke-Scott. ” Mr.” Burke- 
Scott came to Shanghai from India 
about 1909, joining the accounts 
department of the Shanghai- 
Nanking Railway. To start with 
he was stationed at Woosung, but 
afterwards was transferred to the 
head office at Shanghai. 

‘About 1914 he left the Railway 
and joined the Finance Depart- 
ment of the Shanghai Municipal 
Council. Unfortunately the climate 
of Shanghai did not suit his health, 
and towards the end of 1918 he 
decided to leave for Canada. Here 
he was believed to be regaining his 
strength, but unfortunately 
pneumonia carried him away. Mr. 
Burke-Scott, who was unmarried, 
was 34 years of age. 


Mr. F. H. Barton 


Mr, Frederick Horace Barton, of 
the Chinese Maritime Customs, 
whose death was announced on 
‘Thursday was born at Croydon, Sur- 
rey, in 1884 and served in the South 
African War with the Middlesex 
Regiment. After that he was 
engaged in rubber planting in the 
F. M. 8, until 1911, after which 
he joined the Chinese Maritime 
Customs with whom he remained 
until 1914. When war broke out 
in that year he proceeded home 
with the first Shanghai contingent 
and rejoined his old regiment, be- 
ing posted to the First Battalion 
in France. While on active service 
he’ was wounded three times—at 
Loos, Devil’s Wood and the 
Hindenburg Line. Before the end 
of the war he was promoted to 
be Regimental Sergeant Major. 

In October, 1919, he returned to 
Shanghai and after an illness of 
four months died. The deceased 
soldier was the proud __ possessor 
of the D. C. M., the Meritorious 
Service Medal, the 1914-15 Star, 
General Service and Allied Victory 
Medals. Mr. Barton was well 
known in Shanghai as a sportsman 
and played for Hongkong against 
this port both in football and crick- 
et. 

The funeral took place at Bub- 
bling Well the service being con- 
ducted by the Rev. C. E. Spencer. 
The pall bearers were members of 
the Customs Company S.V.C., and 
H.M.S. Kinsha kindly sent a fing 
party, the “Last Post” being 
sounded and three volleys fired 
over the grave. Among those who 
sent wreaths were: The United 
Services Association, the Shanghai 
Volunteer Corps, the Customs Com 
pany S.V.C., Lt. Col. Hayley Bell, 
D.S.0.. Mr. G. _E. Marden, Mr. 
and Mrs. H. McFarland, Mr. C. ¥. 
Burdett, Mr. G. Copley’ and mem- 
bers of the Customs’ Staff at 
Nanking. 














Cuarters have recently been 





granted to three Japanese com- 
panies for underground railways. 


S| one child aged four years. 





MEDHURST RD. TRAGEDY 


Chinese Girl Murdered 


A case of murder of a most 
callous description was brought to 
the notice of the Police in an 
anonymous letter received on Sun- 
day night. The writer described a 
tragedy which had taken place at 
No. 561 Medhurst Road, and there 
the body of a Chinese woman was 
found lying on a bed, hacked with 
a knife and chopper and with the 
face covered with lime. 

It has since been found that the 
deceased Oo Zung-sz, aged 23, was 
a wealthy. man's concubine, and 
the man accused of having caused 
her death lived with his wife at 
the house in Medhurst Road, where 
deceased was an occasional visitor. 
Tt appears that some days ago she 
called at the house, and pressed 
for the return of money and some 
pearls which the accused had bor- 
rowed from her. ‘The accused, it is 
snid, induced his wife to go out to 
the market to make some purchases. 
On her return it is alleged that he 
coolly informed her that he had 
killed Oo Zung-sz, showing her 
where the body lay. The man then 
locked the house up and took his 
wife away, going out to a village 
in the Yangtszepoo district and 
afterwards returning to the Chin- 
ese city. Here the wife left the 
accused and informed the police 
of the crime. Later, with the as- 
sistance of the wife, the police 
arrested the accused, who was still 
wearing blood-stained clothes. The 
only motive for the crime was 
aceused’s annoyance, at being 
pestered for the return of borrowed 
money and! other valuables. , 

As the result of the inquest held 
yesterday, the accused is held in 
custody on the charge of murder. 





FISHING-BOAT SUNK 


The str. Tientsin Maru arrived 
in Shanghai on Wednesday from 
Hongkong, carrying on board a 
party of 20 fishermen, belonging 
to a fishing boat which is said to 
have been sunk by the ‘Tientsin 
Maru outside Hongkong harbour, 
on April 2. 

There are reported to have been 
three deaths as a result of the col- 
lision. | Two were girls, one 15 
years of age and the other 20, and 
One 
man was severely injured. “The 
fishing boat was about 53 ft- long, 
a good sized one, and is stated to 
have been built four years ago at 
a cost of $5,000. 


‘As soon as they arrived in Shang- 
hai, the fishermen were brought to 
the Japanese Consulate by the 
owner of the steamer. They made 
a claim for $5,000 for the cost of 
the ship and compensation for the 
three deaths and the injury caused 
to the man. The case has not yet 
been settled- In all probability, 
the fishermen will sue the Japan- 
ese. In the meantime they are 
staying at the Tai On Chan Hotel, 
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30 KNOTS AN HOUR ON 
THE HUANGPU 





Through the kindness of Mr. G. 
Bena, chairman of the Italian 
Chamber of Commerce, a numb2r 
of friends were enabled to be pre 
sent when one of the Italian motor 
submarine chasers was taken out 
for a trial spin in the Huangpu on 
Saturday morning. 

With the exception that these 
craft do not carry torpedoes and 
depth bombs, though the appliances 
for handling them are still in 
position, these submarine chasers 
are in exactly the same condition 
as they were when on active service. 
‘They were sent out East to act 
scouts and relief ships in connexion 
with the Rome-Tokio flight, a pre- 
cautionary measure which was eve" 


tually found to be unnecessary 
owing to the readiness of the 
Japanese Government to perform 


the same work with torpedo boats. 
The ultimate fate of these boats is 
not yet certain, but the trip on 
Saturday morning proved that they 
were among the most. interesting 


craft in Shanghai at the present 
time. 
Setting out from the Rowing 


Club ramp and having to waste 
considerable time threading its way 
through the crowded traffic around 
the junction of the Soochow Creek 
and the Huangpu, the vessel with 
quite 20 people on board made the 
trip to Woosung in a little over 
half an hour, against the current. 
Coming back with the tide she did 
the same journey in less than half 
an hour, with the result that the 
return journey was completed wita- 
in a hour of setting forth, the boat 
in some stretches doing about 39 
knots. : 
Everyone Howps on. 

‘The impression of great speed 
was not to be found in the dupli- 
cate motors, developing 250 HP. 
which remained icy cold to the touch 
despite the extreme rate at which 
they were working, nor in the in 
tense vibration under foot as the 
craft leapt through water. It was 
rather to be seen in the huge bow 
wave which in the half-hearted at 
tempts at sunshine gleamed like 
cascades of pearls, and in the pit of 
turmoil behind the stern where the 
waters rushed in to fill the hiatus 
made by the rapid passage of the 
vessel and the swirl of her screws. 

Everyone on board had to holi 
‘on to something and the rapidity 
with which ocean-going ships were 
overtaken and passed, together 
with the speed with which the 
banks of the river went behind 
were the real evidences of th> 
manner in which the boat was eat- 
ing up the miles to Woostmg and 
back. It was, indeed a most inter. 
esting experience and one which 
gave impressive reasons for the 
success of these craft against the 
Hun submarine. 





Caerarx H. S. Lindsay of the 
Light Horse S.V.C. has tendered 
his resignation. He is to be 
succeeded by Mr. E. H. McMichael, 
who is to be captain. 





MARIE TEMPEST CO. 





“ Penelope” 


‘Mr. Somerset Maugham’s comedy 
with which Miss Marie Tempest 
opened her Shanghai season on 

londay Was deservedly Well received 
both for its own wit and for the 
charming manner in which it was 
played. The story is of the slight- 
est. 
band, falls a victim to the wiles of 
Mrs. Ferguson, a grass widow, and 
Penelope's too obvious affection 
does not improve his constancy. 
‘An exacting patient, Mrs. Mack, is 
invented to cloak the doctor’s 
absences from home and the begin- 
ning of the play finds Penelope 
resolved on divorce. The immoral 
counsel of her father Professor 
Golightly that she should: rather 
sicken her husband of his inamorata 
by doing her utmost to throw them 
together appeals to her common 
sense as the better way, and the 
rest of the play is devoted to show- 
ing how and with what success her 
venerable parent's advice is follow 


ed. 

‘The play drags a little at, first— 
and here it may also be said that 
the intervals are made unneces- 
sarily long—but it improves with 
every scene and certainly provides 
‘an excellent evening’s amusement. 
It is full of humour and the inter- 
play of the different characters 
delightful, especially in the hands 
of so capable a company as Miss 
Tempest and her fellows. 

As Penclope Miss Tempest was 
charming. The shades of expres- 
sion that she can convey by a 
look, a gesture or an_ intonation 
are extraordinarily ; and then 
she can pass suddenly from the 
most delicate comedy to broad 
farce (as in the third act scene 
with Mrs. Ferguson) and_ appear 
to enjoy it as keenly as Penelope 
would have done in real life and 
her avrdlience certainly did. 














Mr, Graham Browne, as Dr. 
O'Farrell, combined with her ad- 
mirably. ' He is, perhaps, a little 


too noisy in the second act but 
the part was well conceived and 
convincingly played. The greatest 
success, however, next to Miss 
Tempest’s was that of Mr. Ashton 
Jarry as the Professor. It is, of 
couse, a very sympathetic part. 
But even so it was most attractive- 
ly played. In contrast Miss 
Dorothy Hamilton as Mrs. Fergu- 
son had a thoroughly unpopular 
part and did remarkably well wita 
it. Mr. Roger Barry was rather 
too much of a caricature of the 
elderly society butterfly he was 
playing to carry much conviction. 
But the fault is to a large extent 
the author’s. Mr. Millard as the 
lawyer and Miss Doris Gilham as 
the professor’s wife did what they 
had to do well, and a special word 
of praise must be given to “the 
patient” of Mr. Kyrle Sylvaney. 

The much written-about curtain 
scenery deserves mention. It is 
original and very effective present- 
ing altogether a much better idea 
of wealthy interiors than the con- 
ventional scenery on which travel- 
ling companies usually have to 
depend. 


Dr. O'Farrell, Penelope’s hus- | th; 





“The Marriage of Kitty” 

The pretty French Comedy of 
Francois de Croisette and Fred de 
Gressae was the vehicle chosen by 
Miss Marie Tempest for the  por- 
trayal of her delicate art last night 
at the Lyceum Theatre. Miss 
Tempest has the gift of being her- 
self, which does not mean that she 
cannot enter into the part she 
happens to be playing, but rather 
at she knows how to train her 
natural charm into effective power. 
She never overacts by so much as 
a gesture, neither does she allow 

vkward moment to creep into 
rk. Her voice is resonant 
and in her song she must have sur- 
prised the audience for such good 
singing during a comedy perform- 
ance was a bit unexpected. 

Her company supported her very 
ably, and Mr. Graham Browne, 
while perhaps giving a little too 
much the impression of permanent 
adolescence in his part, is certain'y 
a very finished actor. His concep- 
tion of ‘the fickle lover who could 
not make up his mind one way or 
the other was screamingly funny. 

Mr. Ashton Jarry gives one the 
impression of great emotional 
range. He might be cast for any- 
thing from the lightest farce to the 
heavy villain réles,'and we do not 
think he would disappoint in any 
part of the gamut. Miss Dorothy 











is} Hamilton had, again, disagreeable 


work to do, but she did it beauti- 
fully. The other members of the 
Company were very convincing and 
carried out their parts with thos 
dash and go so necessary to good 
comedy. 





Tan Shanghai Godownkeepers’ 
Association was formally inaugu- 
rated in the Y.M.C.A, Building on 
Friday afternoon. Some 300 guests 
were present. Included in the pro- 
gramme were speeches, songs, music, 
and other items. 
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CHINESE LANDSCAPISTS 


Dr. Ferguson’s Lecture 


To a very fair audience on Thurs- 
aay last at the Royal Asiatic So- 
ciety Hall, Dr. J. C. Ferguson read 
a particularly interesting paper 
on “Chinese Landscapists” a paper 
which was followed with the closest 
attention of his audience and led 
to some good questions at the end, 
the best tribute to any paper. 

Dr. Ferguson traced the com- 
mencement of painting from the 
times when the first Chinese pictor- 
jal art consisted in the reproduc- 
tion of clouds, waves and moun- 
tains on jade, brasses and pottery, 
until with the invention and de- 
velopment of ink and_ brushes 
painting came into being in China. 
Contrasting western ideas of land- 
scape painting with those of the 
Chinese, the speaker pointed out 
that the differences lay not only in 
the methods of work, but in the 
actual conception of the mission 
of the landscapist, that whereas the 
westerner composed his landscapes 
from many sketches and aimed at a 
verisimilitude to facts, the Chinese 
artist from the very commence- 
ment never sketched from nature, 
but idealized and _ spiritualized 
scenes with which he was familiar, 
without attempting to give his 
pictures any really definite locality. 
He utilized his subjects of clouds, 
mills and water for the purpose of 
conveying to the beholder the im- 
pressions which he had received and 
was perpetuating on silk. 

Tae Great Epoca. 

Tho greatest epoch in landscape 
painting in China was the Sung 
dynasty when work was turned out 
that had been the envy of succeed- 
ing generations of artists who had 
even strived to copy the pictures 
without too great success. There 
were two schools of painters, the 
Northern and the Southern, though 
hero the terms were not used in 
their geographical significance, but 
rather as a means of conveying 
essential differences between the 
two schools. For instance the South- 
ern painter was gentle in his 
methods and the Northern robust, 
laying in his pictures with broad 
firm strokes of the brush. The 
greatest of them painted in mono- 
chrome, their chief glory and their 
greatest danger, and while later 
artists were able to equal them in 
the sheer technique of brushwork 
they had littlo of profound inspir 
tion, paying much more attention 
to the style of their brush-strokes, 
etc. Tho great artists also gave 
this department of their work every 
attention, but at the same time 
they never lost sight of the essen- 
tials necessary for conveying the 
impression they had received. 

‘Tue Sprctator’s StanxpPornt. 


Discussing the art of looking at » 
Chinese painting, the speaker em- 
phasized the fact that whereas the 
western painter pre-supposed that 
those who looked at his pictures 
would regard them from one fixed 
spot, one at right angles to the 
centre of the painting, the Chine: 
artist did no such thing, but left it 

















to the observer to find out what 
was the correct point of view. It 
was safe to say, when endeavouring 
to fix the period of a painting, 
that without careful investigation 
of all available authorities the fact 
of a picture being signed by a 
particular person and bearing his 
seal was only slight presumptive 
evidence in favour of the work be 
ing genuine. A better test was the 
silk on which it was painted. The 
nature of that fabric was a mush 
better test in that while a Ming 
picture might have been painted 
on a piece of silk manufactured in 
the Sung dynasty, a Sung picture 
could never have been painted on 
a piece of Ming silk. 

In conclusion he argued that the 
Chinese landscape art was true to 
the spirit of the country. No one 
could mistake it for the work of 
any other country. 











Industrial Premium Bonds 





A communication from Peking 
states that in order to raise funds 
for the development of the different 
industries in the coumtry, which 
have hitherto been badly neglected, 
the Ministry of Agricviture and 
Commerce will issue on the 1th 
instant @ series of industrial pre- 
mium bonds \to the value of $5,000,- 
000. Tho funds raised will be 
used (1) @0 establish an Industrial 
Encoura; mpeoent Bank, (2) to work 
coal and iron mines, and (3) to 
establish factories for tue develop- 
ment of the cotton, silk, tea and 
sugar industries, as well as ithe 
promotion of other profitable en- 
terprises. 

500,000 bonds, each consisting of 
10 detachable’ coupons, will be 
issued at $10 each bond, or $1 each 


coupon. ; 
1,600,026 or 32 cent. of the 
jount issued, will be set aside 


as prizes to be drawn for on Sep- 
tember 1 next. 

51,720 prizes will be drawn for, 
including one first prize of $200, 
000, two second prizes of $60,000 
each, two third prizes of $40,000 
each, two fourth prizes of $20,000 


each and three fifth prizes of 
$10,000 each. 
The statement concludes * by 


saying that the remainder of the 
sum raised from the issue of the 
bonds will be used as capital to 
start the different enterprises 
planned, share certificates of which 
will given in exchange for the 
undrawn bonds, the holders of the 
share cortificates being entitled to 
dividends each year. 





Ow Thursday afternoon Miss Lily 
Chen, daughter of Mr. S. K. Chen, 
secretary to the Commissioner for 
Foreign Affairs, was married to Mr. 
James Waung, son, of Mr. Waung, 
compradore to Messrs. Probst, Han- 
bury & Co., A large number 
of foreign *and Chinese friends of 
both parties attended the ceremony 
and reception at the bridegroom’s 
house, while a number of the more 
intimate friends of the bride and 
her father, witnessed the setting out 
of the bridal procession from the 
latter’s house, No. 2 Burkill Road. 





THE OPIUM TRAFFIC 





An Investigation in Anhui’ 


We have received from_ the 
Christian Patriotic Society of Hofe1, 
Anhui, a summary of the report 
upon their investigations into the 
opium business there. The’ report 
states that there are known to be 
over 300 places where opium is sold 
in the city, and at a conservative 
estimate the trade in the drag 
amounts to over $1,000,000 a yea>. 
The Magistrate and Commissioner 
of Police have abundant evidence 
of these facts, but dare not try t9 
enforce the law against the traffic 
because it is carried on under the 
protection of the military. 

Regarding one of the families 
engaged in the trade, the report 
states that they are nation-wide 
renowned. They are said to. bring 
the drug from Fengtien to Pengpn 
by rail, and then have it, forwarded 
through the soldiery. The mili- 
tary are also concerned in the trade, 
and so widespread has it become 
that the price has fallen from Tis. 
10 to Tis. 6 or Tis. 5 per ounce. 

The morphine trade also has had 
an enormous growth. ‘The principai 
drug stores of the city have so! 
about $70,000 of it during the past 
year. As to the smaller shops and 
secret dens together with the in- 
jecters of the drug, there is no 
way of finding out with any accuracy 
the amount of business done, though 
it is believed to be no small item. 

No doubt, the report concludes, 
our city is fairly typical. If so, 
what must be the extent of these 
evils for the whole country? We 
fear it is coming to be greator even 
than before the prohibition of 
opium was attempted. May we 
not hope that those who are con- 
cerned for the welfare of the 
country together with those wh» 
have a responsibility for social re- 
forms will fearlessly undertake a 
thorough investigation of this 
matter. 


AcoorDING to the Chinese press, 
the French Consul-General is 
making inquiries for three French- 
women who married Chinese 
labour coolies in Frances with a 
view to helping them. He has 
asked Mr.. Hsia Chi-feng, president 
of the Chineso Returned Labourers’ 
Association, to help in making 
the search. 








A small party of missionaries 
belonging to the American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society, consist-* 
ing of Dr. J. G. Humphreys and 
two ladies, travelling to Shanghai, 
left Wanhsien by small houseboat 
on the morning of March 23. They 
had gone not more than 40 li below 
Wanhsien when a_ rifle shot and 
hail from the bank brought them 
to a standstill. A band of robbers 
sprang on board and after de- 
manding their money, $60 or $70 in 
all, began to carry on shore all 
their belongings, and this with a 
thoroughness which left the un- 
fortunate missionaries practically 
nothing but the clothes they are 
wearing. 
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IMPORTANT COMPANY 
CASE 





A case of importance to China 


companies was heard on Thurs 
day in H. M. Police Court, 
before Mr. G. iW. King, Police 
Magistrate, when the Shanghai 


Garage Co., Ld., was summoned on 
the following information :— 

“{nformation has this day been 
laid before this Court, by His 
Majesty’s Crown Advocate that you 
have not complied with section 76 
of The Companies Ordinance 1911 
(As amended by section 8 of the 
Companies Amendment Ordinance 
1913) from the 11th day of Septem- 
ber, 1918, to the 28th day of Jan- 
uary, 1920, and thereby have be- 
come liable to a fine not exceeding 
$50 a day for 504 days, that is to 
is 13 4 fine of $25,200.” 

S. H. McKean appeared in 
apport of the charge and Mr. 
Strafford Levinson for the Coui- 
pany, 

Evidence was given by Mr. J. F. 
Brenan, the Deputy Registrar of 
Companies, that default had been 
made by the Company in filing the 
returns required since Septem 
ber 11,1918. The Company had, on 
January 28, 1990, taken the initia- 
tivo in’ putting themselves straight 
and as a result of the recent motion 
in the Supreme Court had now com- 
plied with all the requirements. 

Addressing the Bench in mitiga- 
tion Mr. Levinson pointed out that 
this company appeared to have been 
made the scapegoat in order to draw 
the attention of other companies to 
the requirements of the Order in 
Council. Their default was due to 
inadvertence und not to any mala 
fides and in the circumstances an 
exemplary ‘penalty ought not to be 
impose 

‘he Magistrate, in a judgement 
in which he fully reviewed the law, 
said it was unfortunate for the 
company that they had been chosen 
as an example. It was the duty 
of companies to know the provisions 
of the Orders in Council. He im- 
posed a fine of $100 and allowed 
costs to the prosecution. 





Probably with a view to relieving 
the monotony of his midnight 
vigil, a watchman employed on the 
Bund reclamation work placed a 
couple of barrels of P.W-D. cement 
on a wheelbarrow and started for 
home. Inconvenient questions by a 
Chinese police constable led to his 
appearance in Court on Thursday 
lasts, and he, will spend the coming 
month in prison, 


Foretcners in Shanghai wonder- 
ed why a number of Chinese carried 
a little green branch on. Monday. 
It was because that day was con- 
sidered to be Arbor Day. The 
Chinese City Magistrate Mr. Shen 
Pao-ching, went with a small party 
to Miao Poo and personally planted 
a number of trees at that place. 
There was a procession of gods in- 
side the City to celebrate the occa- 
sion. The Temple was decorated, 
and many gorgeous dresses were on 
display. 
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TELEPATHY AT KALEE 


At the Kalee Hotel on Thursday 
Jast in the presence of re- 
presentatives of tho Press, Mr. 
Eugene de Rubini gave » demons- 
ation of “telepathy.” Public per- 
fermances are to. be given next 
week and those who are interested 
will have full opportunity. of put- 
ting Rubim’s telepathic powers to 
the test. The — demonstra- 
tion was interesting, and up to a 
point convincing that mental power 
was telepathically exercised, Noth- 
ing was said or written during 
the experiments. There was noth- 
mg of the Danzig touch about: it. 
The various small “tasks” perform- 
ed by Rubini were done purely, in 
esponse to mental suggestion, the 
only point of contact betiveen the 
wedium and the membec of — the 
audience directing the experiment 
being a flexible tube, Some of the 
tasks were performed _ entirely 
without physical contact. There was 
ene dramatic moment, A member 
of the audience who had Rubini 


“in hand,” so to speak, silently 
suggested thet he should put on 
bis top hat which he did. Then the 





suggestion was (silently) made that 
Le should £!1 a glass with water, 
both glass and decanter being then 
near the hat. After « little hes- 
itation the Professor took up the 
decanter and poised t perilously 
over the upturned hat—his own. 
There was one moment of breath- 
less suspense as the décanter was 
lifted higher, a little higher, over 
the hat. Foreseeing disaster, the 
slady conducting the experiment, 
by sheer force of will silently 
switched the professor’s mind on 
to the glass, and he filled it! The 
experiments were certainly interest- 
ing and on the whole successful. 
The fact that the medium always 
caught the main idea suggebted, 
but sometimes failed to carry it 
cut in full detail, brought forth 
the explanation that some members 
exerted thought and will with 
greater fore ‘than rs, the 
rapidity and accuracy of response 
being in proportion with the 
amount of power exercised. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 





MUNICIPAL FINANCE, 


To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Cuixa Dany News.” 

Sirz,—Your editorial in reference 
to the Electricity Department is 
very opportune. In a few days, 
the ratepayers will be asked to vote 
a large increase in the Municipal 
funds invested in this Department 
ab a time of great financial 
stringency and when, if funds are 
procurable, they are more urgently 
required for other civic necessities. 
It seems to me, for example, of far 
greater importance to the general 
welfare of this Settlement to pre- 
pare for meeting the heavy cost ib 
will be absolutely necessary to 
incur, to solve the traffic problems 
ever becoming more __ serious. 
The policy of encouraging the 
establishment of more industrial 
enterprises in the Settlement by 
providing them with cheap elec- 
trical ,power from the municipal 
plant “is only making traffic dif- 
ficulties more acute befors any 
adequate means have been adopted 
to meet them, as witness the 
rapid increase in the number of 
huge motor lorries on the streets. 

Even as matters are at present, 
it is difficult for the public to 
comprehend the financial gain to 
the community from the surpluses 
of the Department when each year 
they are greatly exceeded by 
further investments of capital 
made at the expense of other civic 
requirements, 

Would it not be better for the rate- 
payers to suspend judgement on 
the proposed extensions pending 
tho findings of a special committee 
of inquiry into the affairs of 
the Department, which — should 
include technical experts of whom 
there are several in Shanghai? I 
have reason to believe that a 
capable and impartial committee 
would find justification for sug- 
gesting its appointment, 








Tam, ete., 
A. J. Huaues. 
Shanghai, April 1. 


DR. C. T. WANG AND 
SHANGHAI HISTORY. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norru-Cuina Datty News.” 

Sin—If your report of the 
address delivered by Mr. C. £. 
Wang before the Civie League on 
Monday last is correct the orator 
was dangerously inaccurate in his 
statements. 

The municipal system in Shans- 
hai had its origin in, the obligations 
imposed on the foreign leaseholders 
by the Chinese authorities when 
the boundaries of the then English 
Settlement were defined. A 
proclamation of the Shanghai 
Taotai of November 29, 1845, 
embodied regulations which had 
been agreed upon by the Taotai 
and the British Consul whereby 
inter alia the latter was required 
to appoint a committee of “three 
upright merchants” to devise means 
for the upkeep of roads, jetties and 
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bridges. This committee of three|any sort. This point is quite|of probity: after nearly 90 
has gradually evolved into our| self-evident to an intelligent mind. | years’ residence in this coun- 
present Council of nine members,| As regards the grant of the}try I venture to affirm that 


but the appellation of Committee 
is still preserved in our Land 
Regulations. 

It is therefore grossly inaccurate 
to say that “the Municipal Counc‘l 
was first formed by a body of nine 
English and American merchants 
on their own initiative,” or that 
“the municipal system in Shanghai 
was created by the grant of the 
Chinese Government as the final 
authority, the grant being made 
on certain conditions one of which 
was that there should be a Chinese 
element in the municipal administra. 
tion.” This proposal was first 
mooted in 1863 but found no ex. 
pression in the Land Regulations of 
1869, nor even in the Preamble 
thereto. It was obviously re- 
jected as inopportune. 

The statement that “the 
original schemes of the Shanghai 
Municipal Council recognized the 
principle that the persons who 
were to be taxed must be represent. 
ed in the administration” has no 
application in the present circum- 
stances. It was not then in 
contemplation that a horde of 
natives would as a consequence of 
the Taiping Rebellion, be admitted 
to dwell within Settlement limits. 
The criminal tendencies and filthy 
habits of these refugees called for 
sterner measures of control than 
had previously been found neces- 
saty for the governance of _ the 
Settlement; hence the Land 
Regulations of 1854. The council- 
lors of that day had this irksome 
task thrust upon them by necessity : 
fortunately they were not then 
concerned, as stated by Mr. Wang, 
with the government of ‘several 
hundreds of thousands of Chinese.”” 

Mr. Wang’s speech was excellent 
propaganda but poor history. 

T am, ete. 


Acontstes. 
Shanghai, April 1. 


MUNICIPAL HISTORY. 


To the Editor of the 
“Neata-Coina Dairy News.” 

Sir,—With reference to Dr. C. T. 
Wang’s address delivered before the 
Civie League on March 29, and pub- 
lished in your paper the next day, 
Mr. Agonistes took exception 
thereto on several points, but in a 
hasty way. I wish to make the 
following observations. 

That the municipal system in 
Shanghai had its very humble 
origin in 1945, is of course a wel 
known fact. But Dr. Wang evid- 
ently purposed to mention the 
municipal council composed of nine 
English and American merchants 
as making its significant beginning 
which had direct bearings on the 
present system and on the question 
under consideration. For; other- 
wise, it would be not only inac- 
curate but absurd to assume that. 
after the opening of Shanghai 
to foreign trade and_ before the 
formation of the municipal coun- 
cil composed of nine English and 
American merchants, the Settle- 
ment was left for a number of years 
without a municipal government of 








Chinese Government as_ territorial 
sovereign and the principle of re 
presentation in the municipal 
council, I understand that Dr. 
Wang based his statements on “The 
International Relations of the 


Chineso Empire” (vol. II eb. vi, 
sec. 9 to 14 inclusive, espec: 
ally the last section). ‘This 


book was written by Dr. H. B. 
Morse, a recognized authority on 
the subject, and he collected 
materials principally from official 
documents, such as tho British 
Parliamentary Papers and th: 
United States Foreign Relations. 
Since Mr. Agonistes has under- 
taken to challenge an authori 
and virtually distrust official 
documents, we hope to sce that he 
will write a better history. 
I am, ete., 
Y. K. Kvo. 
Shanghai, April 2. 


CHINESE REPRESENTATION. 
» the Editor of the 
“Norra-Cuina Dairy News.” 


Sim,—The leading article in your 
issue of April 1 condemns the 
Council’s proposal of an Advisory 
Committee of Chinese residents on 
the ground that “conditions can 
easily be imagined in which Com: 
mittee and Council would find 
themselves sharply disagreeing and 
the position then would be 
perilously like that of two rival 
governments.” 

Exactly this result will follow, 
aud to a greater degree, from the 
scheme, proposed by way i 
amendment to the resolution, 
which provides for the election of 
Chinese members to the Council. 
Those members are to be constant 
in number and elected on a 
franchise distinct from that on 
which the foreign members of the 
Council are chosen. They will in 
evitably form a cabal within the 
Council. They will act and vote 
together, whenever possible in 
mulish opposition to the “foreign 
devils” (the expression is still 
current in our midst); they will be 
pliant to the least pressure of 
native public opinion however 
unintelligent and unreasonable, 
they will be subject to terroriza- 
tion by every demagogue of the 
port; they will be susceptible to 
every form of bribery and corrun- 
tion in which the genius of their 
race finds its most adequate ex- 
pression. 

And this is not the worst; for 
there is every reason to expect 
that the persons elected to rept 
sent the Chinese community will 
not be of the milder type which I 
have delineated above, but the 
actual demagogues themselves, 
blatant on “sovereign rights,” 
playing to the local gallery regar‘? 
less, as all Chinese are regardless, 
of the public weal, and anxious 
only for the conservation of their 
individual interests and “rice- 
bowls.” 

We are accustomed in Shanghai 
to a Council composed of men 














there is no such thing as a Chinese 
of probity, in our sense of the word. 
‘The author of your leading article 
of April 2 is my witness. The ap- 
pointment of a Chinese Advisory 
Committee or the election of 
Chinese members to the Council 
will mean the inauguration of an 
cra of bribery and nepotism such 
zs are characteristic of every Chi- 
rese institution throughout the 
yountry. In our hearts we all know 
this but ac restrained, either by 
business connexions with _ the 
Chinese or by a foolish fashion of 
fosing as men of bread mind and 
diplomatic habit, from allowing our 
knowledge to have its proper effect 
tpon our actions, No pointless 
Elatitude as that “much water has 
flowed under the bridges” or silly 
shibboleth of ‘‘no taxation without 
representation” should be allowed 
to obscure the issue before us. 


Tae Oninese Point or View, 


Moreover I venture to challenge 
your statement that “the Chinese 
desire for representation in the 
government of Shanghai is not 
merely the clamour of a handful of 
agitators but expresses a real and 
widely held feeling.” So for as my 
experience goes that is not so. All 
Chinese of standing and substance 
within the Settlement are well 
aware of th: dangers to which they 
will be exposed by Chinese parti- 
cipation in municipal affairs. They 
join perforce in the clamour but 
their hearts are not in the business. 
"Nor should you stigmatize as 
“hucksterine” a perfeotly — legiti- 
Nmate suggestion that the solemn 
compact entered into in 1915 with 
reference to Settlement, extension 
should be performed by both 
frties thereto, and not merely by 
one of them. ‘That compact was 
ratified by the ratepayers. 
has it not become effective? Be- 
cause those very Chinese bodies 
and associations which are now 
clamouring for representation, that 
is to say for the performance of 
our part of the bargain, have been 
equally vociferous against the per- 
formance of their part by the 
Chinese authorities, That is the 
sole reason why Settlement ex- 
tension has not become a fait 
accompli, If Chinese representa- 
tion in any form is now conceded 
the project of Settlement extension 
is dead. 

Tho writing _ of this letter has 
been an invidious task but 
mayna est veritas et prevalebit. 
It is my conviction that the agita- 
tion for Chinese representation on 
the Council has but two motive 
forces, anti-foreign sentiment and 


“| lust of plunder. 


T am, ete., 
AGONISTES. 
Shanghai, April 3. 





To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Cuixa Daity News.” 


Sir,—The writer of this is the 
subject of a Western Power, but he 





has lived more than half his life in 
China, and being convinced that the 
Chinese are as able and willing to 
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listen to and be guided by reason- 
able arguments as the people of 
other countries he offers for con- 
sideration the following statement, 
so that all shall have the opport- 
unity of knowing both sides of the 
dispute about Municipal taxes. 

It is the more necessary that this 
should be done because on the face 
of it the Chinese demand for repre- 
sentation on the Council which con- 
trols the sums of money to which 
Chinese have contributed, appears 
in the highest degree just and pro- 
per, and there is no foreigner even 
who would think differently unle: 
all the facts of the case were ex 
plained to him. 

How tHe Cainese Came, , 

Chinese and foreigners pay taxes 
to the Council at the same rate; 
I wish to show that the Chinese, 
while not given direct representa- 
tion on the Council, gets more for 
his money than does the foreigner. 

The land forming the foreign 
settlements was handed over by the 
Government as a place in which for- 
eigners might live and arrange their 
lives according to foreign ideas. No 
Chinese, or only such as were in the 
employ of foreigners, lived inside the 
boundaries and the small taxes col- 
lected by the Committee of Wharves 
and Drains (the forerunners of the 
Council) were collected from for- 
eigners. 5 

‘When the Taiping Rebellion came, 
and for many miles around, the 
country was being pillaged by 
wandering bands of Taipings, or 
worse still soldier-deserters from the 
Emperor’s Army, the Foreign Set- 
tlements were the only spot where 
life was safe, and thousands of 
Chinese begged permission to enter 
their boundaries and dwell under 
foreign protection. There was no 
question then of not paying taxes, 
for a man will pay freely to save 
his life. And ever since then the 
number of Chinese residents has 
grown, because it was found that 
life and property were safe under 
the protection of the foreigner who 
in return for that protection exact- 
ed a small sum of money to be spent 
for the good of Chinese and foreign- 
er alike. 

A traveller is free to choose his 
hotel, but he must abide by the 
customs and pay the charges of 
whichever hotel he chooses. 


Waar He Gers 1x Suaxonat- 

‘Wang was a humble dweller in a 
small inland town; he had little 
money and less learning, and his 
family having died there was no one 
to help him, protect him, care 
about him of do him honour. No- 
body-cared whether he lived or died, 
and the only right’ he had was the 
right of working very hard for 
enough rice, But now Wang is 
changed, he is still poor and badly 
dressed but he has crossed the 
Scttlement boundary and he has 
many people, who had never heard 
of him, to protect him. Does some- 
one accuse him wrongfully? There 
is a trained official of a foreign con- 
sulate, paid by foreigners and not 
by Chinese, to see that he is not 
oppressed. Does smallpox threaten? 
There is a foreign doctor, whose 
learning cost more than Wang could 














earn in a thousand years, to vac- 
cinate him. Does he meet with an 
accident? He is tended carefully 
and at no cost in a hospital. Does 
his house catch fire? Trained fore- 
igners on expensive engines hurry 
to save it. Hundreds of police, 
Chinese, Sikh and foreign, walk the 
streets day and night to protect him 
from evil-doers ; he gets clean water 
to drink and well-lighted streets to 
walk in. Should someone rich and 
powerful seek to do him an injus- 
tice, at Wang’s service are the for- 
eign consuls, and behind them the 
foreign Ministers and behind them 
the armies and navies of the foreign 
Powers. As Wang said to his friend 
in the tea-house “Truly Mr. Chang, 
for the payment of a small sum to 
the Council I have more protectors 
than the foreigners, or our Presi- 
dent himself, for they have only one 
army and one navy each.” “Ah,” 
replied Chang, “but they don’t 
allow you representation.” “No,” 
said Wang, “but I don’t miss it, 
because I have never had it in my 
home-town: did you?” and Chang 
was compelled to admit that he had 
never heard of any merchant hav- 
ing a voice in the government of the 
city in which he lived. 

No Representation 1 Crus. 

Will the readers of this think how 
many of China’s four hundred mil- 
lion citizens have a voice in the 
spending of the money which they 
pay in taxes? And how many, if 
they had such a voice, would have 
voted that millions upon millions 
should be spent yearly since the 
Revolution in training Chinese sol- 
diers to shoot down Chinese? The 
writer of this has for 20 years paid 
taxes to the Chinese Government, 
but he has never yet been allowed 
to say how the money should be 
spent. What injustice! 

‘And if you say that such money 
has been paid for land-rent and not 
taxes, the reply is that the prin- 
ciple is the same, those that sub- 
scribe the money’ should have a 
voice in its disposal. That is your 
argument, is it not? Then why do 
I not have a vote in Chinese 
affairs? So often has “protection” 
been mentioned that the reader may 
be asking against whom orotection 
is needed. Long ago I witnassed a 
brisk fight at the corner of 2 
and Nanking Roads between police 
and certain Chinese who bad forced 
a wealthy tea merchant into the 
Taotai’s carriage and sere takin; 
him to the native city. The mer- 
chant had twice declined the ‘Tao- 
tai’s invitation to dinner as too ex- 
pensive an amusement. 

Ah! but that is long you 
say, and we have changed all that! 
My friends, hear a story. I was 
one day walking in my garden with 
a well-known Chinese gentleman 
who has since been murdered be- 
cause of his modern views and pro- 
foreign - sympathies. Mr. Z.... 
boasted to me at great length about 
the wholesale change that the 
Revolution had made or would 
make: according to him there was 
to be no more “squeeze,” officials 
were to be active, intelligent, and 
scrupulously honest, and justice was 
to be administered without fear or 
favour. To change the subject I.in. 



































quired as to the result of a law-suit 
in which he was concerned, and his 
reply interested me. “No,” he 
said, “the suit has not yet been 
heard, but I am sure to win.” 
“Why? “Ob! because I have in- 
vited the judge three times to din- 
ner and have given him two hand- 
some presents.” 


No Great Crance. 

My friends, things have not been 
changed very much. Ask Yi 
fshung-ling, who was released 01 
December 97 last from the custody 
of the Shun Pan-ting where he had 
been illegally detained for some 
months after having been decoyed 
out of the Settlements. Ask Mr. 
Yu whether or not he was glad he 
had paid his taxes when he found 
that Consuls and Ministers, whose 
salaries are paid by foreigners, and 
the members of the Council, who 
are not paid at all, weve fighting 
for his release because he had done 
so. Mr. Chow Whuen-yung who 
was lured into the Native City, 
arrested and finally released as 
result of the value of Council repre- 
sentations, what he thinks of the 
value of tax-paying. 

You ask me what I mean by 
“protection” and I reply by another 
question, “Why do so many weal- 
thy Chinese live within the Settle- 
ment boundaries and enjoy their 
wealth freely and fearlessly?” 

And if it be argued that a part 
of the tax-money is spent on gar- 
dens for the use of foreigners only, 
the answer is that you do not use 
the garden made for you, and, 
moreover, that a large part of the 
tax-money is spent on the upkeep 
of police and volunteers, whereas 
few of the former and none of the 
latter would be required if there 
were no Chinese. 


Tais Picrvre anv Tuar, 


I will lead a stranger out of the 
Settlement into the surrounding dis- 
tricts and he will be able to tell me 
the point at which we crossed the 
boundary. He will notice that the 
roads are not so well kept nor so 
clean, that the traffic is not so well 
managed, nor the wayfarers so weil 
protected, that the lighting is not 
so well arranged. The conditions 
of thing just across our borders ia 
Chapei is scandalous. First set 
your own house in order, my 
friends, and then we shall be glad 
of your advice in ordering ours. 

We foreigners are managers of 
this hotel and if you choose to live 
in it, thereby receiving great bene- 
fits, you must conform to the rules 
of the hotel. As in other hotels, 
the guests have the right to make 
suggestions and the managers will 
welcome the Advisory Committee 
at the Ratepayers’ Meeting for that 
reason; but give the guests the 
control of the hotel which we have 
made by years of patient labour on 
the miserable swamp land originally 
allotted to us, that, my friends, is 
a thing which we will not do, and 
a thing which you have no right to 
ask. 





Lam, ete., 
X.Y. Z. 
Shanghai, April 3. 
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To the Editor of the 
“Nortu-Cuina Daity News.” 

Sin,—The “amendment” to the 
Council’s resolution VIII to be 
proposed at Wednesday’s mee! 
leaves to be determined hereaft: 
the method of previding future 
Councils with a fixed Chinese 
quarter, But that method of pro 
vision is in this as in the other 
idea of a paid Chairman the crux 
of the whole matter. 

The Chinese councillors are ap 
parently to be chosen from a list 
of Chinese residents possessing 
such qualification as is deman: 
of foreign candidates at presen! 
But how are the three qualifi 
Chinese residents to be selected? 

There would seem to be only 
three methods possible; (a) bs 
the present foreign landrenters: 
(b) by Chinese residents having ai 
least the same qualification as 
those foreign voters must have; 
(c) by both foreign and Chinese 
qualified residents. Let us examine 
these three alternatives seriatim. 

(a) The foreign voters wouli 
have an invidious task and Chine-+ 
residents are not likely to accept 
this method as satisfactory. 

(b) If even half the statements 
made by the advocates of Chinese 
representation be trustworthy, the 
compilation of the list would be an 
immense task and the necessary 
precautions against fraud and per- 
sonation would require a huge 
foreign and Chinese staff at the 
polling places. 

(c) This is open to both the above 
objections; and besides the foreigr 
leaven would presumably far fron 
suffice to leaven the mass. 

In addition three Chinese coun. 
cillors selected solely or preponder 
antly by Chinese would be bound 
to consider only the mandates of 
those who sent them to the Counce’ 
They would form an oligarch 
section in a democratic bodv 
which would hardly conduce to the 
general interest. hii 

One supposes that the limit of 
three set to the exclusive favowr 
to be shown the Chinese is desig: 
ed at once to placate the dubioxs 
foreigner and the exigent Chines> 
But would it do either? And how 
long could be staved off the thea 
logical demand by the Chinese onze 
recognized as ratepayers to vote for 
all councillors—which way, ali must 
admit, lies the vanishing of tho 
foreigners of this Settlement? 

Careful consideration of 
above points may in the minds of 
prudent men with a stake in our 
prosperity suggest not only the 
greater wisdom of the Council’s 
proposal, since an advisory com. 
mittee may well be selected in a 
special manner and may well serve 
as an experiment to be abandonea 
in case its results prove undesiz- 
able, but also that the general 
anestion af the representation > 
Chinese interests in Settlement 
governance calls for ampler and 
cooler study than it “has yet re- 
ceived—a study which might well 
occupy a special committee of sub- 
stantial and representative rat:- 
payers. 




















I am, ete., 


Shanghai, April 5. 
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To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Caixa Datty News.” 

Srr,—Happening to be in Shang- 
hai some of my Chinese and foreign 
friends have asked me to give them 
my views on the topic of the day 
now in Shanghai—Chinese repre- 
sentation. 

After thinking over the matter it 
has occurred to me that as foreign- 
ers have heard the views of the 
“New” China they might also like 
to hear the views of the “Old” 
China, of whom I consider myself.to 
be a representative. Some 15 years 
ago after the Mixed Court Riots, 
there was then a proposal to have 
a Chinese Advisory Board in the 
Council. I then wrote a letter to 
this paper. My views then were 
that the idea was good theoretically 
and in principle, but impracticable 
and if carried out would do more 
harm than good. 

My views on this subject since 
then have not changed. The reasons 
which made me oppose Chinese 
representation in the Council have 
even become stronger. In “old” 
China good men were not will 
ing to come forward and had to be 
dragged out to sit on the Council 
and they would sit there as mers 
dummy heads, but now in the 
“new” China, really good men are 
still less willing to come out and 
probably cannot be dragged out 
and, therefore, only bad or utterly 
worthless people will be found wili- 
ing to come forward. 

One of your correspondents 
speaks of the danger of squeeze. 
I would call the attention of the 
foreigners to a still greater danger 











sand that is intrigue and 
fanaticism. To put it shortly, if 
Chinese representation on the 


Council is passed, you will have 
either bad or utterly worthless 
dummy heads in the Chinese on 
the Council. Then interested for- 
eigners, who want to truckle to 
the Chinese for their own special 
ends, and stupid, fanatic, Jacobin 
New China will make uso of these 
worthless dummy heads to create 
intrigue, and, what is worse, will 
give encouragement to the fanatic, 
Jacobin New China to make out- 
rageous demands which will so get 
on foreigners’ nerves that they will 
in the end not even give a hearing 
to any case for the just and equit. 
able rights of the Chinese. 

My last words to the foreigners 
in Shanghai are, “Make the Coun- 
cil consider Shanghai as a trust to 

eep for the advancement of a 
better and higher life for the 
Chinese as well as the foreigners, 
and don’t truckle to the Chinese.” 

The Canon of History, one of the 
Confucian Classics, says, “Do not 
go against what is right to get the 
‘praise of the people, and do not 
trample upon the wishes of the 
people to follow your own desires.” 
The danger of autocracy is that the 
king or emperor is .iubie to trample 
upon the wishes .f the people, but 
the danger of d.-:nocracy is that the 
president of a republic or of a 
municipal council is tempted to go 
against what is right to get the 
applause of the people, in other 
words to trucile ta the public. 

Yours ete.» 
Ku Hovne-rxa. 

Shanghai, April 6. 











VICE COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 


“Norta-Cuina Dairy News.” 
To the Editor of the 
Sir,—The following is a copy of 
the letter just sent to the Chair- 
man of the Municipal Council in 
connexion with the report of the 
Special Vice Committee. We shall 
appreciate if you will publish the 
same. 
We are, ete., 
Sociat Rerora Socrery. 
Shanghai, April 3. 





Shanghai, March 31. 
The Chairman, 
Municipal Council, 
Shanghai. 

Desr Siz,—We have read with 
deep interest the report of the 
Special Vico Committee on vice 
conditions * in Shanghai as 
published in the — Municipal 
Gazette. That the Chinese con- 
munity is much interested ‘n 
the question is shown by the fact 
that the leading Chinese papers 
have reproduced the report in 
translation and favourably com- 
mented upon it. 

Wo view with alarm the unpre- 
cedented growth of prostitution 
within tho foreign settlement dur- 
ing the last few years, and believe 
that stringent action should at 
once be taken in order to check it. 

We endorse, therefore, heartily 
the views expressed and recom- 
mendations made by the Commit- 
tee, and pledge our individual sup- 
port to assist. whenever possible, 
any action taken by the Shanghai 
Municipal Council to rid this com. 
munity of the ev: 

Yours very faithfully, 
Cau Pao-san, 
C. T. Waxe, 
Tone Suao-v1, 
C. C. Nizx, 
H. T. Soone, 
¥. M. Cures, 
M. Y. Cxvne, 
Cuanc Nien-yurn, - 
T. T. Ton, 
T. H. Lee. 
A similar letter was sent to the 





Council signed by the Kiangsu 
Educational Asscen., Shanghai 
Educational “Asscen., National 
Vocational Education _Agsoen., 


Overseas Chinese Assoen., Western 
Returned Students’ Union of 
Shanghai, World’s Chinese Students’ 


Fedn, and  Shanghat Chinese 
Y. M. O. AL 
WILL HISTORY REPEAT 
ITSELF? 


To the Editor of the 
“Nortu-Cuina Datty News.” 


Sir,—During the last few days, 
while looking over some _very 
ancient files of the “North-China 
Laily News” T came across the 
fcllowing pathetic poem referring 
to an agitation which seems to me 
strangely similar, even the names 
being almost the same, to that being 
carried on at the present time with 
Mr, B. Ezra and Mr. E. 8, Little 
as leaders. I forward the poem to 
you with the query, will history 
repeat itself? 
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A Wosrut Battap or Suancuat- 
The Chine-e dwelt in Shanghai. 
“Tig most unjust,” said they, 
“Wo're subject to’ taxation, 
And yet we have no say 





“ Within: the City’s Council, 
Nor any chunoo to grease 

‘The mighty wheels of business, 
—You must not call it squeeze— 


“Oh! who will give us freedom 
And councitiors two or three? 
For then we'll all be happy 
And rich as rich can be.” 


‘Then up ros Ezra Moses, 
A. guileless man was he, 
Who cared not for the dollars 
And lived ir poverty, 

Said ho un‘o the Chinese, 
“No better friends have ‘ye, 
Than I and Brother Little 
Who long to set you free.” 





“Kf they won't give you members, 
Let’s leave tho place,” said he, 
“And go to that dear country 

OF milsh cow and the bee. 


“I mean the land of Palestine, 

That great and happy state, 

Where al! can drink the cup that 
cheers 

And not irebriate, 


“Where no one ‘does’ his neighbour, 
And no one is in woe. 

For though thero is taxation, 

‘The rates are very low. 


“Ah! whon I seo you suffer, 
My heart with grief is wrung, 
I long to make long speeches 
Bat mino's no golden tong 


“T turn to my dear’ comrade, 
Who is bot!: good and wise, 
And always very truthful 
Frowning on al(l)-ko-lies. 


“He'll tall you all my feelings. 
Oh! brothe's, brothers mine! 
It voters should prove cruel, 
Li's go to Palestine.”* 


‘Then up rose Little Aaron, 
‘A faithful man was he, 

‘The merchants all did love him 
For his sincerity. 


“I stand forth as the spokesman 
Of the oppressed,” said he, 
“By my golden eloquence 

Y soon shall set you free. 


“The ratepayers are Egyptians 
Who do nat know the law, 
Foreing yoa to make the bricks 
With very little straw. 


“‘Gainst them and their oppression 
Pleaso rise with all your might, 
‘And at the coming meeting 

‘We'll have « splendid fight. 


“And if wo should be beaten 
Due to our weak combine, 
Why then we'll follow Ezia 
And go to Palestine, 


“Yet first, in tender kindness, 
It all persuasion fails, : 

Weill take the things that spoil them, 
‘Their dollars and their taels. 

“They may sot like our methods, 
Perhaps will call them squeeze, 

But then they all should perish’ 

By drowning in the seas.” 


Alas! that humin planning 
Should gang so oft agley, 

Meeting wa; held as usual 
—'Twas a most fateful day— 
‘he leaders did their utmost 
Speaking beth long and well; _ 
‘And then with shrieks of anguish 
Both Jew, and Gentile fell. 

‘And now 21 dear old Shanghai 
‘Where myrtle doth entwine, 
Their bodies both lie buried, 
And nd in Palestine. 























Some day when I have leisure I 
shall try to find the graves of these 
heroes Of bygone days and, if it is 
not too expensive, will give 
directions to have ‘flowers laid 
regularly upon them. We ought 
rot to forget those who met suc 
tragic fate- 

I am, ete., 
Setan. 

Shanghai, April 5. 


PROGRESSIVE NINGPO. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norta-Caina Dairy News.” 

Sir,—Your own correspondent is 
somewhat out of date in these pro- 
gressive times, for under personal 
notes of your esteemed paper of 
the Sist ultimo, he omitted a few 
who go towards making up the per- 
sonnel of a port—unless his opinion 
is to the contrary. 

Among the arrivals who have 
been long enough with us to be 
almost called old residents are:— 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawson, Taikoo; Mr. 
and Mrs. Lucas, Mr. Kydd 
(manager) and Mr. Kimes, 8.0. 
Co. ;. Mr. and Mrs. Gosling, Mr. 
and Mrs. Stevens, Mr, and’ Mrs. 
Scll, Messrs. Lee, Walters and 
Hubbard, Customs; Mr. Abron, C. 
P. O.; Mr. Butland, A. P. O.; Me 
and Mrs. Watson, B. A. T.; and 
Mr. Spafford, F.'B. C. The last 
but not least to arrive is Me. 





Davis, Customs, recently from 
England. Mr. Davis is an ex: 
perienced flier, having served ax 


lieutenant with the R. A. F. iv 
Egypt. 

‘The transfer of Mr. Chang, Tao- 
yin of Ningpo, to Hangehow and 
the arrival of Mr. Wang who re 
lieved him may be of interest and 
also goes to show how Ningpo is 
on the move. 

It may be as well to mention 
that the port now sports a football 
and hockey team under _ the 
captaincy of our popular Mr. Law- 
son of Taiko. 

‘The port is likewise having 
series of billiard tournaments and 
some good play is to be seen. 

Tam, ete., 
Nor Your Own Conresronvext. 
Ningpo, April 3. 


HOUSE PROFITEERING. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Cuina Daity New: 


Sin—If your have 2 spaco to 
spare in your esteemed paper I 
should like to air a question which 
someone who is much cleverer than 
usual may be able to answer. 

Why is it that certain land and 
houso owners of this Model City 
(save the mark) have just taken it 
into their heads to raise the rentals 
on their properties? 


Rents are being raised from 20 
to 7 per cent. Is it because the 
profiteering germ has and is still 
being made a success both in 
Europe and America? If there 
were a large number of houses un- 
occupied, it would be reasonable to 
expect such raising of rents to 
balance the defects, but when every 
house is occupied, and demand for 
them is getting greater than ever, 











there is no excuse except greed, 
profiteering, or in polite English: 
—“Owing-to-the-War, etc.” 

‘Matters seem to be going the 
same way as in the shipping world, 
that is, premiums being offered by 
persons who do not think of the 
evil they cause, as in instances 
when passages have been unobtain- 
able except by paying heavy pre- 
miums, when in many cases there 
have been ships leaving here with 
several empty berths. This is noth- 
ing more than downright graft. 

I suppose when the excuse 
“owing-to-the-war” is worn out, 
after having a much longer run 
than the war itself, the excuse that 
will be in vogue will be “On-Ac- 
count-Of-The-War-To-Come. _ ete.” 
Anyhow I should be glad if you or 


someone in this ‘Model City” 
could solve the riddle. 
Tam, ete, 
ANTIGRAFT. 
Shanghai, April 6. 
QUITE so. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Cuixa Datty News.” 
Sim—In your headline of this 


morning, you speak of a motor- 
launch travelling ‘30 knots an 
hour.” 


A knot is a speed in itself, i.c., 
20 knots=30 nautical miles’ per 
hour, and the addition of “per 
hour” is not only unnecessary, but 
incorrect. 
Tam, ete., 
Pepant. 

Shanghai, April 5- 


THEATRE PRICES, 


To the Editor of the 
“Norta-Cuina Datty News.” 

Sir,—It has been my practice 
throughout my career to leave 
business matters to my business 
people and to content myself by 
attending to my performances, to 
the performances of my colleagues 
and to the general mise en scéne of 
the theatre. Sufficient to the ar- 
tiste is the evil thereof—but since I 
arrived in Shanghai my attention 
has been drawn to the feeling here 
against what is termed “our ex- 
cessive prices” by a series of in- 
dignant and apparently sincere 
letters addressed to me personally, 
so for the first time in my life 1 
have gone outside what I have 
miade my own province and have 
insisted that the management shall 
reduce the prices to the normal 
Shanghai level to meet the 
popular outery. 

If this concession should result 
in the “over-crowded houses” 
which my correspondents promise 
I shall be only too glad, as such 
a result will ‘completely justify 
the unusual attitude which T have 
felt compelled to adopt towards 
my business ~ managers in these 
very unusual circumstances, 

T shall be glad if you will give 
this letter prominence in your 
next issue. 

I am, ete., 
Mariz Tempest, 

Shanghai, April 7 
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BRITISHER OR BRITON. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norta-Cuisa Day News.” 
Sin,—“T’s” letter appearing in 
the “N.-C. Herald” of March 20 is 
held by you in “Notes and Com 
ments” (incorrectly, as 1 — shail 
show) to imply that a Britisher is 
one who Britishes, even as a pub- 
lisher is one who publishes, and 
you object to the word Britisher 
because Britishing is an unknown 
art and no one who has Britished 

has yet been discovered. 

Does this, even if it be admitted, 
destroy the credit of the word? By 
no means: It only drives it back 
‘on another line of defence. Is not 
British an adjective? And are not 
adjectives’ susceptible of inflections 
indicating degrees of comparison? 
Manifestly Britisher is the com- 
parative of British, 

If it is objected that adjectives 
denoting nationality are _ not 
compared, because 2 person either 
is or is not of a given nationality. 
I confute the objection in two 
ways; first, by a demonstration 
that it is possible for one person 
to be Britisher than another, and, 
secondly, by an appeal to analogy 

1. Let A, B and C be three per- 
sons born in British territory, A 
of alien parents, B of parents of 
whom one was British and one 
alien, and © of British parents. 
All three are British but who will 
dispute that B is Britisher than 
A, or that C is the Britishest of the 





















three? 
% Passing over the obvious 
analogy of Welsher (only to spare 
some smallminded carper the 





shame of advancing the petty cavil 
that welsh is used as a verb), 1 
adduce that of Lett. Will anyone 
have the hardihood to affirm that 
Letter and Lettest are not impec- 
cable English! I hesitate to in 
stance China as a comparative 
form, partly because of its accept- 
ed (though perhaps erroneous) 
spelling, partly because the posi- 
tive and superlative forms are 
wanting; but there is a wide-spread 
though unacknowledged conviction 
that it is in fact a comparatiy 
as is proved by the frequency wit 
which you may hear it pronounced 
Chiner when a vowel follows, e.g. 
Chiner eggs. 

















I have not left myself space to 
justify at length “T’s” analogy with 
publisher, but ‘ish’ is notoriously 


derived from pub, as gable from! 
gab or dribble from drip. Publish! 


quenting pubs,” and publisher! 
“more addicted,” ete It is a 
lamentable proof of the backward- 
ness of English lexicography that 
this sense of publish is given in no 
dictionary to which I have access, 
nor is the word pubble given at all. 


Tam, ete. 
; 8. 
March 28, 1920. 


THE REPUBLICANS. 


|To the Editor of the 
“Nortu-Caixa Daitxy News.” 


Sir,—I do not think you have 
made the situation in Denmark 
much clearer by your _ indis- 
jeriminate use of the words Repub- 
liican, Socialist and Bolshevist in 
connexion with political events in 
that country. Those terms usually 
denote entirely difierent meanings 
jand should not, as you seem to use 
‘them, be employed as synonymous 
political creeds, and hence your 
speculations as to the wishes of the 
people become somewhat mixed. 

‘As your remarks are bound to 
blur a proper understanding of the 
real issue it may be pertinent to 
{recall the facts which have caused 
the disturbance. The Paris Peace 
Conference divided Slegrig into! 
‘three, giving each the option of 
deciding by a plebiscite whether it) 
desired German or Danish alle- 
|giance. The northern zone decided 
by a large majority in favour of 
|Denmark, the one contiguous to 
‘that. by a large majority in favour 
lof Germany. 
| The Danish government had no 
other option but to acquiesce in 
\the latter decision unless it desir- 
ed to oppose 26 allied powers and 
Germany. According to Reuter it 
did so acquiesce. According to the 
{same source tho King, for this 
|reason. was prevailed upon to dis- 
miss the government. 











therefore means ‘“‘addicted to fre-! 


Apart from the insanity of op- 
posing the Versailles Treaty, par- 
ticularly in the light of the result 


an adjectival termination. Tick-! of the plebiscite, those who wished 
lish derives from tickle, publis!|to uphold the attitude of the 
(by an obvious analogy) frow|dismissed government apparently 
pubble, a frequentative verb) also hold that, under the circum- 


stances, the King has no constitu- 
\tional ‘right to dismiss the gov- 
ernment. Possibly the majority of 
Danes are republicans, but it would 
Nindeed be strange if none other 
than they would attempt to resist 
what can only ke a chanvinistic 
faction. Kings in other countries 
have had to go for far less. 

I am, etc., 

Gorpiws Nuetses. 
Shanghai, April 8. 





“The 


in 
Chemical Age” believes that he has 
found a substitute for soap. Col- 


Mr. F. E. Weston 


loidal clay, which is prepared 
from china ‘clay, can be used, so 
he says, instead of tho expensive 
ingredients, fats, oils, etc., which 
now form tho basis ‘of all soap- 
Given time and a little encourage- 
ment some other enterprising soul 
may discover something to. take 
the place of food—in which case 
the post-war prices can soar 48 
high as they like. 


Accorpixe to the “Hongkong 
Daily Press” passengers who arriv- 
ed in Hongkong the other day on 
the French str. André Lebon told 
an interesting tale of how they 
had to fend for themselves when 
the crew went on strike. Shortly 
before Saigon wi reached the 
crew, in a body. demanded that 
their wages be paid in piastres. 
owing to the low rate of exchange 
of the frane- The unexpected de- 
mand was refused, and the strike 
was the result. 











Ir is reported that it has been 
informally decided that the Japan- 
ese Legation in Brussels will be 
raised to the rank of an Embassy, 
and that the estimate for this 
change will be included in the ex- 
traordinary session of the Diet to 
be held in the summer. This will 
be in. appreciation of the noble 
work of the King and people of 
Belzium in defence of their 
neutrality. and the brave fight they 
fought. 








When requiring Varnishes, Paints, Distemper, ete. 


WILKINSON, HEYWOOD AND CLARK’S 


BUYERS’ 


LARGE STOCKS of every kind of Varnish, Paint, Colourwash (‘‘Synoleo’ 


SEND FOR 


(Established over 165 years) 


GUIDE 





, Linseed Oils, 


Turpentine, White Zinc, etc., kept in Shanghai 


SPECIAL ATTENTION TO ORDERS FROM OUTPORTS AND THE INTERIOR 








WILKINSON, HEYWOOD & CLARK, LTD. 2a Kiukiang Road, Shanghai 


F. C, BANHAM, Manager 
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MEETINGS 





THE CHEMOR UNITED 
RUBBER CO., LD. 


_ The eighth annual general mect- 
ing of the Chemor United Rubber 
Co., Ld. was held on Thursday 
afternoon at the offices of the Secre- 


taries and General inanagers, 
Messrs. R- N. Trueman & Co, Mr. 
E, E. Clerk, presiding, said in 
part:s— 


‘The past year has been a more 
favourable one for the rubber in- 
dustry than 1918 and I am glad to 
say tho prospects in 1920 are so 
far even brighter and if we only 
get a more favourable exchange 
Shanghai Rubber Companies should 
do well. The crop harvested 
amounted to 266,202 lb, against 
an estimate, of 265,000 Ib. The 
estimate for 1920 is 282,000 Ib. 
"Tho comparative tarping’ statis- 
ties given in the report are 
on the whole satisfactory. By 
the end of 1921 we should have in 
the tapping round ebout 1.200 acres 
of the 1,30! planted. The rub- 
ber sold realized the nett price 
of 1/8.72 at port of shipment com- 
pared with 1/2.97 in 1918, the pro- 
spects sq far this year aro for a bet- 
ter aver2ge price and the forward 
sale of 48 tons @ S.$1.10 January- 
December, 1920 will show a very 
satisfactory profit. The condition 
of both Estates is well reported on 
by the Visiting Agents, The health 


‘of the coolies on Chemor has not | & 


been satisfactory, but it is hoped 

that this is only a passing phase. 
‘The working account shows @ 

profit of Tls. 28,129.08, After pro- 

viding and Auditors’ fees the 

nett profit for the year 

is vase ‘Tis, 20,344.85 

to which must be add- 

ed the balance from 1918 





28,798.47 


‘Tis. 49,073.32 





‘The Directors recommend that the 
profit should bo dealt with as 
follows :— 






To pay » dividend of 6 
eandave:ns per share Ts, 20,000.00 
Write off buildings and 
furniture 1,127.66 
+ Write off development. 
account 16,335.06 
Pay commission to adminis- 
trative Staff 590.47 
Tis. 38,053.19 
Leaving to be cartied 
forward 11,020.13 
TMs. 49,075.32 


It you will refer to the balance! 
sheet you will note with the pro- 
posed ‘aprropriations the following 
acres will have been written 
off:— 


‘Development ‘Ys. 48,903.20 


Buildings and furniture 67,867.95 
Plant and machinery 5,338.10 
Live stock and carts 717.95 
Investment account, 156.88 


The expenditure on food produe- 
tion should be recoverable as it is 
hoped to sell the crops at cost to the 
coolies. All estates are ‘now com- 


ANGLO-DUTCH (JAVA) 
PLANTATIONS 


The 20th annual general meeting 
cf this company was held cn Tues 
day at the offices of Messrs. 

. Truman & Co., Secretaries 
and General Menagers. Mr. Gray- 
rigge rresided, supported by Messrs. 
S. A. Hardoon, E. S. Kadoorie, and 
RB, N. Truman, directors, and’ the 

dance represented 104,318 
shares. The following are the chief 
points 

The “ plsnted area of 
estates remains the sme, vi 
3,074 acres of hevea, of ‘which, 
about 2,750 is in ‘bearing Of 
this acreage, 65 bouws, say 114 acres, 
is interplanted with robusta coffee; 
we clso have 75 acres planted with 
lamtoro and bamboo. All available 
land suitable for hevea is now plant, 
ed. Food production for the 
labour force is encouraged, and 
parts of the non-producing " arecs 
have been planted by the natives 
with maize and rice. Over 13,443 
trees were thinned out, New stumps 
are planted in open spaces where 
it is considered there is sufficient 
light and space to enable such sup- 
plies te mature. 

Diseases and pests have been kept 
well in hand and the treatment 
for black thread appe2rs to b> 
effective, 

The rubber harvest amounted to 
84€,0C0 Ib. against an estimate of 
900,000 Ib. The estimate for 1920 
1,090,C60 Ib. rubber, and the mana- 
sr expects the estimate to be reach- 












the 





























ed easily, provided the weather con- 
ditions are not too much against us. 

The egffee crop was 308 piculs 
against Gn estimate cf 250. piculs 


and tha price realized wes F. 51.38 
per picul compared with F. 19.00 in 
1918, a very satisfactory increase. 
The’ estimated coffee crop for this 
Year is 500 niculs, 

Tke F.O.B. cost of rubber produc 
tion viz., F. 44.70 compared with 
F. 49.45 in the previous year, may 
be considered s?tisfactory, and we 
may expect to seo a lower figure with 
increased troduction, and reduced 











\expenditure on the unkeep of gar- 


dens. 

‘The following prices were realized 
for cur rubbor: Stocks from last 
year. F.O. 93.24; 1919 outeat, F. 
1.03.28 ; compared with F. 0.64.21 last 
ar. The sterling equivalent shown 
in the repert w2s converted at F. 12 
to the £, which gives 1/8.6. 

Now turning to the accounts. I 
will first take the Dutch company's 
accounts. It will perhaps bs as well 
to remind you that the Englith com. 
rany holds all the shares of the 
Dutch company and his no other 
assets, and that all the assets are 
kept in the Dutch cowpany's ac- 
counts, only sufficient credit being 
taken in the English company’s ac- 
‘counts to provide the amount require- 
ed for head office expenditure and 
dividends, Tho working account 
shews a profit cf F. 420,760.95 as 
compared with 84,012.86 last year. 
The stocks at the end of the year 
have been teen at book cost, and 
when sold should return bout 
double. 











pelled by Government to cultivate 
a portion of their Estate for food 
supplies for the Estate coolies. 


1 


The profit and loss account after 
paying income tax, and providing 
F. 10,000 for income tax reserve, and 





om the Chairman’s speech, | 


making the usual transfers to the 


English company for various 
I servioes_ rendered, the _ credit 
jfor which you ‘will notice in 


the English company’s accounts, 
there remains a trofit for the 
year of F. 339,912.09, to which 
must be added the balance from last. 
year F. 103,714.39, making a total of 
F. 443,636.48, which profit the Direc, 
tors ‘have dealt with as follows :— 
To paynient of a divid- 





end to the Anglo- 

| Dutch (Java) Plan- 
tations, Ld. «..F.200,000.00 

Leaving to be carried 
forward 143,636.48 
F.443,636.48 





‘As you will see from the amoynts 
written off our assets stand on the 
boaks at a very low valuation, 

‘Tho profit and loss account of the 
Anglo-Dutch (Java) Plantations, 
Ld., shows a profit of Tls. 86,415.75, 
to which must be added the profit 
brought forward from last year Tls. 
25,817.53, making a total of Ts. 
112,239.28, which balance the Direc- 
tors recommend should be dealt 
with as follows :— 





‘Ts. 
To the payment of 30 Tael 
cents, per share 105,000.00 
Commission to administra 
tive Staff... 5,695.88 
To be carried forward to 
next year ¥ 1,587.40 





‘Tis. 112,233.28 


THE RATEPAYERS 
MEETING 


Electricity Finance 

The annual meeting of the Rate- 
payers was held on Wednesday after- 
noon in the Town Hall. A special 
meeting had been called in advance 
of the usual meeting, but at the 
time this should have started, it 
was found that there was no 
quorum. In the circumstances, it 
was adjourned, and thereafter the 
ordinary meeting proceeded. 

On the motion of Mr. E. C. 
Pearce, seconded by Mr, A. Brooke 
Smith, Sir Havilland de. Saus- 
marez was elected chairman, and 
Mr. E. L. Allen, secretary of the 
meeting. Tho customary rules of 
procedure were adopted. 

In moving the first resolution of 
importance—No. 4 on the agenda, 
that the report and account he 
adopted—Mr. Perce said that 
he thought’ the year 1919 had 
proved the most trying year 
of his office. The failure of the 
North and South to come to agree- 
ment, strikes, resistance af rates, 
and the boycott had made it, so. 
Referring to the rates, the basis of 
the refusal of the Chinese to pay 
swas merely part of a studied policy 
of prevarication, and he had the 
most conclusive proof that a large 
measure of the support accorded to 
the agitation was not willingly 
given, but was the result of a poli- 
cy of intimidation against which 
so very few Chinese could hold out. 

Turning to traffic problems, two 
rail extensions were recommended > 
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one to the entrance of Hongkew 
Park and one to the Point. A’ 
proposal had also been made to run 
a motor bus service round the out- 
skirts of the Settlement. This, 
and_ other traffic matters, were 
receiving close attention. 

Mr, Pearce then dealt with the 
defence forces, the health of the 
Settlement, Public Works, the 
Schools and finally finance. With 
reference to the latter he mention- 
ed that a further Ts. 325.000 
debentures had been issued during 
the first two and a half months of 
the present year- 

Mr. A. Brooke Smith seconded, 
and the report and accounts were 
adopted. 


Taaxxs TO Mayor Trvemax, 
Resolution V was a vote of 
thanks to Major Trueman, Com- 
mandant of the Volunteer Corps, 
for his five years’ service just com- 
pleted. Reference was made to his| 
unrivalled record as a volunteer, 
which extended from 1884 till to- 
day. As a suitable mark of the 
community’s esteem the Council 
recommended that a motor car be 
presented to Major Trueman. The 
resolution was carried 

Tue Excerricity Questios. 
Authorization to enter into elec- 
trical extension contracts was asked 
tor by Resolution VI. Mr. A. W. 
Burkul said that the Council 
strougiy recommended it, althouga 
the interest of 7.34 per cent. on 
capital might seem low. This, 
however, was caused by the high 
cost of coal and plant running be- 
low efficiency, An increase of 18 
per cent. was recorded in units 
sold as compared with 1918 an‘, 
adverting to the increased demand 
for bulk supply, the Council had 
decided that in future all new pow- 
er consumers would have to take 
up Municipal Debentures equal te 
one-third of the capital cost of 
the plant required to supply 
them. This was not retrospective. 
Strong arguments were adduced 
for increasing the supply of power 
—competition in other centres, the 
necessity of continued expansion 
industrially, bringing with it a 
steady inflow of capital, and thy 
natural effect of this on other 
branches of commercial life. He 
dealt briefiy with the 1 twa 














arguments against the scheme—the; 


spoiling of Shanghai residentially 
and the difficulty experienced in 
raising loans. The latter only 
was worth consideration, but no 
insuperable obstacles presented 
themselves, and he thought Shang- 
hai could rise to the occasion. 

Mr, E. I. Ezra moved an amend- 
ment to the effect that the Council 
should be directed not to contract 
for a supply of power in bulk or 
for increased supplies, unless con- 
sumers within the Settlement 
subscribed to current loan issues 
to the extent of one-third of the 
capital expenditure involved, or 
in the case of consumers outside 
the Settlement to the extent of 
66 per cent. In speaking of this 
Mr. -Ezra contended that demands 
except for power for the next three 
years could easily be met by the 
undertaking as it at present exist- 


ed. He believed that the develop- 
ment of the electricity undertaking 
rshould be encouraged, as he con- 
sidered that Shanghai’s future lay 
in the direction of a manufactur- 
ing as well 2s a commercial centre, 
but he urged the incoming Council 
to satisfy itself that depreciation 
and power rates were correct. 

Mr. E. 8. Little seconded. and 
the Counql accepting it, it was 
carried untnimously. 


Fexicrtarross. 


_At this stage a pleasant digres- 
sion was made by Mr. Pearce, who 
reminded the ratepayers that this 
was the last occasion upon which 
their Chairman, Sir Havilland de 
Sausmarez, would have an oppor- 
tunity of presiding over their 
deliberations. On behalf of the 
council and the ratepayers he asked 
Sir Havilland to accept a silver 
salver as a token of the gratitude 
of the community. 

The salver was 
follows : 

“Presented to Sir Havilland do Saus- 
marez by present and past members of 
the Shanghai Municipal Council on his 
departure from China, as a token of 
esteem and of appreciation of his ser. 
vices extending over a period of 14 
Years as Chairman of the Annual Rate 
payers’ Meeting. April. 1920."” 

Sir Havilland suitably replied, 


inscribed as 





and then Mr. C, Holliday pro- 
posed that the meeting place on 
record its appreciation of Mr. 


Pearce’s long and unselfish service 
on the Council, wishing him ail 
prosperity and happiness in the 
future. Mr. Brodie A. Clark 
seconded, and upon the proposi- 
| tion being enthusiastically carried, 

Mr. Pearce suitably returned 

thanks. 
Tue Broce. 

‘Tho Budget was the subject of 
Resolution VIl. in addition to 
tue usual methods or taxation the 
Council asked permission to raise, 
on such termi as it thought fit, 
foans to the extend of ‘I'ls. 4,800,- 


wu, ef which the Electricity 
Departuent requires Tis. 2,800,- 
fuw. No increase in Land Tax 
or general Municipal Rate was 
asked for, said Ur. Pearce, but 
it was proposed to tax users of 
telephones and the Settlement 


water supply, who are outside the 
Settlement 12 percent. instead of 
tho usual 7 per cent. they have been 
taxed in the past, and as compared 
with 14 per cent. inside the limits. 

The total ordinary income is 
estimated at Tis. 70, which 
is Tls. 322,909 in excess of last 
revenue. Mr. Pearce 
tailed at length the requirements 
of the different departments 
the estimated revenue. 

On the proposition to adopt the 
budget for 1920 and the authoriza- 
tion of the loan issue, Mr. Ezra 
proposed an amendment authoriz- 
ing the Council to float gold loans 
in America and Europe for the 
payment of Electricity Department: 
contracts. This was seconded by 
Mr. Little. Mr. Pearce replied on 
behalf of the Council, and on a 
show of hands being called, the 
Chairman announced that it 
would be necessary to have a divi- 














sion as he could nof distinguish 
an outstanding, if any, majority. 

As a result of the division, it 
was announced that the amendment 
had been defeated by 116 votes 
against 60. 

A second amendment to the bud- 
get resolution took the form of one 
proposed by Mr. Holliday, second- 
ed by Mr. Little, to the effect that 
no money should be raised by 
means of premium bonds with- 
out the express sanction of. the 
ratepayers. 

After Mr. Pearce had outlined 
the Council’s <ttitude on the sub- 
ject, the amendment on a show of 
hands was declared to be lost, 

Mr, Isaac Mason speaking to the 
criginal resolution advanced a 
strong plea for the extension of the 
franchise to those residing outside 
the Settlement but still paying 
taxes to the Council, and upon Mr. 
Viloudaki seconding his amendment. 
to that effect, and Mr. Pearce re- 
plying on behalf of the Council 
which, he said, would be glad to 
accept the amendment as streng- 
thening their hands considerably, 
the amendment was carried un- 
animously as wes also the original 
resolution as amended. 


Cuinese ‘axp Covncit, 

By a ruling of the chairman, Re- 
solution No. 8 was divorced from 
the propcsed amendment, both 
matters being taken separately. 
The resolution approving of the 
formation of a Chinese Advisory 
Committee was carried wnanimous- 
ly, and then followed Mr. Little's 
tmendment in the form of another 
resolution. 

Mr. Little made a strong speech 
in favour of direct Chinese repré-~ 
sentation upon the Council in Pro- 
posing the alteration of the Land 
Regulations for that purpose. Mr. 
Edward Ezra seconded, and Mr. 
Pesrce in % very fine speech set 
out the case for the Council. Upon 
the question being put, the Chair- 
man announced Mr. ” Little’s re- 
solution to have been lost by @ 
majority of three to one. j 

‘The formal resolutions dealing 
with the elections of a land com- 
missioner, Governors of the Gener- 
al Hospital, and members of, the 
Permanent Education Committee 
were then passed, the Council was 
authorized to arrange for the re. 
assessment of land in the Settle- 
ment; the consideration of the 
Loan’ Redemption Committee’s re- 








port was postponed until next 
yerr, the Council’s proposal to 
levy a licence fee of Tis. 10 per 


quarter on all licences for firearms, 
and report of the Vice-Committee 
were adopted as was also the report 
of the Volunteer Corps Commis- 
sion. 


AUTO CLUB OF CHINA 


The annual general meeting of 
the Auto Club of China was held 
on Thursday in the rooms. 
of the Shanghai General Chamber 
of Commerce, Mr. E. 8. Little pre 
siding. : 

There were present Major A. 
Hilton-Johnson, Dr. T. K. M. Siao, 
Mr. C. Harpur, Mr. Chun Bing~ 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 





90 


THE NORTH-CHINA HERALD. 


Aprit 10, 1920. 





him, Mr. J. Stavers, Mr. F. 0. 
Reynolds, and others. 

‘Mr. Little, in his introductory 
remarks, said that the Y. M. C. A. 
‘Auto Training School, which was 
partly supported by the Club, was 
discontinued owing to lack of funds, 
and the cars were about to be sold. 
‘There had been formal negotiations 
with the Motor Cycle Club,” and 
though it was decided that it would 
not be beneficial to amalgamate the 
two Clubs, the Motor Cycle Club 
should be ‘affiliated with the Auto 
Club in the interests of motoring in 
general. 

‘Mr. Chun Bing-kim then told the 
member's of an interview he had had 
with Chief of Police Chun Chung- 
hin. The latter said that he was 
about to levy a licence fee for the 
use of the Woosung Military Road. 
Six dollars per quarter would be 
charged. Those using the road 
occasionally would be charged a 
dollar a time. A discount would 
be allowed to members of the Auto 
Club. The money would be used 
for road repairs. 


‘SEMAMBU RUBBER 
ESTATES, LD. 


The annual general meeting of the 
shareholders in the Semambu Rub- 
her Estates, Ld, was held on Thurs- 
day at the offices of Messrs, R. N. 
Truman & Co., general managers, 
when Mr. G. Grayrigge presided. 
The following are the chief points 
in hiy sneech- 

‘The output of 180,626 Ib. compar- 
ed with an estimate of 175,000 1b. 
may be regarded as satisfactory, 
more particularly as weather con: 
ditions were not favourable. 

The estate f.o.b. cost was 11. 
vad. and adding duty, war tax, and 
depreciation, the cost was 1/0.98 
compared with 11. last year. 
The higher cost is chiefly due to loss 
on rice supplied to coolies, and loss 
‘on growing foodstuifs. These two 
items cost $6,159.09. The rice posi- 
tion is still unsatisfactory and I fear 
there is no probability of any reduc- 
tion under these headings in the 
near future. The War Tax was re- 
pealed as from January 1, 1920. A 
‘better price was realized for our 
rubber, 1/8.99 at port of shipment 
compared with 1/5.63 the previous 
year. 

‘The labour position is becoming 
increasingly difficult. and our 
agents have been unable to obtain 
suflicient coolies from Java owing to 
the demand for Javanese labour in 
Java and Sumatra. Also adverse 
exchange between Java and Singa- 
pore has sent the cost of recruiting 
up considerably. The labour posi- 
tion generally in the F.M.S. and 
Straits is causing a good deal of 
anxiety to the rubber industry. 

It is proposed to write Ts, 2,882.60 
off development, out of profits. The 
working account shows. a profit of 
“Tis. 19,353.89, and the profit and loss 
account shows a profit for the year 

we ae sel TS. 13,363.87 
it be adde 


st 
the balance from last 
year et 











»» 10,617.42 
Tis. 23,981.29 





‘The Directors recommend the pro- 
fit should be dealt with as follows :— 
Write off development 
account: TI 
Write of buildings. ,, 
Write off furniture. ;; 
Write off live, rolling 
stock and’ motor 
bicycle gs 
Pay Commission to 
estate manager ... 





Is. 2,882.60 


» 263.48 
Tis. 3,563.11 
Leaving to be carried 


forward 20,418.18 


Tis. 23,981.29 


You will note that depreciation 
and all head office expenses are 
charged against revenue. The direc- 
tors regret that they cannot recom- 
mend the declaration of a dividend 
‘as the cash position docs not permit 
of such a payment. The repayment 
of the £10,000 5 per cent. Exchequer 
Bonds is due in December 1920, and 
the question of dealing with the 
book loss on exchange will be dealt 
with then. 





KROEWOEK? JAVA 
LANTATIONS LD. 








The Voleanie Eruption 


The tenth annual general meet- 
ing of the above company was held 
on Thursday at the officers 
of the Secretaries and General 
Managers, Messrs. J. A. Wattie & 
Co., 1d., Mr, A. J, Welch, presided 

The Chairman said in  part:— 


The one outstanding incident of 
the year was the eruption of the 
Kloet Voleano, which took place 
during the night of May 19. This 
volcano lies immediately to the 
north of the estate and not very 
far distant. Following the erup- 
tion there was a tremendous out- 
pouring of ashes and __ stones 
sufficient to darken the heavens for 
24 hours; and to cover the ground 
to a depth varying from one inch 
in the southern gardens to 2} in- 
ches in those nearer the volcano. 
Very fortunately there was no loss 
of life. and the damage to the 
buildings was negligible; but both 
the hevea and coffee trees suffered 
considerably. 

Simultaneously with the ash rain 
a stream of mud and lava made its 
appearance and closed to 
Redjo Katon division, so close in 
fact that it inundated some 94 
acres, destroying the hevea trees. 

In addition to the trees destroy- 
ed on this area, about 5,000 more 
were utterly ruined by the rain of 
ashes and stones. and approximate. 
ly 50 per cent. of the others suffered 
more or less injury from the same 
cause. 

It is some satisfaction to know 
that it would have been necessary, 
sooner or later, in the ordinary 
process of thinning out, to have 
removed many of the trees destroy- 








ed. and you will no doubt be grati- 
fied to learn that the damaged 
trees -are recovering splendidly, 
the heavy pruning they are receiving 
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having induced a very vigorous 
growth of new shoots. 

‘The coffee trees were damaged to 
about the same extent as the hevea, 
and required very heavy pruning. 


Reparrinc Tue Damace. 


Tapping of course was impossible 
for some days, and all hanas turn- 
ed to rerair the damage. The 
ashes had to be dug into the ground 
to prevent the formation of a hard 
pan, the broken branches had to be 
sawn off and the exposed ends tar- 
red, the water courses had to be 
cleared and opened up to prevent 
flooding, roads had to be reopened 
and every native house, European 
dwelling and factory building as 
well as all tapping utensils and 
the tapping surfaces of all the trees 
had to be washed and cleaned. 


Fortunately,’ most of the natives 
remained on the estate and, ap- 
parently, worked with a will, be. 
cause tapping was resumed on May 
24, and by the end of the month 
everything was running smoothly 
again. I don’t mean to say that 
all the damage had been repaired 
and that everything had returned 
to normal; but what I wish to 
convey to you is, that sufficient 
progress had been made to permit 
the ordinary working of the estate 
to be recommenced: 


Tue Year’s Work. 


Rubber production fell short ot 
the estimate by 33,500 lb., chiefly 
because of the loss of branches caus. 
ed by the weight of tho volcanic 
ash and the heavy wintering which 
followed. 

The cost of producing the rub- 
ber, namely 7-6d. per pound, is 
about jd. higher than for 1918. 
Nearly the whole of this increase, 
as you will see, appears under the 
headings “Upkeep of Gardens” 
and “General Expenditure,” for 
which the eruption must again be 
held responsible, since the entire 
cost of repairing the damage was 
charged to production, and amount- 
ed to F. 18,000. 

For the current year the output 
is estimated provisionally at 600,- 
000 Ib., because the manager and 
the visiting agent wish to be care- 
ful until they see how the trees 
respond after the heavy wintering 
and vigorous branch development 
that is at present taking place. 

The harvest of coffee largely ex- 
ceeded tho estimate, and notwith- 
standing the fact that it was not 
up to the usual high standard ot 
quality, owing again to the ash 
rain, which dried the berries and 
prevented them from attaining to 
full growth, it fetched more than 
double the price realized for the 
crop of 1918. 

For the current year the harvest 
is estimated at only 500 piculs. 

In spite of the eruption of the 
Kloet we have had the best all 
round year in the history of the 
company. 


The profit disclosed by the 
Dutch company’s — working. ‘ac- 
count is F.447,335.76. This is 


F.145,000 more than was made in 
1916, previously the best_year the 
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company had had, and exceeds that 
of last year by roughly F.279,000- 

Owing to the many ups and 
downs of the exchange rate between 
guilders and sterling throughout 
the year, it is quite impossible to 
state the equivalent in sterling; but 
it may be taken as somewhat over 
£40,000, which, for a company 
whose paid up capital is £55,000 
must be regarded as very  satis- 
factory. 

The profit for the year, as shown 
by the profit and ‘loss’ account, 
after providing for audit and legal 
charges and income tax reserve and 
writing off F.7,543.93 to exchange, 
amount to F.366,592.12, but as the 
sums debited for agency fee and 
selling commission accrue to the 
Shanghai company, the actual pro- 
fit is F.409,702.69. 





Tue Green Star and Gulf Orie 
tal Lines announce that they will 
start a weekly freight service be- 
tween U. S. and Chinese ports. 








‘Tue Ministry of Communications 
has granted an application of a 
number of local merchant bodies, 
for the establishment of wireless 
stations at Shanghai, Nanking, 
Yangehow, and Hankow. The 
Ministry is aware of the fact that 
the establishment. of such stations| 
will greatly benefit the merchants, 
and has much pleasure in granting 
tho application. The merchants. 
however, must form companies and 
build the stations at their own cx- 
pense. Such wireless stations are 
to bo used solely for commercial 
purposes. 





AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHERS 


In the outports can rely on fresh 


supplies of Films, Plates and 
Papers and all Photo Sundries, 
by sending to 


Mactavish & Co., Ld. 


The Hongkew Medical Hall. 





Developing and Printing by 
experienced operators. 





A RECORD OF EXCHANGE, 


A Complete Record of Bar Silver 
and Exchange Quotations for the 
last 28 years. 


“ This. little book will be found 
very useful by merchanta and by 
everyone interested in the trade of 
China, and particularly by bankers, 
who will find information here at a 
glance, otc.”—From Preface by Mr. 
4. G. Stephen, 








Mex. $2.00 


North-China Daily News Office 


86 pages. 


SPORT 


INTERNATIONAL 
RECREATION CLUB 





Sixty-second Meeting 


Kiangwan, April 3. 
The first day of the Easter Meet- 











» Day's > 
Booth”, 
K. D. Soo's 
‘(Or Hill) 
9.—Tue Easter Seu 
race.—One mile. 





‘My. de Zutter’s grey, Unionist 
(Mr. Crokam) 
Messts, “McBain, Bros.’ bay, 
Golden Feather, (Mr. Knoliy’145—2 
Mr, Stubb's’ dun, ‘The Kangani, 
(fr. Hayes} 
10.—Tue Nasvaxc Sraxes. 








eo 



















ing took place at the Kiangwan| ——Seven furlongs. a 
hece Course on Saturdey. The bb. 
geing Was _ extremely — heavy, | Mr. Henry Morriss’s ches., Long- 
and little lakes as well as field (Mr. Heard) . 
jumps had to be negotiated| » P. ¥. Wong's grey, 
in the Maiden Steeplechase; but)... (Mt. H. F. Hu)... 
fields were good and the running pahiwon’s ches., Jomsborg 
generally interesting. The Morriss's (ifr. Crokam) 
stable had a “day out,” starting a 1L—Tae Lax OF caxs STAKES.—Flab 
pony in eight of the events, and ob-}  "*°*—Nine furlongs. it 
taining six firsts and one second,| Mr, Henry Morris's ches. Setch- 
‘The following are the results:— fictd (Mr, Heard) 
1—Tur C. G. R. Race.—Flat race—| ” Fours bay, Keysoe ie 
One mile and a quarter. a aan eae ae 
Mr, Astral’s bay, Astral (Mfr, D. ASS 
Ss. Li M71 
» Lansing's Oldsmobile (Mr. SECOND DAY 
B WeiTp) idenineceaape Kiangwan, April 5. 
7 ne oo te Fut... 3], The second day was favoured with 
OT eres Fuser Puge.| Heat Weatuer. Nothing of a sensa- 
rite Steparnitrnbed | wenal. charseter — cecurred in 
ye, |88y of tne 11 events, “contest-. 
Mr. Henry ed by good average tields. 





Mori's grey Penny. 
field (My. Heard) 
Cloud's ‘grey Sie 










field, (Mle. Harper) 
Meguro’s grey, Mikass 
Liou) 











Yasorsze Srakes.—Flat race, 
—One mile and a quarter. 
Ib. 
Mr. Henry Morriss’s grey, Mares- 
Fac) (Mi. Heard) .155—1 
» Tucksong s Guiding Star 
MMe fay. et 158-2 
» lant's br, 
ia) 155—3 





5.—Tne Easter Maren Sreeerzcnase. 








—Steeplechase—About two miles. 
Ib. 
Mr. Henry Morriss’s grey, Seafield 
(Me. Hayes) 
» JH. Liddell’s dun, 
(fr. | Bremner) 
» E.H. McMichael’s bi. Biack 
Fox (Harper) 150-3 
6.—Tne Easter Crrrertox SraKes— 
Flat race.—One mile. 
Ib. 
Mr. Henry Morriss’s br., Titchfield 
lr. Heard weAS5—1 





S. Yik’s wh., 
(Mr. H. F. Hu) 
Messrs, Toeg and Gubbay’s 1 
Night Hawk (Mr, Knoll) ...152—3 
7.—Tne Arrm Haxpicar.—Flat race. 
—One mile and a quarter. 









Tb. 
‘Mr. Meguro's ches., Yoshino (Mr. 
ate 3 i Fly ie 
” at's dun. Bright ir. 
TU. Vit) ee II-B 
» K._D. Soo’s 
(Air. Vida) 





@—Tae Easren Sraxes- 








Kelly & Walsh, Ltd, 
Brewer & Co. 
Chinese-American Publishing Oo. 





Three-quarters of a 


‘Mr. Hart's bl, Evangelist (Mr. 
Liou) 





155-1 











‘Tne toriowing are the resuits 
L—Tue C. G. . Kace.—Flav” race — 
ine turlongs. 








‘Mr. Santeh’s wh, Railw 





Mr. Yale's grey, ‘Little 
(Atr. LF. Soong) 

Vigulant’s br. Ladis (Mn Hi. 
F. Hu) 


Mr. 








2—Tne Curxa Cur—Flat race—One, 
mile and a quarter, 
Ib, 
Mr, Tucksong’s ches., Victory 


Star (Mr. Hill) 
Mr. Perchang's grey, Coronation 
(Mr. Crokan) 155-2. 
Mr. Four’s bay, Keysoe (Aly 
H. F. Hu) - 161-3 
3.—Tae Rep House Prare.—Flat race. 
—Three-quarters of a mile. 


152-1 




























Ib. 

Mr. Harry White's p’bld, 

Victoria (MMe, D, 8. Li} 140—1 
Mr. Meguro's dun, Rokko 

J. Liou) 
Mr. P.¥. Wong’ grey, 

kiang (Mr. Heard) 
Mr. G. Fiu-Gerald's grey, 

Whitehaveh (Mr. “Hill! 1553" ° 
*Dead heat. 


4.—Tue Far Easr Prate.—Flat race — 
} One mile and a quarter. 








Ib. 
‘Mr. Tucksong's grey, Guiting 
Star (Mr. Hill) 
Mr. Foh  Sing’s dun, "Yellow 
Diamond (Mr. ‘T. U. Yih) 147-2 
Mr. Cire’s bay. _Daintylight 
(Mr, Hulthen) 147i 





5.—Tue Easter Haxpicar Sreeptecuase. 
Steeplechase —About two miles. 
‘Mr. H. G. Robinson’s ches. Sans 
Peur (Mr. Bremner) ... 157-1 
Hart's bay. Yo Illusionist 
(Mr. Harper), 1582-2 
Black 





Mr. 





Mr. E. H. McMichael's bl., 
Fox (Mr. Hulthen) 
6.—Tne Easter Parr-Murorn Sraxes. 
—Flat race—One mile and five 
furlongs. ie 


dun, Bright Folly 
Heard) «. 





Mr. Leafs 
(lr. 
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Mr. Vigilant’s br. 
H. F. Hu) 
Messrs, Sky & Hickling’s grey 
Mazurek (Mr. Hill) 158-3 
.—Tue Aprm Setuxe Prare.—Flat 
race.—One mile. tb 


Mr, Stabb’s dun, The Kangani 
(Mr. Hayes) «... 1 
Vigilant’s ches. Merrysand 

Ql, H. F. Hu) 

Zutter’s grey, Unioni 
(Mr, Crokam) 15-3 
8—Tuz Easter ‘Toratisaron Cor. 

—Flat race—One mile and a quarter. 


Ladis (Mr. 















‘Mr. 






142-2 
Mr de 








‘Mr, Hart's bk. Evangelist (Mr. 
Liou) 
Mr. Day's gre 







155-1 





Heard) 7 
‘Mr. R. McGregor’s ches. Mul- 
derg (Mr. Bauld) 155-3 





9,—Tue Easren Hanpicar.—Flat race. 
One mile and a quarte, 


Perchang's dun, Coopera- 
tion (Mr. Crokam) 
‘Messrs. Zih Bros, bay, Welling: 
ton (Mr. H. W. Ip) ... 130-2 

‘Mn. Lansin; ‘ches. 

(Mr, Knoll) 46-3 
‘16.—Ta= Consotation —_ Prate.—Flat 
race —Three-quarters of mile. 

Haycam's br. Inveravon 

(Mr. Crokam) 
R. _MeGregor’s ches. 

derg (Mr, Bauld) 
Tucksong's ‘br. Sun 

(ir. Hill) 1553 
WTne Easter Desperaxpot 
Prare.—Flat race—One mile and # 
aa Ib. 


‘Mr. G. Y. Woo's grey, Passing 
Cloud (Mr. Soong) 

Mr, Bromner’s grey, Yangtse- 
Kiang (Mr. Houlthen) ... 

‘Mr, Harper's ches. Lightning 

Raider (Mr. Harper) ... 139-3 


‘Mr. 
142-1 











Newcastle 





Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 









148—1 





144-2 





BASKETBALL 





Shanghai Defeats St. John’s 


A very fast game of basketball 
took place at the Shanghai Baptist 
College on Saturday afternoon, 
when the home college met and 
defeated the St. John’s University 
team for the East China Inter- 
collegiate championship. At the 
end of the first half the score was 
to 15 to 14 in favour of the homest- 
ers- When the referee, Mr. C. D- 
Giauque, blew the final whistle, the 
score was 30 to 24 against St. 
John’s. When it was known that 
St. John’s had lost the champion- 
ship, the home boys started singing. 
letting off fireworks and making 
themselves merry in general. 


Ladies’ Golf Club 


The following are the results of 
competitions held at Kiangwan and 
Shanghai Golf Courses. 

Ruaxew: 


Challenge Cup—Won by. Mrs. 
‘Teesdale. Runner up Mrs. Gaines. 

Eclectic Competition—Won by 
Mrs. Wm. Morris, 8{—7=77. 

Suaxomat. 

Bogey Competition—Won by Mrs. 
P. Fowler, 3 down. 

March Club Cup—Won by Mrs. 
HL. Fletcher, 5: 4. 

Eclectic Competi 
‘Mrs. P. Fowler, 80- 




















‘ion—Won 
2. 


by 





{Quest of his Youth,” for 


SPECIAL ARTICLES 


HIS MAJESTY’S FIREMAN 





A Poet of the Stokehold 
From a Correspondent. 


I found him at Eccles, an in- 
salubrious Manchester suburb. In 
the canal there lay the str. Avon- 
wood, a grimy collier of 2 or 
3,000 tons fresh with rust, just 
in from a French port. It was 
like a chapter from “Conrad in 
h it was 
20 years since I had seen West, 20 
years of wandering for him from 
the Plate to Archangel, working as 
a stoker during the war and still 
carrying on. 

Hailing an Asiatic fireman, who 
was the only person in sight, I was 
asking for West when there tumbled 
cut of the forecastle a tall, bent 
seaman, With-iron grey hair, and a 
Jean cadaverous face whom I could 
just recognize as West—it was 
21 years since I had seen 
him last. He called, dubiously, 
“Are you Fred Pinkstone?”” I re- 
plied that I was and he loped along 
the deck, came down the plank, 
and still rather dubiously and as if 
fh secret misgivings, asked if I 
would like to come aboard. 








No Pract ror tas Muses. 


The forecastle of this British 
ship seemed to be nothing but 
bunks, tumbled canvas sacks, snor- 
ing and restless men, and general 
squalor; a partition’ separated it 
from the “Asiatic side whence came 
nothing but an incessant babel in 
some foreign tongue. 

Having got me aboard West did- 
t’t seem to know what to do with 
me. Would J have some bread and 
butter? “Real Trish butter,” 
“Some bread and jam,” “Ha 
some of the duff,” and he cut an 
cnormous slice off what proved to 
be a raisin pudding and thrust it 
into my hands. Then he professed 
to see some dim resemblance be- 
tween what I look like now and 
what I looked like 21 years 
before, and all the time I was 
conscious that, though his body 
was here—and it grew more familiar 
every moment, and his voice was 
just what,it used to be, but deeper 
and more hoilow—his ’ spirit was 
somewhere else, was in fact, with 
the poems just then, the poems 
that he imagined 1 should be a 
fellow spirit in appreciation. Yes, 
ironical as it is, he roamed the 
fields of Parnassus and even there, 
in spirit with the shade of his most 
beloved poet, he produced his book 
of manuscripts. 








A Dneswer Yer. 

Can you imagine the scene? A 
young sailor from the Hebrides, an 
old gentleman who might have 
boen a retired clerk, a sardonic old 
lime-juicer poking his head, wrinkled 
with sin, over the side of a bunk, 
and another who snored in the most 
enormous @nd appalling fashion I 
have ever heard persistently for 
the whole two hours I was there, 











and West treating me as if I were 


the editor of the “‘Roctry Review” 
with Ithe chef docuvre of the 
collection. “Lines to Ella Wheeler 
Wilcox” :— 
Queen among women by divine decree; 
As high above the puppet queens and 
king 
And tunselled 
‘out things 
Of the old world, as is the glorious sun 
Above those minor planets that around 
him run 
Each in its own orbit—ne'er deflecting 
And his resplendent, golden light re- 
flecting. 
Great daughter of the land of liberty. 


royalties—those worn 


It_was like some dream to me. 
With continual interruptions to ask 
me if I would have something—I 
bad two curs of tea and some 
“duff’"—I spent two hours there 
and after the strangeness had worn 
off felt quits at home. But there 
was more in common between me 
end that crowd of hard cases, 
dreamer as I may be, than there 
ever will be between West and 
them. West has spent long days 
in select communion I fancy with 
the simple fine things of his spirit, 
those things other men feel ashamed 
of and mask with an affectation of 
masculine brutality. He is himself, 
He writes :— 


“To live my life each day, 
Not act a part as on a stage 
With feigned love and minic rage 
The mummers act their play. 

To live and do, not pose, pretend, 
To labour daily to the en: 

OF my life sp 

To help and comfort, and to fight 
'Gainst evil, wrong, with all my might.” 


You and I aro too sophisticated 














to perpetrate that—well, it’s our 
misfortune. 
He thinks aloud too, it’s touch- 





ing to hear him working up to 
me decision. With many apolo- 
gies for stepping in front of me 
and an appeal not to “make my- 
self strange” when I made to go 
out on deck he got into a wrinkled 
Jounge suit and a soft collar and 
made for shore with me. 

I took him home. He greeted 
Nell and started to produce sundry 
provisions from his pockets: tribute, 
half a pound of Irish butter, a 
paper of sugat—which had burst 
in his poaket—he emptied it from 
kis pocket straight into the sugar 
basin—“Those little specks are 
nothing, just out of my pocket; do 
nobody any harm’—and a bottle 
of picallili. Nell loves him, she 
took him to her heart straight 
away. “Every inch a man, not 
like those fctory hands!” 


Too Maxy ror Mr. 


Books after an hour seemed to 
oppress ‘him.’ he confessed he had 
had enough books for one evening, 
and I could feel that he was rather 
disappointed with me, I didn’t 
square with his expectations. Tt 
wasn’t that verse didn’t appeal to 
me, but he sensed—try as I would 
to mask it—that the verse I trea- 
sured wasn't Miss Wilcox’s. He 
thought Kipling—well, “vulgar, 
common.” I tried him in “The 
Seven Seas” wit! 

For to admire an’ for to see, 

For to behold this world so wide 

Te never done no good to me, 

But I can't drop it if I tried. 











Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Apri 10, 1920. 


THE NORTH-CHINA HERALD. 


33 





But it was crude, coarse, libellous 
stuff to him, though he was cour- 
teous enough only to hint it. In 
“Spoon River,” the obituary of 
Cassius Hueffer, the first he opened ! 
on < 

“They have chiseled on my stone the 

words: 

‘His life way gentle and the elements 

so mixed in him 

That nature might stand up and say 

to all the world, 

“This was 3 man.”"* 

As they read this empty rhetorio. 

My epitaph might have been : 

“Life was not gentle to him, 

nd the elements so mixed in him 
he made warfare on life, 

In the which he was slain.” 

While I lived I could not cope with 

slanderous tongues, 

Now that T am dead I must submit to 

‘an epitaph 

Graven by a fool! 

“But it doesn’t rhyme, how is it 
poetry?” and we shut up “Spoon 
River.” 

I had a happy though. 
Egsays.”” He was dubious, read 
“Marriage,” and took the book 
happily, We lay awake together in 
the same room and in the early 
morning he had breasfast and set 
off to find his ship, which was 
sailing at noon, with his pockets 
empty of food but full of books, 
We shall see him again. All night 
Jong he tossed and turned unable 
to sleep, meditating on the perver- 
sity of man and the difficulty of 
rhyme. 














‘Bacon’s 








Tau ApuNpaxce or THE Heart. 
He left his note book here with 
me. There are about 20 poems 
in it. The more I read them the 
more I like them, and tho names 
apparently ot the’ sailors’ boarding 
houses at the various ports ‘Harry 
Hill’s Boarding House,” “Barry 
Docks,” “John Mahoney's, Cork,” 


ote. ‘ 
Lights of Home 
With the dock lights palely gleaming 
‘The lock gates open wide, 
Adown Severn’s mouth we're steaming 
Outbound with the tide, 


Tho harbour lights are gleaming 
Away upon the lee, 

‘Their myriad white’ rays beaming 
Out o'er the darkened sea, 








‘Tho mariner returning 

From far across the foam 

Now sees those port lights beaming, 
The lights of his loved home. 


Landward the ship draws nearer 
Her engines throbbing low 
‘And ever stronger, clearer, 
‘Tho shore iights brightly glow. 





‘The mariners of England 
Wherever they may roam, 
From terre to Finland, 
From Sandy Hook to Nome, 





Forget the lone soas sadness 
hen o'er the dark waves comb, 
With eyes that that fl with gladness, 
‘They sight the lights of home. 
And so on for 18 verses. straight 
from the heart, not tongue in 
the check as it would be from 
me, but essence of West, fireman. 











‘THe 


liner 
seems to have established a wireless 
record. During an entire trans- 
Atlantic voyage she kept in com- 


‘Cunard Imperator 


munication with a single land 


CHINA AND BOLSHEVIST IDEAS 





The Hopelessness of C! 
Intellectuals—Anarchy 


thina’s State—Ideas of 
a Cure for Lethargy 


By Rodney Gilbert 


the time and 

plana- 
tions and into careful definition of 
terms, it is manifestly impossible 
to write about Bolshevism without 
being misunderstood. Bolshevism 
means something different to almnost * 
everyone who hears or uses the 
tam, and it is perhaps a word, 
which one should’ avoid using if 
yossible, and which one should 
carefully define when he has oc- 
easion to use it. 

It is, therefore, very important 
that the Chinese concertion of 
Bolshevism be defined, for when} 
it is understood that it has no 
connexion with Leninism, and its 
u'timate object is not anarchy but 
a thorough-going fight for re- 
presentative government respon 
sible to the people, it will be 
appreciated that the Bolshevism 
which the radicals in China are 
advocating is not so very discredit- 
able and that it will not be easy 
for the reactionary force in the Far 
East to elicit the sympathy of 
Western democracies for the sup- 
pression of such a movement, 

China is the Jast country in the 
world in which Leninism. Philoso- 
phical Bolshevism, could take a! 
hold. The industrial proletariat: 
which the Lenmnist would make the 
ruling class im every country in the 
world, is a negligible minority “in 
China and has neither opinions nor! 
the organizations through which to! 
express opinions. There is no land{ 
question in China; there is no! 
hereditary aristocracy now, and th 
capitalists who exploit labour in 
China are wery few and are very | 
small fry. 


Tue Curse or Lernarey. 

‘China’s political needs aré ap-} 
parent to ‘every resident in this 
country. The ruling class, which 
is now military, is selfish, criminal- 
l; indifferent ‘to national interests 
and has fo: some time been given 

: bartering national rights for 
rersonal prerogatives and wealth. 
This class must bo either swept | 
away, or made responsible to the 
will Of the intelligent and patriotic 
classes in China. The middle class! 
im China is the commercial class, 
and in some parts of the country 

cludes a percentage of the skilled 
artisans, 

The lethargy of this class of 
vople is Chmna’s greatest curse. 
Something must be done to bring} 
them out of their indifference, | 
selfishness and cowardiee, Their | 
passive complacency is more exas- 
































perating to the Chinese patriot 
than the positive crimes of the 
official class. 

Tho lower class in China, the 


illiterate labourers, farmers and: 
coolies, have all the fundamental 
virtues of the unwashed in any 
country. They are industrious, 
honest, courageous; preeminently | 
fair in their judgements when they 








‘station. 


understand the premises in any 





!a century 





| The intellectuals 


given argument, and emotional 
enough to respond to a strong ap- 
peal to their imaginations, The 
great weakness of this class is 
ignorance. A public event in China 
which concerns the welfare of the 
whole country is ancient history by 
the time it is known and under- 
stood by the illiterate masses. It 
is in the character of these people 
that foreig) observers usually find 
1eason for héping that China will 
some day be a great democracy, 
and if China’s future is dependent 
wgon the active participation of 
this element in public affairs, it is 
certanly dependent upon education, 
improved communications, news- 
papers which will reach the masses, 
und upon training in democracy 

hich will probably have: to begin 
with local self-government. 





Tue Taree Essentiats, 


Chinese democracy is, therefore, 
ependent upon the  chastisement- 
he apilitary dictators, the 
awakening of the middle class, and 
the education of the overwhelmingly 
large proletariat. In the course of 
ordinary evolution and growth, 
China mignt potter about and 
achieve these ends in a century or 
so. What the intellectual classes in 
China, whe constitute a fourth 
estate, say is that China has not 
or so to spare. The 
chastisement of the officials, the 
awakening of the middle classes, 
and the education ‘of the proletariat 
must be achieved by some radically 








{short cut to satisfy the impatience 


the world. The Occident is 
impatient of China, and Japen is 
ready to tuke advantage of the 
‘ishness of hey development. 
feel that China 
lss very little time to spare. They 
know that progress jin political 
affairs is achieved in two  ways— 
through dehberate and painstaking 
education, nd through suffering. 
Almost every Chinese who is 
interested in China’s welfare, bas 
decided in his own mind that if 
this country is going to evolve a 
responsible government, and at the 
same time maintain its indepen- 
dence and integrity, it is going to 
be through suffering. They have . 
decided that the criminal official 
classes will have to be thrown out 
bodily; that, the complacent middle 
classes will have to be dynamited 
cut of their complacency, and that 
the ignorant musses will have to 
eet their political education through 
turmoil: and suffering. 

Tt is for these reasons that the 
intellectuals are preaching what 
they call Bolshevism. The Revolu- 
tion in ‘China was painfully super- 
ficial; the warfare among the 
Tuchuns and the politicians which 
has been going on for seven or 
it yaars has brought China no 
nearer demceracy except where it 

















has aroused the impoverished 
proletariat to interest in public 
affairs- 
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Novetry Wearine Orr. 


The Student Movement, which has 


em generally conceded’ to be the 
most hopeful movement in China, 
bas barely rippled the surface of 
middle class complacency, and is 
now losing its force and. <fficacy. 
The novelty has worn off and the 
mnilitarists have renewed confidence, 
while ths merchants shrink _ back 
into their shops with the conviction 
thiad they have over-reached them. 
selves and that passive complacency 
ig their . safest. rule after all. 
Obviously something must be done; 
something which does not involve 
playing ‘Tuchun politics, end which 
will not result simply in the exodus 
of one group of parasitical rulers 
rnd the advent of another, The 
Chinese intellectuals want no more 
wars between groups of generals 
‘md politicians, They want a 
{undamental  revolution—something 
that will send every general and 
every politician scurrying to the 
Treaty Ports; which will foree 
every middle class merchant to 
come out of his shell of self-interest 











and fight for his life just to teach | 


him that there are bigger interests 
than the interests of his skon and 
family; and something which will 
make the proletariat rise up in 
enger and demand enlightenment. 
end were the student 
‘ons conceived. ‘They 
have now served their usefulness. 
Further parades, — street corner 
speeches, and strikes are all 
equally futile. The students are 
now treated as wayward children, 
and whilo all olasses, including the 
officials, realize in their hearts that 











tho students constitute the most 
unselfish and the most — tri 
patriotic element in China which 


has found a means of expression, 
the military rulers can deal with 
them «s wilful infants now because 
they have not succeeded in stirring 
the middle classes to, effective 


action in their support. They and |* 


their allies among the teachers, the 
professional radicals and the profes. 
sional agitators, feel that there 1 
desperate need now for action along 
new lines. 


LEADERLESS AND INEXPERIENCED, 


In this business of stirring the 
masses of the people to a sense of 
their wrongs and of interesting 
them in the righting of these 
wrongs, China is st:ll inexPerienced. 
The leaders show little originality 
or ingenuity. The representatives 
of the Occidental Powers in Ching 
understand clearly enough that 
their interests in the Far East 
would be best served by the develop- 
ment of an efficient democracy in 
China, but no one of these Powers 
has as y @ concrete 
policy "for assistance or 
encouragement of China. in such 
development. Those — Westerners 
who have scen what trifling bmefits 
have been attained through the 
Revolution and through the political 
changes of tho past eight years, 
realize’ as the Chinese radical 


reformers do that unless the Powers 


shape their Tolicies to cive tangi- 
Ie support, to the growth of 
democracy in China, the Chinese 
yeople will have to reform their 
own affairs by very radical and 
violent methods or 


down and watch China 


sit. placidly 
be 


Koreanized long before anything 
like a democracy is evolved. While 
the intellectual classes of China 
have been experimenting with 
propaganda and hoping that the 
Western Powers would develop 
China policies which would give 
them some moral encouragement the 
tubbub in Russia has been brought 
across Asia to China’s very boarders; 
end has infficted itself upon the 
attention of the Chinese people. 
Just as people in the Oceident 
have begun to realize that in Rus- 
sia something like democracy may 
be about to grow out of what 
seemed hupeless chaos, so it is 
teing observed im the Orient, Chaos 
as a short cut to democracy has 





Japan also, and to the ultra radical 





the idea’ of creating chaos, of 
urning loose all the forces of 
destruction in the hope of wrecking 


the organizetions of the military 
rulers and of fairly’ blasting be 
as 


Te 
Naturally they have turned to 
Russia for instruction. It is not 
because they know anything of the 
political and social doctrines of 
Leninism. 1t 1s highly improbable 
that these doctrines, if they were 
understood in China would make 
“be slightest appeal to the Chinese 
nind. They see in the Russian 
people a people who were no better 
vrovared a few years ogo for 











Gemocracy than the Chinese, who 
have been violently agitated — by 
their political experiments, who 


have suffered profoundly and who 
now seem on the point of get 
something worth while in the y 
of free institutions for ail their 
pains. What interests China still 
more is the fact that the Russians. 
ile they were in the throes of 
their metamorphosis, contrived to 
resent interferences ‘and have. al- 
most cleares the field of outsiders 
for final engagements between their 
own warring factions. 

When tho Chinese agitators go. 
therefore in all secrecy to the Rus- 
sians and ask them for the formula 
for what they have done they go 
for instruction and guidance, pos- 
sibly for sympathy, but not for 
political philosophy. If there is 
anything that China has had a 
surfeit of it is philosophy. Every- 
thing has been thought of in China 
and every known theory of gov- 
ernment has been exploited in 
“eight-legged essays.” But in the 
practical business of disturbing the 
public peace, of ereating such ter- 
rible chaos that all the militarists. 
the politicians, the speculators and 
the profiteers flee the country, the 
Chinese agitators feel that they 
have much to learn. They sit at 
the feet of their elder brothers 
from Russia. 

‘This is why one hears so mnch 
talk of “Bolshevism,” of ‘soviets” 
and the like. It explains why 
Chinese who know no more of un- 
adulterated Leninism than the 
average newspaper reader dors of 
Lithuanian polities speak of the 
secret organizations which they are 
building up in several scctions of 











begun to appeal strongly to the’ 
imaginations of thousands of | 
patriots in China, and perhaps in 


the country as “soviet? govern- 
ments. The importation of terms 
is an importation of misnomers; 
but the importation of practical 
schemes for arousing the Chinese 
people is really dangerous from the 
point of view of thoss who would 
like to see China drift. 


Strong Mepecixe Ispeep. 

It is impossible to prophesy the 
form which a new radical move- 
ment in China will take when the 
reformers believe that they aro 
sufficiently well organized to act. 
One person can speculate upon 
such matters as well as another. 
It seems inevitable that the army, 
in which there are already many 
agents will run amok, The gen- 
erals and their political friends 
will take refuge in the treaty ports. 
‘Tho bandits and the soldiers would 
probably disorganize trade and 
loot the cities. The traders robbed 
of what they had. with nothing 
more to lose, would join the mob 
and rob their neighbours. And 
what would come of it? Tho 
radical leaders probably hope that 
they could then harness disorder 
and bring about a new order which 
all classes would be interested in 
making a permanent order. 








‘Tue correspondent who took the 
“Daily Mail” to task recently for 
calling women “women” and. not 


“ladies” has incurred the indigna- 
‘ion of her sex, as is feelingly 
evidenced by Lady Cooper who 





says: “All T can say about women 
who wish to be called ‘ladies,’ is 
poor darlings. A woman who is a 
woman has got it in her heart: a 
woman ‘who wants to ho called a 
‘lady’ has got it in her pocket. 
That's the difference.” ” Miss Mary 
MacArthur says on the same. sub- 
ject “Any woman who objects to 
being called a woman is no Indy. 
T think woman a very much better 
word, and all my sex will agree— 
unless they came out of the Ark.” 
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CHINA, PARENT OF JIU-JITSU 





Wrestling and Gymnastics at Tsinanfu—General 
Ma’s Pupils—An Older Art than Japan’s 


By Rodney Gilbert 


Peking, March 26. 

About 15 years ago when the 
study of the Japanese system 
of self defence generally known 
as jiu-jitsu became very po- 
pular in Occidental countries, 
cne dees not remember that 
was ever mentioned _ that 
jivejitsu was not native to Japan 
but, like so much else in Japan, 
had been originally borrowed from 
China, 

‘The most ardent living patron of| 
physical training along old Chinese 
lines is the Commander of the 2nd 
Division of the Frontier Defence! 
Army and of the 47th Mixed} 
Brigade, General Ma Liang, now 
Occupation Commissioner at . Tsi- 
nanfu, Among foreign newspaper 
readers General Ma is probably 
‘best known through his conflict) 
with the student demonstrators in 
Tsinan last spring when he was 
given a great deal of adverse ad- 
vertising, and was reported to have 
made many speeches, which seem 
to anyone familiar with the man’s 
character utterly inconsistent with; 
the whole trend of his ideas. 

For som2 reason it does not 
seem to be generally known in 
either foreign or Chinese circles 
that for 18 years General Ma has 
been working upon a revival of 
ancient Chinese military training ; 
that he has trained more than 
30,000 students in this revivified 
science and has introduced his 
system of physical culture into so 
many branches of the army that) 
more than 300,000 soldiers are in- 
directly his pupils in a system of 
physical training designed to school 
them in_ self-defence. 

The value of the work which 
General Ma has done can never be 
appreciated until one has seen 2| 
corps of his students going through 
their exercises. The foreigner in 
China usually has the impression 
that the Chinese take no interest 
in physical culture and that they 
would much rather be spectators 
to exhibitions of physical prowess 
than participants in any sort of 
sports. Perhaps it is because 
General Ma’s system of training is: 
indigenous and is hallowed by 
ancient traditions that the Chinese 
take so kindly to it, but whatever 
the reason, General Ma’s pupils do 
take up their work with a vim and 
enthusiasm which would astonish 
any foreigner who has preconceived 
notions of the Chinese aversion to 
tough sports, 


Te Biccest Tari ox Recory, 


The writer has witnessed the 
sports of many peoples, has been 
in the audiences of all the great 
circuses and Wild West shows, and 
is familiar with all the Occidental 
sports from boxing to lacrosse, but 
he has never seen a performance in 
which more skill and agility were 
shown or an exhibition of rougher 
hhorse-play than that which is pro- 




















‘weapons, straight swords, 


vided by the men who drill in Tsi- 
nan under General Ma Liang’s per- 
sonal supervision. 


Stace anv Properzss. 


The show begins gently and 
placidly with a drill in calisthenics 
and comes to a climax in a whirl- 
wind of violence in which the per- 
formers are groups of sun-blacken 
ed over-muscled men of terrilic 
strength and agility, none of whom 
one would care to meet in the dark. 
The drill-ground is a small court 
in which the earth has been rolled 
hard and from which every pebble 
and fragment of stone has been 
carefully picked. Along one wall 
there is a rack of antique Chinese 

curved 
swords, lances, halberds, quarter- 
staves, clubs linked together like 
fiails and many other weapons for 
which we have no name. At the 
south end of the court there is a 
number of large stone dumb-bells. 
piles of granite paving stones and 
little heaps of bricks and tiles which 
serve an astonishing purpose at the 
end of the show. 

We Occidentals have gone pretty 
thoroughly into callisthenics, but 
the Chinese have contrived to 
devise a system of movements 
which has little in common with| 
anything one sees in Western 
gymnasiums. It seems designed to 
develop suppleness and double- 
jointedness rather than muscular 
strength. In a remote city 
in Shensi, the writer once saw a 
soldier with his foot up on the 
parapet of the city wall, apparent- 
ly making a violent effort to make 
his knee joint bend the wrong way. 
He explained that he was prepar- 
ing his leg muscles against possible 
strain and this scems to be the 
basis of Chinese calisthenics. The 
muscles are twisted and the joints 
are strained by every movement 
and the result is that the boys 
seem remarkably lithe and tough, 
rather than much developed. 


Quarter-starF FoR THE MILLION. 

Following the callisthenics comes 
a sword drill with straight swords, 
and following this there is a drill 
in the use of a quarter staff about 
six feet long. At this point in the 
performance, General Ma will ex- 
plain to his friends and guests, that 
in this drill he has devised some- 
thing which will rejuvenate China 
and give every man, woman and 
child not only a godd physique, but 
also self-reliance. He points out 
that the Chinese people are poor 
and that they cannot all possess 
firearms and be skilled in their 
use, but that 2 man with a good- 
sized club who knows how to use 
it, can take care of himself almost 
anywhere and that its constant use 
will give him an excellent physique. 
As he says, almost anyone, 20 





matter how poor, can procure a 
club, and his training in the use, 


of @ club will give a man strength 
and self-confidence ; that if every- 
one in China could be persuaded 
to go through this simple training, 
the people would be much more 
vigorous and aggressive, mentally 
as Well as physically. 

‘As this is a plea which is ad- 
vanced for drills and gymnasiums 
of all sorts in every country’ in 
which it is in vogue, there is no- 
thing novel in the theory to the 
Occidental, but among Chinese 
General Ma’s arguments for uni- 
versal physical training are prob- 
ably unique and somewhat radical. 
He declares that the Chinese peo- 
ple are too drowsy ; that they sleep 
too much, sit too much and eat 
too much and that anything which 
would make them more active 
physically and more self-reliant in 
their personal encounters with one 
another would make them more 
aggressive and confident as a na- 
tion. 

The quarter-staff drill is a little 
more strenuous than the callis- 
thenics. It is followed by exhibi- 
tions of boxing, in which kicking 
also plays a part, and which, while 
it is apparently ‘staged simply as 
an exhibition of agility and mus- 
cular control, involves some pretty 
hard slapping and kicking. The 
men dive about the courtyard, land- 
ing upon the hard ground jin all 
possible attitudes, roll over lightly, 
and bound to their feet. It does 
not seem to do the least harm to 
one of these acrobats to slide a 
few yards along the hard earth 
on his face, and a vigorous kick 
in the jaw simply starts one of the 
boxers on a series of back somer- 
saults which he concludes with a 
bow and a smile. 23 


Wrestttxe Fast axp Furious. 

After this comes the wrestling 
which is fast and furious and which 
is very evidently no child’s play. 
General Ma shows the keenest 
interest in this and impresses his 
friends with the fact that it is 
much more completely developed 
than the “small part” which the 
Japanese have borrowed. To the 
foreigner it would certainly seem 
the most business-like and most 
useful part of the whole per- 
formance. 

The men strip to the waist and 
put on short, closely quilted canvas 
jackets which are belted with long 
sashes. The play is too fast and 
furious for a spectator to under- 
stand the rules clearly. It would 
seem that all grips are taken upon 
the canvas jacket, tripping is ap- 
parently permissible and while the 
spectators sometimes _ protest 
against leg-holds, - some of the 
wrestlers resort to this. A man is 
thrown when he Joses his ‘balance 
and immediately releases his hold 
upon his adversary. In most cases, 
however, he does not go down 
gently and some of the throws are 
so violent that the thud of the 





defeated one’s body _ resounds 
throughout the courtyard. 
In this phase of the drill the 


Japanese are of course intensely 
interested. General Ma says that 
thousands of Japanese officers. and 
men have come at one time and 
anothar to seo sthe Yerformance, 
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and, according to creditable wit-] i 


nesses, one or two of the best 
wrestlers have thrown every jiu- 
jitsu champion whom the Japanese 
have been able to bring to Tsinan. 


Tue Spectator Gass. 


Highly dramatic combats with 
lances and swords follow the wrest- 
ling and while it is certain that| 
the men purposely miss one another 
in their lunges and slashes, they 
miss by so narrow a margin that 
the spectator is out of his seat] 
throughout most of the contest. 

After these artists come the 
strong men, as highly developed 
as any whom we are accustomed 
to see in the Occident. One man 
takes a dumb-bell weighing 266 
pounds, tosses it in the air, catches 
it on his upturned forearms, tosses 
it again, catches it in one hand, 
rests it upon head and then 
twirls it about his neck, shoulders 
and waist. Another lies upon his 
back, supports dumb-bells weighing 
540 pounds on his feet and hands 
and upon these a pyramid-of nine 
men is built. A number of lesser, 
lights perform with lesser dumb- 
bells, then a man rushes to the 
front, two others toss a granite 
paving stone four inches thick on 
his back and it is cracked with a 
sledge-hammer, 

This is the signal for a general 
furore of tile and brick breaking 
among the acrobats, They break 
bricks in their hands, break them 
over their arms, over the backs of 
their necks, and over each other’s 
faces. One man leans over, 
balances six bricks on the side of 
his face, while another smashed 
them all with a seventh. A man 
with half-a-dozen tiles in each hand 
will clip them over his neighbour’s 
ears and break them all. Finally 
in the midst of this whirlwind .of 
destruction, one round-headed 
devotee drops on his knees, puts 
half a brick on top of his head 
upon which a huge slab of granite 












balanced which is then shattered, 
‘ith a sledge-hammer. The show! 
is then over. 


A Wrssixe Personatiry. 


No account of this new military 
art is complete without a brief 
sketch of General Ma Liang him- 
self, through whose industry, en- 
thusiasm and persistence in his 
study of physical training, the 
system which he has now evolved 
has been endorsed by the highest 
officials in China, and has been in- 
troduced into the army and into 
the schools of many provinces. All 
of his books, which have been en- 
dorsed by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion, contain prefaces by such men 
as_ex-President Li Yuan-hung, 
ex-President Feng  Kuo-chang, 
President Hsu Shih-chang, Marshal 
Tuan Chi-jui, Chief of the General 
Staff Chang Huai-chih, Premier 
Chin Yun-peng, and men of equal 
standing. 

As is generally known, General 
Ma is a Mohammedan, and is 
{characteristically vigorous, en- 
thusiastie and clean-living. ’ He is 
a small man, nearly 50 years of 
age, with a round face and round 
spectacles, a clear complexion and 
a very winning dimpled smile. Like 
most of the men whom one meets 
in China who are really busy doing 
something, his official dignity does 
not worry him. He is better 
known 
Tsinan than any official who has 
ever been there. Although he is 
extremely direct and outspoken, 
he is very courteous and consider- 
ate. Like Napoleon, General Ma 
sleeps only four hours a day, and 
eats only the simplest food. His 
enemies say that he is old-fashion- 
ed and has little sympathy with 
modern tendencies, but he is the 
type of man whom a foreigner in 
China invariably likes and admires, 
a man who is really interested in 
something and passionately de- 
voted to doing something. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 





‘“Mapame Prove,” by Pierre Loti. 
T. Werner Laurie Ld. 
Pleasant reading, in spite of being 
a translation from the French, ac- 
companied by pleasant illustra- 
tions. All about Japan and 
the Japanese—and very pleasant. 
people the author makes them out 
to be—the descriptions are won- 
derful and expressed wonderfully. 
Take for example, ‘And as ono 
climbs, so one sees, in the middle 
distance on the farther side of the 
shut-in valley where Nagasaki has 
grouped her thousands of grey 
roofs, the opposing mountains 
towering, covered by  funereal 
woods, pagodas, and tombs, where 
the soil is mingled with human 
ashes, and where the eternal per- 
fume of the incense sticks, burned 
for the dead, exhales. Farther 
away, the great blue opening of 
the bay spreads between the bat- 
tlements and the charming com- 
plications of the shores. And 
then, far down, scarcely sketched 
in, almost lost in the more and 
more conquering blue, the far-flung 
islets show the outposts of Japan, 
islets which you would think too 
venturesome, in the immense 
waters arowmd them, and too 
pretty, with their cedars on their 
shores, stooving to the sea.” This 
in English; what must it be in 
French? I can recommend the 
volume to all lovers of Japan. 





“Tae Vanisnep Pomps or Yrster 
pay’’—“‘Anonymous.” Hodder & 
Stoughton. 

A delightful volume of personal 
reminiscences of life at various 
Courts. It is not an easy thing 
to collect together a series of 
random remembrances in a manner 
as interesting as the anonymous 
author of this book has succeeded 
in doing. ‘Take for example, one 
of the earliest accounts, that of 
Berlin in tho soventies, it is an 
extraordinarily vivid description, 
and whilst giving an excellent idea 
of the political atmosphere of the 
time combines so many delightfully 
humorous personal touches that it 
not only avoids ever being dull but 





becomes astonishingly interesting 
and good reading. 
To many readers “Anonymous” 


must not be in the least “Anony- 
but whether tho real’ 
identity of the author is known or 
not his work remains and J_ven- 











ture to think will remain, Where 
all is so interesting. it is difficult 
to specify, for particular praise, 


any one item, but if I were asked” 
to choose I should take the chap- 
ters dealing with Russia. I have 
seldom read 2 book of this type 
which has so completely fascinated 
me. 

M. 





Tas 


Directors 
Commercial Museum and the Japan 
Invention Society, at a recent meet- 


of the Osaka 


ine, decided to render financial 
aid to all young inventors, who 
are handicapped in. their work 
through lack of sufficient funds. 
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COMMERCE & FINANCE 





Money and Exchange 
Shanghai, April 9. 
Sovereigns, Bank’s buying rate 
@ 6/9=Tls. 2.96 @ 73.8=$4.01 
Gold Dollars, Bank’s buying rate 
@ 134}=Tls. 0.74 @ 73.8=$1 O1 


Sitver. 
* The London price of the metal as 
recorded on March 31 was 72}4. 
ready and forward. Since then the 
market has fluctuated moderately, 
yesterday’s quotation being spot 
72d. and forward 714d. The New 
York price has remained practicai- 
ly unchanged, round about 127}. 





Excuance, 


Mex. Dollars, market rate 73.5| Since last report there has been 
Native Interest 0?|a considerable slump in the sterling 
Copper Cash 187,209|T. T.. rate. At closing for the 


Bar Silver 
Bank rate of discount. 


6% 
Proportion reserve to liabilities 18% 
Fr. 61.17 
G.$3.914 


Paris on London 
New York on London 





OPENING AND CLOSING BANK RATES. 





Easter holidays T. T. selling offi- 
72| cial quotation was 7/4. The open- 
ing rate on the following Tuesday 
was down to T. T. 7/2, and has 
since fallen to T. T. 6/9, at which 
level the market closed steady 
yesterday afternoon. The improve- 
ment to 307} in the London-New 
York cross rate, combined with the 




















Ox Loxpox— J Tael | absence of export bills and a con- 
Tel. transfer 6/9|siderable demand for bank remit- 
Demand 6/9t| tances have been the principal 
Credit 4 m/s. 7/14| factors in the exchange market. 
Credit 6 m/s. 7/94 

on Se, il «me. m”y London Silver 
‘Tel. transfer 134 London, April 1. 
Docy. Bills, 4 m/s. 1443| Messrs. Montagu’s silver report 

On Paris— states that the market is fairly 
‘Demand 2053|robust though the edge of demand 
Docy. Bills, 4 m/s, 2205 | seems rather to be taken off. There 

Ox Ispia— would be considerable inquiry if 
Demand 2a7|rates were ‘somewhat lower. Wit 

Ox Hoxexoxo— regard to the outlook, it should be 
Demand 69|remembered that China is really 

Ox Yoxonama— bearing the onus of supporting the 
Demand 342)market which comprises increasing 

Ox Baravia— production and large amounts of 
Demand 340/demonetized silver which was hoard- 

Ow Sixcarore— ed during the war and is now being 
Demand 34} | freed.—Reuter. 
customs ExcuaNae Rates FoR | Silver and India’s Sportiong 

APRIL. : 
Hk. Tl 9.44 @ 7/4} £1 Instints 
+ 1@ 21.63 Francs 24.10| In the course of their report of 
1» 0.64 @ 141 Gold $1|Febraary 12 last Messrs. Samuel 
» 1 @ 314} Rupees 3.50 | Montagu & Co. state :— 
» 1@ 33h Yen. 3.43] The notice given to Parliament on 
1 @ 1.50 Mex. $1.50|February 10 that the Chancellor 


1 
Roubles no quotation. 





Week’k Exchange Notes 


At the close of business on Thurs- 
day the stock of silver in Shanghai 
comprised Ts. 43,747,000 and $2. 
800,000, and Tis. 4,847,000 in sil 
dollars and bars. These figures in- 
clude Tis. 5,590,000 and $15,780,000 
in Chinese banks, in which there 
were no bars. 

‘Arrivals during the week were 
2,941 silver bars ex str. Columbia 
from San Francisco. 

Shipments from Shanghai 
sisted of — 

50 silver bars to Hongkong 





con- 


125, 4, 5 Tientsin 
50 4) yy Nanking 
Canton 








412 bars 





Shipments of sycee were Tls. 
550,000 to Nanking for minting pur- 
poses. 

Dollar arrivals comprised $900, 
000 from Tientsin, $1,070,000 from 
Nanking, and $330,000 from Soo- 
chow, Ningpo and River Ports. 

‘There were no dollar shipments 
recorded. 





i . 


of the Exchequer would introduce 
a bill to amend the law as to the 
standard fineness of silver coin in 
the United Kingdom and other 
paxts of His Majesty’s dominions is 
one more step, and a most im- 
portant one, in reducing the 
urgency of the silver demand fr 
coinage, for obviously the intention 
of the Bill will be to reduce the 
fineness of the metal struck. The 
countries affected will be Austra- 
iia, the West African colonies, ant 
other places where sterling coins, 
of a nominal value similar to those 
of the United Kingdom, pass cur 
rent. 

‘Che consumption of silver by the 
Indian Bazaars in the old days 
used to be about 35,000,000 ounces 
per annum. We have now to do 
with a people enriched by the war 
and rationed as to gold. In these 
circumstances, even a larger an- 
nual absorption is possible. The 
restoration of a free market will be 
very welcome to the Indian baz- 
zaars, to whom silver speculation 
possesses keen attraction, linked 
the demand for the metal 
always been to the prospects 
harvest. 

Forced for a while to transfer the 
exercise of their sporting instincts 





as 
of 








to the tendering for gold offered by 
the Government, they will turn. 
with renewed zest to the opportun- 
ity of a much larger margin of 
profits afforded by operations in 
silver, now phenomenally high’ in 
price, and liable to wide fluctua- 
tions’ from causes remarkably 
diverse in character. It. is fairly 
safe to assume that a free market 
for silver in India will, in the 
long run, result in doing away with 
the need for coining more silver 
rupees for some time to come. 

The embargo upon the private 
importation of silver into India 
not only caused the melting of 
rupees but also increased hoarding 
owing to a fear of a greater 
scarcity of this metal in the future. 
When the bazaars are . supplied 
freely with silver, and the price 
of silver in India falls in conse- 
quence below the melting value of 
the rupee, it is reasonable to ex- 
pect that coins will be resurrected 
from the soil and wherever  else- 
they may have been secreted, and 
that there will be an abundance of 
hoarded silver rupees brought into 
circulation. The huge coinage of 
India in recent years encourages 
this idea. 

It is worthy of notice that, as the 
Indian bazaars are not: likely to 
buy above the melting value of the 


ith| rupee in Indig, the price they cqa, 


pay, as well as the currency pound 
value of the rnpee will both large- 
ly be measured by the premium on 
gold in England. 


Bank of Territorial 
Development 


A claim against the Bank of 
Territorial Development was heard 
at the Mixed Court yesterday,) 
plaintiffs being the Netherlands 
India Commercial Bank, and the 
sum involved Tls. 8,406, balance of 
current account. 

Messrs. A. du Pac de Marsoulies. 
and Premet appeared for the - 
plaintiffs and explained that this 
amount represented a deposit made 
by the Netherlands Bank. The 
defendants had ceased to do busi- 
ness in Shanghai and had failed 
to reimburse the money now elaim- 
ed. 

A representative of the Bank of 
Territorial Development pointed 
out that the documents produced 
were not a satisfactory proof of 
the alleged debt. 

Plaintiffs’_representative replied 
that the debt was duly recognized 
by the Bank itself, and that was a 
sufficient evidence of the rightness 
of tho claim, 

‘Tha Court gave judgement for 
plaintiffs for the amount claimed, 
with interest and costs. 











America’s Trade Balance 

Washington, March 30. 
‘The Department of Commerce has 
published figures showing that the 
trade balance against Europe has 
increased to $280,000,000. in Feb- 
ruary. On the other hand the 
imports from South America, Asia 
and Africa exceeded the exports to 


those continents by 27, 49, and 18, 
million dollars —_respectively.-- 
Reuter. 
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Shanghai Market Report 


Apr. 10. 
Piece Goons. 

Between different sections of the 
Piece goods market a marked dif- 
Terence of opinion is observable 
this wei it is noted that a fair 
amount of stuff is going up-country, 
but on the one hand a doubt is ex 
pressed as to whether this is 
actually going into consumption 
The suggestion is that prices are 
too dear to permit of purchases by 
the actual consumers, and we have 
already noted a complaint from 
‘up-country with reference to these 
rates. Against this view there is 
the belief that the stuff would not 
be taken up-country unless condi- 
tions were favourable, so it is 
difficult to decide how far the fears 
quoted above are being realized. 

‘With reference to prices, it may 
be mentioned that the forward rates 
for at least one chop of Venetians 
approximate to quotations for silk, 
and naturally the Chinese prefer 
to purchase silk. The particular 
chop to which reference is made is 
selling as high as Tls. 1.30, in com- 
parison with a pre-war rate of Tis. 
0.40, and that at an exchange of 
2/8 or so. In the meantime 
Manchester talks about no reduc- 
tion in prices taking place for tw> 
years to come. This may be aa 
exaggerated estimate of the orders 
in hand, but may be fulfilled unless 
there is an exceptionally large crop 
of cotton next year. 

In the local market there has n7 
been very much doing this week, 
partially as a result of the Customs 
holiday. A temporary lull is ap- 
parent, for owing to lower ex- 
change rates dealers are insisting 
on higher prices for fresh sales. 
and in the meantime merchants are 
disinclined to buy. The market is 
consequently rather flat, but prices 
are not down. Fancies may  pos- 
sibly become weaker, but Greys are 
expected to strengthen during the 
next week or two. Looking ahead 
for future delivery, auction prices 
may receive better support. In the 
meantime a spell of wet weather in 
the North has hindered clearances 
there. and from that onarter ther> 
were fewer orders in the hands of 
dealers. 























THe Avctions. 

At the Kungping auction on 
Tuesday a quieter tone was ip 
evidence, with rather easier prices. 
On account of the off-season Blacks 
mostly showed a decline, but 
Figured and Coloured" goods 
were still in demand at about 
the level of a week 
Greys and Whites were steady. 
White Lawns were steady, Velvets 
rather stronger, while Black Twills 


and Black Shirtings were both 
slightly down. The auction was 


inclined to be sluggish. 

The Ewo auction had likewise a 
tendency to be slow. Venetians 
were easier. Italians were down 1 
to 4 mace. While Greys all roun? 
were steady, light weights were a 
little firmer. Whites were in an 
out, but on the average were about 
the same as the previous week. 
Quantities were roughly the same as 
a week ago. 





ae | 
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There was no change in the 
quantities at Yuenfong’s sale on 
‘Thursday—401 packages being dis- 
posed of. Black Venetians and 
Italians were still in need of sup- 
port, and dropped 1 mace. Grey 
Shirtings, Sheetings and Jeans 
came out } mace down, and White 
Shirtings in the same direction to 
the extent of } mace. Deliveries 
remain steady. 

Corto: 

A telegram of April 1 describes 
the Liverpool market as weak, the 
quotations on that day being as 
follows :— 





Pence 
Egyptian Fully Good Fair 

Sakellaridis .. 83.00 
M. _G. Fine Scinde and 









Bengal. 
Good Middling 
Spot. 
Good Mir 
May 
Good  Middling 
July 24.75 

A New York telegram of April 
8 states that the market is firmer, 
with the following i 
May 41.10 cents; July 38.98 cen! 
October 35.28 cents; Spot 42.50 
cents. 

‘Sampin quotations 
dated April 8 give 
quotations as __follot 
April; ¥.614.80 Ma; 
June ; Y.597.10 July ; ¥.592.10 Aug: 
ust ; ¥.575.00 September. 

On April 8 the price of Broach xt 
Bombay was Rs. 496 per khandy. 

Messrs. Tata, Sons & Co. have 
received the following telegrams: 
Liverpool, March 26—Prices fluctu 
ating nervously under outside in- 
fluences. may be mistaken but 
we think the following factor 
should not be lost sight of,—late- 
ness, farm work, want of labour 
render very large crop improbable 
Liverpool, April 6—Have several 
exbles from the South, all to the 
following  offect:—Crop accounts 
are wretched everywhere: snowing 
Georgia; some damage by killing 
frost, Texas, heavy rains, many 
parts farm work unusually late; 
seed is considered poor quality 

China Cotton:—Messrs. A. 5. 
Rosenfeld & Son’s weekly — cottoa 
market report says:—The market 
during the past week has been 
rather quiet, and prices have 
moved within a comparativel 
narrow margin, with the net r 
sult of a steady market as com- 
pared with last week’s level. The 
adjustment in values has tended to 
equalize sentiment and has fostered 
a less aggressive attitude on both 
ides of the market and a greater 
inclination to await developments. 
Sneculative business has been re- 
vorted for July. August and Septem 
her: holders, however, have been 
disinterested. 

As to the future situation, this 
depends largely on the trend of 
exchange, any downward movement 
being certain to strengthen the 
price of the staple, as would any 
important inquiries by the mills. 

Yarn :—The tone of the market 
during the past week has been on 
the easy side due to speculative 
influences, but as remarked in our 


‘American, 











from Osaka 
the closing 
































local mills is all that could be 
desired. Production up to the 
middle or end of September has 
been disposed of at remunerative 
prices. Demand everywhere is 
healthy, while stocks, from reliable 
reports, are diminutive. 

Considerable interest has been 
taken locally in a Renter telegram 
to the effect that owing to the dis- 
turbed state of the markets the 
Osaka Stock Exchange will remain 
closed until further notice. 

Closing quotations yesterday :— 


Tungchow Tis. 
Shanghai ai 
Nanzu 7 





aichong iz 
ingpo . 
Hungkow fs 
Shensi I - 
Shensi II * 


Sux: 


‘The market is a little changed, 
and there are indications of in 
creased demand from both America 
and Lyons. 

Tussahs are weaker in 
supplies 
usual. 

The American Silk Commission 
have left for Soochow en route for 
Peking after a short but interesting 
visit to Shanghai Their urgent re: 
quest for better winding silk is but 
the natural result of higher wages 
in America, and will probably be 
met by improving present methods, 
but increasing our production is a 
more difficult matter as the Chinese 
consumption more than offsets the 
yearly increase, which, it may be 
said, is by no means small. 





spite of 
being much lower than 








Seep. 

Reports from Home still continue 
to show a declining market for 
sesamum seed, but it is difficult for 
local shippers to reconcile the 
prices at which it is obtainable out 
here. 

Even with the decline in ex- 
change which we have witnessed 
this week it is quite impossible to 
account for the European quot: 
ations. As already mentioned ov 
several ocasions, the seed market 
here is so firm when any decline 
in exchange occurs, the advantage 
to the imports is immediately offset 
by the rise in the first cost, and 
this is what is happening to-day. 

The demand seems to be _ still 
very general, and over Tis. 8 per 
picul has been paid locally. 


Hives. 

The market for hides has not 
been assisted by exchange, as any 
decline has been countered by 2 
corresponding increase in the tae 
prices. There are signs that buyers 
are beginning to realize that they 
will not gain very much by holdiag 
off, and as a certain demand has 
to be filled, it will not be surprising 
to find workable orders in the 
market at any moment. 





Coal Output 





circular last week, the position of 


Kailan Mining Administration tons. 
Output for week ending 
‘March 27 86,054 


Sales for week ending March 27 88,910 


( 
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DUPLICATION OF PIECE 
GOODS IMPORTS 





A Time for Caution 


‘Tho suggestion has been current 
for many years that through his 
conservative methods of business 
the British merchant has not been 
forging ahead in foreign markets, 
that in competition with more go- 
ahead methods he would be left in’ 
the lurch, Great Britain has 
awakened to the necessity for 
securing as great an expansion of 
trade as possible, and in comparison 
with the war years we aro seeing a 
distinct improvement. In view, 
howover, of future contingencies it 
is as well to point out one danger. 

This is to be found in the very 
big influx of business representa- 
tives and commercial travellers 
which has occurred since the con- 
clusion of the armistice. Man- 
chester firms have sent their own 
representatives here in numbers! 
far exceeding anything previously 
known, and they have been pushing 
the business of their particular 
houses with a considerable degree 
of skill. As the demand has been 
good, and on @ continuously rising 
market, they have had much suc- 
cess, and so far all has gone well- 
Wero present conditions at all 
stable there would be no trouble, 
but, as we know, far-sighted mer- 
chants here have been forced to 
Jook ahead to days of a lower ex- 
change, and_as we pointed out be- 
fore, to a China that is prepared} 
to go in rags and patches through 
sheer inability to pay the prices 
‘ich the rest of the world is will- 
ing to give. 

This is what occasionally occurs 
‘at tho present day. The local re- 
presentative of a Home firm may 
book an order with a house in 
Shanghai for a particular kind of 
cloth which is much favoured in 
Tientsin, in fact its consumption 
may bo entirely confined to the 
northern port. Obviously the 
Shanghai firm has bought for the 
Tientsin market, but what may 
happen is that a week or two later 
the same representative calls at 
Tientsin and books further orders 
there for exactly the same cloth. It 
may even happen that he is able 
to impress a number of firms in 
Shanghai with the excellent pros- 
pects for this particular cloth. and 
book orders. Consequently the im- 
portations thereof are very much 
greeter than usual. 

With a further 
change or an increase Home 
prices, the position going 
to bs delicate. Prices to the 
Chineso consumer will be infinitely 
greater, and then the trouble will 
begin. Simply thronch lack of pur- 
chasing power the Chinese consum- 
er will be unable to buy, dealers 
will bo left with heavy stocks on 
their hands with no prospect of 
disposing of them exeent at a loss. 
Tho resultant dislocation of trade’ 
will bo considerable, and the posi- 
tion locally will be anything but. 
fortunate. 

Wa do not wish to be pessimistic 
in regard to the futuro of the 
trade, but there are certain factors! 








drop_ in_ ex- 





is 











which cannot be ignored. There is 
Japanese competition which is 
again to the fore. Since last May 
the boycott has had a very serious 
effect upon imports from Japan, 
but in spite of the statements of 
the arch-boycotters, its effect is 
diminishing. The Chinese are 
again in the market for Japanese 
goods, although any purchases they 
are prepared to make aro certainly 
at anything from a tael ver piece 
less than is offered for Lancashire 
productions of a similar quality. 
This is significant, and should 
Manchester go higher, it is possible 
to seo an end to the boycott alto- 
gether. 











A Ningpo Cotton Mill 


In view of the great attention 
given to the cotton industry, the 
following account of the Woo Fung 
Cotton Mill, Ningpo, will be of 
interest, not only as showing the 
widespread condition of prosperity 
in the trade, but also as an example 
of successful inanagement of Chin- 
eso of this business. 

‘The Woo Fung Mill is one of 
moderate capacity and is working 
only 23,200 spindles. Situated at 
Ningpo, it is run under manage- 





ment which is purely Chinese, It 
was started in 1907 with a paid up 
capital of $6C0,000, divided into 


6,000 shares of $100 each, and has 
invariably paid good dividends. 
During the last three years the pro- 
fits of the mill have beeen quite in 
keeping with the prosperity enj 
by foreign-managed contemporaries. 
Out of the working of these three 
years big and substantial increases 
have been made in the capital, 
inereasing it to three times its 
original amount, without any call 
upon the  shareholders—a fact 
which well bespeaks the flourishing 
state of the mill. 

In 1917, after paying a dividend 
for the year of 8 per cent., a bonus 
of $50 per share was declared, which 
was utilized in augmenting the 
capital, by increasing the paid up 
value per share to $150. n 1918, 
after paying the usual dividend of 
8 per cent. a further bonus of $40 
per share was declared and this, as 
in the preceding year, was used to 
increase tho paid up value per 
share to $190. The profits for 1919 
yielded the customary dividend of 
8 per cent. plus a cash bonus of 850 
per share. Over and above, a bonus 
of $110 was available and was 
utilized for raising the paid up 
value per share to $300. 

















Silk Shipments 

The following is the l'st of silk 
shipoed from Shanghai by the 
M. M.S. Paul Lecat on April 1:— 





s Silk. Total. 
Dal Bales. Bales. 
Whito and Yeitow 
Milan 1 40 4 
St. Chamond 10 =- 10 
Avignon _ Bt 10 
Marseilles 55 = 55 
Lyons 448 45 493 
‘Total 514 5 609 
WASTE SILK. 
Bales. 
Mai 415 





djand the 





Inquiry into Cotton Combine 


Washington. April 4. 
Mr. Palmer, the Attorney-Gen- 
eral, has started an investigation 
of the alleged combination to 
depress cotton prices.—Reuter. 
Washington, April 6. 
The House of Representatives 
has ordered the Federal Trado 
Committee to investigate the cause 
of the increase in the price of cot- 
ton yarn.—Reuter. 





Indian Spinners’ Strike. 
‘s London, April 5. 
euter’s Ahmedabad correspon- 
dent states that the cotton-spinners 
have struck. They demand 30 
rupees wages 
rope Gay aSS # month and a 10 
April 6. 


The Ahmedabad cotton-spinners’ 
strike is at an end, the dispute 
has been referred to arbitration. 
Mr. Gandhi, the Indian Nationa- 
list leader, will meet the mill- 
owners and the award will de an 
nounced before May 1.—Reuter 





Hongkong Labour Crisis 


_ Hongkong, April 3. 
The Chinese employees in the 


engineering trades here have 
demanded an increase of 40 per 
cent. in their wages. The Hong. 


kong & Whampoa Dock Company 

. the Taikoo Dockyard & 
Engineering Company have com. 
ceded as from April 1 ‘an additional 
9} cents per hour with consequent 
additions of 2) cents per hour on 
overtime at ordinary pay and halt. 
pay and 3 cent per hour for over- 
time at double pay. This concession 
apparently has not satisfied the 
fitters and turners at the shipyards 
who did not turn up for duty this 
morning. A sympathetic movement 
which may affect other industrial 
establishments is feared.—Reuter. 








North Manchuria Market 
Mr. Douglas Jenkins, American 





Consul at Harbin, says in the 
course of an article in Commerce 
Reports : 

Most of the hardware imported 





into the Harbin district is now 
coming from the United States and 
Japan. Before the war German 
hardware manufacturers practically 
monopolized the Harbin market, 
and there are signs already that the 
German merchants are beginning to 
feel their way again into this ter- 
ritory. American hardware is 
popular here, and although it is re- 
garded as somewhat expensive, its 
superiority in quality is usually ap- 
preciated. 7 
‘Among the articles of hardware in 
demand are: Enamelled kitchen 
and household utensils, cutlery, 
door locks and door knobs, hinges, 
scales, nails (including horseshoe 
nails). wire netting, tools, piping 
and other plumbing materials, bath- 
tubs, ete. ‘ f 
There are four firms in the city 
of Harbin which import hardware 
on their own account and do a 
general retail and wholesale busi- 
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ness. These firms are ail Russian 


and prefer to correspond in their 
own language, but are prepared to 
receive correspondence in English. 
‘There are also several general im- 
porting houses of American ant 
British nationality which handle 
hardware. A number of Chinese 
dealers sell hardware, but they do 
not import on their own account, 
preferring to buy through the 
general importing firms. 

Harbin firms report that they are 
already receiving offers from Bel- 
gian houses. 

When normal conditions return 
in this district there would appear 
to be no objection to the granting of 
credit to ‘rellestablished firms, 
though no credit should be extended 
at this time. In the event of goods 
peing shipped for payment upon 
receipt of documents, a substantial 
advance should be insisted upon to 
protect the American manufacturers 
from failure to take delivery 
‘upon the arrival of the goods. 
Jt is hardly advisable under 
present conditions for American 
firms to undertake to quote 
prices cif. Harbin, owing to 
the lack of stability in railway 
freight rates and other local charges. 





A British Oil Combine 
London, March 30. 


The “Times” states that an oil: 
bunkering company, under the pro- 
sideney of Lord Incheape, is being 
formed with a capital of over a 
million sterling. The Board of 
Directors includes two of the 
Directors of the Anglo-Persian_ Oil 
Co. and a representative of Cory 
Bros. & Co. The company has 
already assured supplies from the 
East byt it is probable that it will 
‘extend in other directions—Reuter. 





London Rubber Prices 
Messrs. J. A. Wattie & Co. have 
received the following telegram 
from Messrs. Barker & Co., Ld., 
London, dated March 31:— 
Average spot price standard 
quality ribbed smoked 
sheet 2I: 
Average spot price standard 
quality first crépe 2/23 
Ex warehouse Singapore 2/4, 2/4, 
market quiet but steady. 


3 


‘| are in receipt of the following tele- 


Gula Kalumpong Meeting 


Messrs. Ibert & Co., Ld., _ the 
local secretaries of ” the Gula 
Kalumpong Rubber Estates. Ld., 


gram from the head office of the 
company :— 

“Meeting passed off satisfactori 
ly. All resolutions carried unani- 
mously. Dividend payable on and 
after April 12.” 








New French Companies 


The following is taken from 
“Fairplay,” dated February 5: 

Among’ recently _ established 
French Companies are the Societé 
de Navigation _Transoceanique 
(headquarters Paris), with an 
authorized capital of Frs. 10,000,009, 
and the France et Canada, Com: 
pagnie Franeaise de Navigation 
(Paris), with a capital of | Frs. 
5,000,000. The Royal Mail Steam 
Packet (Societé Anonyme) has also 
been established at Paris to take 
over the general representation of 
shipoing "concerns, but more 
rarticularly that of the Royal Mail 
Steam Packet Co. 








March Rubber Output 





Ib. 
Sungei Duri 27,123 
Ayer Tawah 32170 
*Padang 15.358 
*Consolidated Estates 50,565 
*Komunting 20.421 
*Karan 7.800 


*Shortage due to wintering. 


Messrs. Iibert & Co., Ld., the 


local secretaries of the Gula- 
Kalumpang Rubber Estates, Ld., 
are in receipt of the following 
telegram from their Penang 
agents :— 

Output of Dry Rubber for March 120,000 
Shipped 126,915 
Cocoanuts 300,000 nuts 
Rainfall 11 inches 


British Trade Publicity 


The “Board of Trade Journal” 
of February 12 devotes an article 
to British trade publicity in China, 
in the course of which it mentions 
the excellent work carried out 
ithrough the medium of the “Chen 
|Pao.”” 50,000 copies of this publica- 








tion are now being circulated 
throughout China every fortnight. 

Another important medium for 
publicity under the auspices of the 
Committee is a large volume now 
in course of preparation, the 
“British Trades Directory in Chin- 
ese.” This is designed to be a com- 
prehensive guide to British manu- 
facturers, agents, shippers and 
merchants, with descriptive articles 
respecting the goods supplied and 
handled by them. It will consist 
of about 400 pages, and 10,000 copi 
are to be distributed to recommend- 
ed addresses all over China, 








Canadian Shipping 
Progremme 


The Canadian Government an- 
nounces a further expansion in its 
activities in respect to shipbuilding. 
Hitherto its enterprise has been 
confined to building freight-carry- 
ing steamers ranging from lake- 
sized vessels of 3,750 tons to ocean- 
going up to 10,500 tons. Most of 
them have averaged 5,000 to 8,000 
tons. 

In all 23 of these vessels are now 
in commission, while 60 additional 
ships are in course of construction 
in various yards of the Dominion. 
It is expected, according to a recent 
statement of the Hon. C, C, Bal- 
lantyne, Minister of Marine, that 
by the end of the current year the 
Canadian Government mercantile 
marine will have a net tonnage of 
360,000. 

The Government is to embark 
upon the venture of building ocean- 
going steamers of 15,000 tons capa- 
city. They will be of the one-class 
passenger and freight description 
and will have a speed of i8 knots. 

In 1913 the total registered ton- 
nage of Canadian vessels was 
1,200,000. At present, in spite of 
the losses experienced during the 
war, it is 1,475,000 tons, and the 
Minister of Marine estimates that 
by the end of the year it will be 
approximately 2,000,000 tons, large- 
ly as a result of the additions 
which are being made to the Gov- 
ernment-owned fleet. By that time 
Canada will probably rank fifth 
among the ship-owning countries of 
the world. At present she ranks 
eighth. 





The 


A BRITISH COMPANY 


China Mutual Life Insurance Co. Ld. 


Registered under the Hongkong Ordinances and with the Board of Trade (England) 


With Assets totalling Taels 10,165,190.33. 





‘AGENCIES THROUGHOUT ASIA 


Policies free from all unncessary conditions and restrictions. Reduction of Premiums for Home Residences 


Head Orrice: SHANGHAI 
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LAW REPORTS 





H. M. SUPREME COURT 





Shanghai, April 8. 
Before His Honour Jupce 
Sxinner TuRNER. 


Sze Ching-hoa v. A, P. Simoes. 


In this case Mr. J. B. Davies ap- 
peared for the plaintiff and Mr. G. 
HH, Wright for the defendant. 

It was a claim for Tis. 1,949.38, 
being salary due by defendant to 
plaintiff and for monies loaned by 
plaintiff to defendant. 

On the application of Mr. Wright 
pleadings were ordered. 

Wm. Little & Co, v. Garner, 
Quelch & Co. * 


This was a claim for the return 
of Tis, 2,182.92, money paid by 
plaintiffs to defendants, as the price 
of goods not delivered, plus inter- 
est. 

Mr. G. H. Wright represented the 
plaintiffs, while defendants were 
unrepresented. 

Mr. Wright said there was a pos- 
sibility of a settlement of the action 
and asked that the return day be 
adjourned till Monday, May 14. 

‘An order was made accordingly. 
Hanson, McNeill, Jones & Wright 
a. J. F, Brenan in Charge of the 
Land Office, and the China Realty 

Co, 

Mr. G. H. Wright appeared for 
plaintiffs and Mr. H. P. Wilkin- 
son. Crown Advocate, for Mr. J. F. 
Brenan. The China’ Realty Com 
pany was not represented or pre- 
sent. 

On Mr. Wright’s application the 
return day of this case was adjourn 
ed sine die with liberty to apply 
The Crown Advocate was - relieved 
from further attendance in the ac- 
tion pending special notification. 
The China Realty Co. were ordered 
to pay costs of plaintiffs and of the 
Crown Advocate in any event. 

Appearances in Court, 

From the above it will be seen that 
the defendants in two cases did not 
appear in Court nor were they re- 
presented. In connexion with this 
the Assistant Judge asked the re- 
presentative of the Press who was in 
Court to make a note of the follow- 














s, when served with a 
1 actions and do not 
appear, whether they be limited 
companies or not, are at fault, and 
judgement will be given against 
them if they cannot give good resaon 
‘as to why they should not appear. 











PUBLISHERS’ LIBEL 
APPEAL 


‘Mixep Covrr Decisioy Urnetn. 
Judgement has been given in 
the Mixed Court in the case in 
which the Chung Hwa Book Co. 
appealed against the decision of 
the Mixed Court in the trial of an 
action brought by the Commercial 





Press Ld. for libel on the ground 
that the damages awarded at the 
trial were excessive. 

Mr. G. H. Wright appeared for 
the plaintiffs, with Mr. A. Ting, and 
Mr. K. E. Newman and Mr. H. 
Rodger were for the defendants. 

The judgement of the Court, 
which was read by Mr. Grant 
Jones, British Assessor, was as 
follows — 

‘This is an appeal by way of re- 
hearing, on the ground of exces. 
sive damages, from a judgement of 
this Court delivered on February 
10, last. In that judgement we said 
that the apportionment of the loss 
to the various contributory causes 
was no easy task. Language very 
similar was recently held by the 
Privy Council in McHugh v. Union 
Bank of Canada (1913. L.R. N.L 
App. Cases p. 309). “The assess- 
ment of the damages suffered by 
the plaintiff from such a cause of 
action is often far from easy. The 
tribunal which has the duty cf 
making such assessment, whether 
it be judge or jury, has often a 
difficult task, but it must do it as 
best it can, and unless the con 
clusions to which it comes from th> 
evidence before it are clearly 
erroneous they should not be in- 
terfered with on appeal Where 
the action was tried by a judge 
without a jury, the Court of Appeal 
should start with the presumption 
that the decision of the Court be- 
low on the facts was right, and that 
presumption must be displaced hy 
the appellent. If he satisfactori’y 
makes out that the judge below 
was wrong. the decision should be 
reversed: if the matter is left in 
doubt. the Court of Appeal should 
not alter the decision of the Cour: 
below. 

In an action of libel the damages 
are not limited to the amount. of 
pecuniary loss which the plaintiff is 
able to prove: in an action on the 
case, such as this, the damages are 
so limited ; the amount of damages 
is, therefore, a fact which the 
Court has to find. 

It appears that there has been 
a steady increase in plaintiffs’ 
turnover for the past few years 
though naturally at a diminishing 
ratio, and one would expect to find 
this proportionate increase mai: 
tained in 1919 as compared wit? 
the preceding year. The figures 
before us show that it was in fact. 
maintained for the first three 
months of the xear, but not for the 
month of July,” Angust and 
September. Our attention was 
specially directed by counsel for de- 
fendants to the figures for the 
branch offices which show, in 1918 
as well as in 1919, a decrease in 
the turnover for August and 
Sertember as _ compared with 
February and March. But where- 
as this decrease in 1918 is about 
10 per centum, that in 1919 is 
roughly 15 per centum. The only 
legitimate deduction from these 
firures is, I think. that the business 
of the branch offices is not so 
flourishing in August and Septem- 
ber as in February and March. 

Applying the same method to the 
other columns, we find that the 
sales office in 1918 shows an in- 
crease for July and August over 

















January and February of $850,000 
or over 40 per centum: in 1919 an 
actual decrease for July and 
August over January and February 
of $35,000. The printing works in 


D.|1918 show an increase for July and 


August over January and Februacy 
of $160,000 or roughly 240 per 
centum: in 1919 an increase for 
July and August over January and 
February of about $100,000 or 60 
per centum. From these figures 
it would appear that July and 
Avgust are much better months 
for the head office than January 
and February. But why the actual 
decrease in the sales office and the 
considerably diminished increase 
in the printing works for those two 
more prosperous months in 1919? 

It has been submitted that the 
branch offices were not greatly 
affected by the libel: that it was in 
Shanghai that the real harm was 
done. What do the Shanghai figures 
show? They seem to show, taking 
the 40 per cent. and 240 per cent. 
increases in the sales office and 
printing works respectively for the 
months of July and August over 
the months of January and 
February in 1918, that the turnover 
in those two departments for July 
and August 1919 should have been 
in the neighbourhood of $400,000 
more than it actually was, and the 
extra profit thereon over $130,000. 
Granted that defendants’ publica- 
tions did not affect the market 
prior to July 22 and assuming that 
they did not operate prejudicially 
to plaintiffs’ local business for more 
than a month, there yet remains © 
difference of some $65,000 to be ac- 
counted for. There was, it is tru 
much disturbance in educationai 
circles at the time, but the fact is 
of dangerous import for de- 
fendants ; for the disturbance. was 
of an anti-Japanese tendency ani 
it was upon this very agitation that 
dbfendants undoubtedly relied to 
give full effect to their malicious 
allegation. 

The Court then dealt with the 
authorities quoted by Counsel in 
-gument and coneluded by say: 












“Tt may well be, as has been 
said, that there was bad blood be 
tween the parties. That is no 
excuse. Nor is it any excuse -that- 
defendants were provoked into do-. 
ing what they did. No provocation 
can justify the repetition of a de- 
liberate falsehood which was 
calculated seriously to injure plai 
tiffs in their business, nor can it 
ate, so far as we are aware, in 

















tigation of damages. We find it 
difficult to resist the convictioa 
that, if we have erred, we have 


erred in defendants’ favour. 
The judgement must, therefore, 
be affirmed.” 


SAVARESSES 
MSANTAL | 


"CAPSULES - 


SICIANS RECOMMEND THEM. 
PHYSICIA! 








Ne a a nce 
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! 
CHINESE SUPREME COURT 





We have received a most interest- 
ing volume entitled “The Chinese 
Supreme Court Decisions” com- 
piled by Yao Tseng, President of 
the Supreme Court, and translated 
into Englisa by Mr. F. T. Cheng, 
us. (Lond.), in which an 
endeavour has been made to bring 
together the rinciples underlying 
many of the decisions of the Court 
and thus obtain a body of case 
law which should be of service not 
cnly to lavyers appearing before 
the Court, but also to the Court 
itself. 

‘As explained by Mr, Yao Tseng 
in a preface, in the days of the 
old régime civil cases were decided 
more by a precess of arbitration 
than by any real judicial process, 
for, with the exception of the laws 
relating u marriage and succes- 
sion, there was very little else to 
go by. In criminal cases decisions 
could be based upon mere analogy 
and instances have been known 











where the judge has been allowed 
to make pinishable an act net 
strictly mae punishable by la 


Since the estabiishment of the Re 
public the Suprema Court has 
endeavoured to fellow the lew as 
it stands and where that has been 
found inconsistent with the spirit 
cf the age remedy, where possible, 
as been eftected | through inte’ 
pretation anc even by the establish- 
ment of new precedents. 
A Mass or Casa Law. 

All this has consequently meant 
the creation of a very considerable 
amount of case law which for the 
sake of uniformity in the adminis- 
tration of justice it was necessary 
to bring ‘together in some con- 
venient form for reference. Mr. 
Yao Tseng’s volume takes the form 
of a lengthy recapitulation of 
principles as enunciated in the 
decision of many cases which have 
come before his Court, and really 
amounts to the setting out of what 
in English jaw texts are the head- 
notes to cases. It is to be regret- 
ted that the learned author has not 
seen his way to set out the cases 
themselves in short for while the 
rrinciples themselves are of — im- 
mense importance, more than a 
little guidance might be obtained 
by pleaders in being able to find 
the et circumstances in which 
the principles laid down have been 
applied, or as apparently has been 
the case sometimes, cretted as 
precedents for the future. Thi: 
seems to be met to a certain extent 
by references to the cases by which 
the principles were established, but 
for convenience a short statement 
ef each case would have been of 
great assistance, , 

At the same time, however. it 
that the book 
rable one. As 
e law as it 
stands its worth is grest and it. is 
1o be hoped that Mr. Yao, despite 
the immense amount of work | that 
he has to do in connexion with his 
Court, the business of which is 
rapidly growing, will find time to 
extend the scone of the work he 
hhas just published. In doing so 
he will confer a sreat benefit upon 
the Chinese legal profession and 
the country at large. 
























FRENCH CONSULAR 
COURT 


Interesting Insurance Case 

The French Consular Court, com-/ 
posed of Messrs. Toussaint, pre- 
sident, Lion and Jasson assessors, 
have recently given a decision of 
interest _to insurance companies. 

Two French firms chartered a 
boat in October, 1918, from a Japan- 
ese steamship company who offered 
to effect the necessary insurance, 
and on the day of the departure 
of the boat delivered them a certi- 
ficate holding them insured with a 
certain insurance company. | 

A few days after the departure | 
of the craft and its cargo, the same 
Japanese company issued a tem- 
porary document called “cover 
note” in which they certified to! 
guarantee the risk. Notwithstand- 
ing their numerous endeavours to 
obtain the regular policies, the! 
latter were only issued after the 
arrival of the boat at destination. 

The charterers _ subsequently | 
claimed that their goods had travel- | 
led without being covered by the 
insurance and refused 
premia whereupon 
brought. 

Betore the Court, Mes. du Pac de 
Marsoulies and Premet who ap- 
peared for the defendants, argued 
that the insurance had never been} 
effected as the only documents prov. 
ing the existence of the insurance 
contract were the policies and that} 
they were dated after the arrival 
of the boat- 

Furthermore they explained that 
the Japanese navigation company 
had made a false declaration in 
certifying the goods insured to an 
insurance company and proved that 
the Japanese company _ started 
arrangements with the insurers only 
after the issue of the insurance certi. 
ficates. With regard to the 





action was; 


to pay the}! 
j the police. 


this document had no legal value,. 
being only a memorandum, 

The plaintiff company, repre- 
sented by Me. d’Auxion de Ruffé 
answered that actually the poli- 
cies had been issued late but that 
the insurance contract had been 
effectively constituted at the de- 
parture of the boat, that the navi- 
gation company had contracted a 
personal engagement towards the 
charterers on behalf of the insur- 
ance company. This engagement 
called by the French Law “porte- 
fort” was sufficient to the conclu- 
sion of the insurance contract, event 
if the policies were issued after the 
arrival of the boat- 

The French Court decided that 
the promise of “portefort” was 
available and ordered the charter- 


Jers to make payment of the premia, 


but as the navigation company did 
not prove,that the whole amount of 
the risk was covered, tho Court 
gave the charterers a proportional 
exemption. 








Two hawkers on Thursday 
last were fined 850 for selling 
decent literature, described as. 
the worst of its kind which 
us come into the hands of 
For the defence it was 
pleaded that the books were transla- 
tions of the work of a writer famous 
in the Ching Dynasty, and that the 
matter was questionable not liter- 
ally but by implication. 











AMOonG six men arrested in Tsepoo 
Road, on suspicion of being about 
to raid the house of a dentist there, 
was a youth who had six months ago 
been turned out from the house. 
He was the adopted son of the 
dentist, who cast him adrift in 
consequence of his dissolute habits. 
Accordingly, he arranged with a 
gang of men in the French 
Concession to raid the house. 
They carried lengths of rope 
for the purpose of tieing up 








“cover note” delivered by the i 
surance Company they claimed that} 





tke inmates whilst ransacking the 
place. 
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FROM THE FOUR WINDS 











SIR E. CARSON ON AN 
IRISH REPUBLIC 


In a letter addressed to the editor 
of the “Morning Post,” Sir Ed- 
ward Carson says:—In his speech 
at Paisley on Monday, Mr. Askuith | 
gave an @ccurate descriptign of the! 
Tesult to Ireland of setting up an 
Irish Republic. He said: 
What did an Irish Republic mean in 
fact? It would mean the severance of 
Ireland, not only from the United | 
Kingdom, but a voluntary se!f-exclusion 
from the’ whole British Empire. Ireland | 
would become a little isolated unit, de- | 
Hberately cut off by her own act from | 
Fartnership in common Imperial 
adventure. She would be belit Ning. her- 
self, going down the steps of the ladder, 
al place in the greatest 
partnership in the wor'd, and — taking 
her place amongst the’ smallest and 
least -considered “of all political units. 
What possible intercat had Treland "in 
cutting herself adrift from the greatest 
inherit 
n 











e 





tance to be found among the 
3 of the world? It was a danger 
‘as quite prepared to hazard... . . 

In the same speech Mr. Asquith 
said:— 

Ulster was the great source of Trish 
prosperity and wealth and anything 
which tended to drive away either 
capital or labour from Ulster or to 
kamper or penalize the exercise of that 
magnificent system which ths Ulster 
people had built up by their own energy 
and skill would bo more fatal to 
rest of Ireland than it would be to 
Ulster hereself. 

Mr. Asquith seems entirely ob- 
“vious of the fact that ths majority 
of the Irish elected representati 
have already proclaimed a Republic 
in Ireland, that their o:ganizations 
tte enforcing it by going to war 
with England, as they describe 
their campaign of murder and as- 
sassination. “That they are carrying 
on an anti-British propaganda in 
America amongst those who are in 
sympathy with the Irish Republic, 
and that upon any occasion thst 
offers they are using the powers 
vonterred upon them by the Irish 
Local Government Acts, with a view 
to serving the interests of such a 
Ntepublic. Is he aware that Mr. De 
Valera has been honoured by cer- 
tain sections in America as “the 
President of the Irish Republic,” 
end that “the President” has 
already enunciated his policy to- 
wards Unionists who will not obey 
him? 

Here are a few examples of his 
“guarantees.” 

“If Unionists do not come in on 
our side they will have to go 
under.” (July 5, 1917). 

“Ulster must be coerced if she 
stands in the way.” (July 28, 1917). 

“Te you (Ulster) continue to be 
Britain’s garrison we will have to 
dc. with you what we wish to do 
with the power of which you are a 
gerrison—and that is kick you 
out.” (September 2, 1917). 

“He recognized the Unionists as 
a rock on the road. They must if 


























| necessary blast 


j “hazard the danger” of 


| World 1” 


it out of their 
path.” (January 27, 1918). 
Mr. Asquith may be willing to 
sn_ Trish 
Republic under which he will not 
have to live, but does he seriously 
think that the Ulster he describes 
is likely to hazard “that magnifi- 
cent system which the Ulster peo- 
ple had built. up by their own 
cnergy and skill,” and sccept the | 
position of “‘abdicating her place in 


Re geenient “partachiy “ir ht 


NO HAPSBURG FOR- 
HUNGARY 


The publicati:.n of the resolution 
passed by the Ambassador's Council 
i in Paris that the restoration of the 
Hapsburg family to the throne of 
Hungary would be contrary to the 
| principles of the Peace Treaty and 
jwould be neither recognized nor 
| permitted by the Allies is @ broad 
bunt to the Hungarian National 
Assembly, the vast majority of the 
members of which demand the re- 
establishment of a Kingdom. 

Now they know that the Monarchy 
may be restored, but that 2 Maps- 
burg prince will not be allowed to 
ascend the throne. Before the an- 
vouncement of the above resolution 
the Budarest representatives of 
the Entente had already informed 
the Hungarion Government and 
political leaders that no Hapsburg 
would be recognized as King, n 
be welcome 2s a temporary Regent, 
whether called Governor or Pal 
tinus, Indeed, the candidature of 
the Archduke Joseph for this post 
has been receding into the back- 
giound during the last few days. 
Although Count Apponyi is almost 
indispensable as the head of the 
Hungarian Peace Delegation, his 








have doubtless now improved. His 
rival will probably be the com- 
mander-in-chief of the National 
Army, Admiral Horthy. 

At a meeting at Steinamaager, | 
a resolution was adopted that a 
petition be addressed to the Na- 
tional Assembly urging that body 
to elect Horthy as Governor pend- 
ing the election of a King. In 
present circumstances the tem-| 
borary head of the State when 
chosen will probably have to remain 
in office much longer than would 
have been the case if a Hapsburg 
had been a candidate for the throne. i 








A Reuter telegram, dated London, 
March 30, says:—The ‘London 


ing appointments to the British 
Empire Order for services in the 
war, includes in the list of officers | 
of the Order the Rev. G. Findlay | 
Andrew for valuable services in 
China and the Rev. John Darroch 
for valuable services as editor of 
Chinese publications. 








chances of being elected Governor | 


| “Der Tag” 


Gazette,” published to-day, contain-| 


WHERE GERMANS ARE 
WELCOME 





The attention of the public is 
drawn in “Ver Tuy" to the develop- 
rent that Venezuela has undergone 
during the past few years and to 
the possibility, of establishing re- 
lations with that country, which 
have every prospect of being ex- 
ceedingly profitable for the German. 
News that has reached Germany 
since the conclusion of the war 
gives a most satisfactory account of 
| the present conditions in Venezuela, 
says “Der Tag.” 

There is better order in its fin- 
ances. Coined money is in circula- 
tion, The State enjoys credit in 
North as well as in South America. 
Schools are being built. The rail- 
way system is being extended, and 
= healthier state of affairs is being 
produced in private and political 
life. Business also is being con- 
ducted on more modern and reliable 
methods, and added to all this is 
the astounding fertility of the soil, 
for the profitable cultivation of 
which little capital is required. 

“Der Tay? points out what-an 
excellent opportunity Venezuela 
| offers to young Germans who are 
eager to work, all the more 80, as 
the country is one of the few 
Germans are welcomed. Owing 5 
the political position of the country 
and its traditional opposition to the 
United States and to England it 
manifested a constantly increasing 
sympathy for the Centrul Powers 
before the war, “Ver Tag” ob- 
serves, and this feeling, it states, 
has not changed during the war, 





| so that the first German travellers 


arriving in Venezuela after the con- 
clusion of hostilities were accorded 
a most hearty welcome. 


{ 


Japax’s Enpeavours. 


During the war, the paper con- 
tinues the United’ States, England, 
and Japan (though Japan by no 
means occupies the last place), 
have endeavoured to supplant Ger- 
man industry in Venezuela as in 
other South American States, and 
| although this competition was very 
successiul the success has only been 
temporary. The Japanese endea- 
| voured to gain an xtra point, 

affirms, by selling to 
the Venezuelans goods manufac- 
tured in Japan but stamped with 
the mark of well-known German 
firms. This trick was seen through, 
however, though the goods were 
bought until real German products 
were cbtainable. : 








A Reuter telegram states that the 
threatened Easter tram and ‘bus 
strike has been averted. Workers 
over 18 are to receive a 5/- a week 
increase at present and a further 
increment after June 1, juniors 
receiving half of these amounts. 
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SCRAPPING A £3,500 FILM 





An Amusing Law Suit 


A cinematograph adaptation of 
‘Tom Gallon’s novel, “ The Lackey 
and the Lady,” and an announce- 
ment made regarding it at a 
“trade”? show on March 6 last 
year, were the subjects of an actict: 
for damages for slander brought 
by Mr. Thomas Bentley, film pro- 
ducer, against Mr. Boam, film 
renter, before the Lord Chic! 
Justice and a special jury in the 
King’s Bench Division. Mr. Boam, 
managing director of the Phillips 
Film Company (Ld), did not 
admit that he spoke the words 
but added that if he did he spoke 
them on a privileged occasion. In 
another plea he said the werds 
were true. 

“Ruiy to Mr. Bentury.” 

Mr. Douglas Hogg, K.c., who ap- 
peared for the plaintiff, said that 
after being delayed by a snowstorm 
early last year the film called “ The 
Lackey and the Lady” was ready 











for production, On March 6 
trade show was to be 
given. The band began to 


play and the people assembled. 
When the time came for the film 
to be exhibited Mr. Boam mount- 
ed the platform and announced that 
“The Lackey and the Lady ”” would 
not be shown, and that another film 





would be given in its place. The 
sole reason, he si for the 
statement that “The Lackey and 


the Lady” would not be shown 
was that it was nob consider- 
ed good enough to place be- 
fore the audience. In making that 
statement, he added that no re- 
flexion was thrown on the British 
Actors’ Film Company (with which 
Mr, Bentley was connected). He 
further said that they had agreed 
to scrap it, although between £3,000 
and £4,000 had been spent on the 
production. 

‘This statement meant ruin to Mr. 
Bentley, who was on the point of 
entering into an agreement with the 
London Film Company. That was 
broken off the next day, and from 
that day to November last he was 
not able to produce a single play. 
For the time being, Mr. Boam’s 
announcement iilled Mr. Bentley’s 
reputation. 

The plaintiff gave evidence, and 
was cross-examined by Mr. Patrick 
Hastings, x.c. 

Do you think that Mr. Boam and 
his colleagues ever had a conspiracy 
to do you an injury?—I don’t like 
that word. 

Do yout—I think Mr. Boam dis- 
liked me very much, and that the 
others were entirely led by him. 

Tue Mittionarre’s Suret. 

‘Mr. Hastings, alluding to a photo. 
graph of one of the scenes in the 
film, said that nowadays the public 
did not expect a millionaire to hang 
his shirt over the end of the bed. 


(Laughter.) 
Plaintiff—I put the shirt over the 
end of the bed myself. This man is 


one of the masses, and the shirt 
was put there purposely as a char- 
acter touch. 
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I thought it 
(Laughter.) 
Now we come to the daughter's 
room. When Enid gets out of the 
bed and trips to the window to see 
what is going on, is it not apparent 
that she has not washed her feet? 
(Laughter.)—That is impossible! I 
examine every artist most closely. 
Laughter.) 

You didn’t really go and ask the 
leading lady if she had washed her 
fect?—No, but I see that her feet 
are properly made up. 

Miss Nellie Tom Galion, sister and 
sole executrix of the late Tom 
Gallon, said that she had been 
publicity manager and buyer of 
stories for the London Film Com- 
pany (Ld.). She described the 
film “The Lackey and the Lady” 
as a good, wholesome domestic 
drama, 


Mr. Hastings—Oh! 
was to hide the bed. 





Dogcep sy “Tue Berrer ’Oe.” 


Mr. G. W. Pearson, film pro- 
ducer, who gave evidence regarding 
the qualities of Mr. Bentley's work, 
was asked in cross-examination by 
Mr. Hastings: Did you ever hear 
of a film called “ The Better ’Ole ”? 
—Yes, unfortunately. 

Why unfortunately ?—Because it 
has followed me about. (Laughter.) 

Do you mean it has dogged your 
footsteps !—Yes. (Laughter) 

Was it as good a film as “The 
Lackey and the Lady” ?—I think it 


was. 

Was “ The Better 'Ole” sold for 
£20,000?—I am not at liberty to say. 

Don’t be afraid. Was it some- 
where in the neighbourhood of that 
sum?—It had some relationship to 
4 large figure. (Laughter) 

Mr, Ingholme, writer of scenarios 
for film plays, ‘was asked by Mr. 
Hastings: Have you seen the photo- 
graph from the film of the old 
gentleman with the poker and the 
undershirt Yes. 

What does the shirt on the end 
of the bed convey to yout—I con- 
sider it as showing that he has 
risen to such a state of affluence 
that he considered a shirt necessary. 
(Loud laughter.). Tt left no doubt 
in anybody’s mind that he had got 
one. 

His Lordship—You have seen the 
picture of the millionaire in his 
room. Does it give a fair repro- 
duction of the character as it would 
be understood from the book?—It 
is rather on the lines ofthe cartoon. 
Sometimes you have to cartoon 
characters, as the public is still a 
little dense in following a plot. 

His Lordship—We are getting on. 
We are doing our best. (Laughter.) 

Buow ox tue Hew. 

Mr. Travers, scenario manager at 
Bushey, who was one of the actors 
in “The Lackey and the Lady,” 
asked by Mr, Hastings whether he 
thought the incident in the film in 
which he was struck on the head 
with a club was properly done, re- 
plied with emphasis: “Jt was jolly 
well done, I think. (Laughéer.) 
With any other man, unless he knew 
his business, I should not put my 
nap—,-I mean my head, in the way 
of his stick.” (Laughter.) “I re- 








member,” added witness, “ that the 
camera man taking the film yelled 
out at the time, ‘He’s hit him, 





A BIG NEW DOCK FOR 
VANCOUVER 


An important step toward _mak- 
ing Vancouver one of North 
America’s principal outlets to the 
Grient took place on February 21 
when the Canadian Cabinet award- 
ed the contract for the erection of 
a modern graving dock at Van- 
couver to J. Coughlan Sons, Ld. 
The order-in-council was signed the 
same day by the Governor-General, 
the Duke of Devonshire. The con- 
tract came within the scope of the 
Drydock Subsidy Act. 

The subsidy on docks of the 
second class, as will be the one 
constructed in the present instance, 
is 4} per cent. on a maximum of 
$2,250,000 for a period of 35 years, 
or $112,500 annually. 

The dry dock will be large enough 
to care for the largest vessel now 
plying the Pacific. It will be 110 
It. wide by 750 ft. long, of sufficient 
size to accommodate any ship cap- 
able of passing through the Panama 
Canal. It will cost $3,750,000. 
Work has already commenced and 
with the employment of 500 men, 
the number being gyadually increas- 
ed to 1,500, the construction of 
this great undertaking is expected 
to prove a boon to those out of 
employment. 

The dry dock will be modern in 
every respect. It will fill a much 
needed want and will place Van- 
couver in a position to-compete as 
a shipping port with Seattle, Port- 
land, and San Francisco. It is 
anticipated that the Japanese 
steamship companies will find this 
an additional inducement to make 
Vancouver one of their regular 
points of call, 

Besides a drydock a marine rail- 
way and machine shops will be 
erected. The marine railway which 
will be completed in a year will 
take vessels weighing 3,500 tons. 
The graving dock will not be finish- 
ed for another two years. 

‘The following are the dock’s 
dimensions. Length from caisson 
top to headwall, 725 ft.: length 
from back of sill to headwall, 700 
ft.; clear width of entrance at 
bottom, 110 ft.; depth over sill at 
highwater, 30 ft. 

The minimum ensions for 
docks of the second class as fixed 
by the Drydock Subsidy Act are ; 
length from caisson groove to head, 
650 ft.; clear width at entrance, 
£5 ft. ;; depth of water over sill 
at highwater, 35 ft.; depth of 
water over sill at ordinary low 
water, 25 ft. 

_ The government is also consider- 
ing erecting a first class graving 
dock at Esquimalt, 














Worxixe men’s clubs in Leices- 
tershire and Northamptonshire 


have inaugurated a joint scheme 
for establishing a co-operative 
brewery. 





and the man who had done it 
thought I was ‘ going out.’ ” 

“The hearing was adjourned, to 
give the jury an opportunity of 
seting the picture, 
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LABOUR LEADER’S CALL 
FROM RUSSIA 


Mr. George Lansbury, Labour 
Leader and Editor of the London 
“Daily Herald,” despatched the 
following telegram from Moscow on 
February 9:— 

Arrived here to-day. The churches 
aro all open, and people going in 
and out. The magnificent shrine in 
the Kremlin was being visited as of 
old. All classes ars in the streets. 
‘All suffer hanger, cold and sickness, 
due entirely to civil war, aided by 
foreign gold and arms. 

‘The whole nation needs peace. 
Organized labour in Britain and 
America must secure for the work. 
ers here a chance to reorganize 
their society ‘There is great hope, 
great faith end idealism, but all 
here want to know if the Allies will 
now Jeave Russia free to work out 
er own salvation. Everybody I 
have spoken to would welcome cur 
honest co-operation. The feeling 
is that we all need each other, I 





never mgt people so determined to 
win theik fight for economic free- 
dom, interviewed ‘Tehicherin, 


who wid the Russian co-operative 
societies were willing and anxious 
for trade, and had_ appointed 
Litvinofi their agent. They would 
send delegutes from Hassle to-act 
with him. Russia, he said, must be 
allowed to ditermine what she will 
buy and sell. The co-operative 
societies are part of the Constitu- 
tion; in fact, are distributive 

encies for the Soviet Government. 
Gost aneana Nees every Russian 
citizen is de facto a member of the 
Co-operative Society. 

Bioopiess Front. 

Asked what was the task for the 
immediate future, he said the peo- 
ple of Russia under Trotzky cheer- 
fully allowed themselves to be 
organised, trained and disciplined 
to repel foreign and internal 
enemies. Now they will all be 
organized, trained and disciplined 
for the purjose of production. The 
most scrious work of to-day was to 
recreate Russia from the wreck 
caused by the ceaseless war of five 
years. This means great exertion, 
great sacrifice, much central or- 
ganization and much discipline. 
The other day the call was for every 
man to the front Now the call 
is for every) to come and 
labour—all to the bloodless front. 

Food, clothes, everything depend- 
ed on work. Without food men 
could not work, but even food can- 
not be obtained without transport, 
and this cin only be supplied by 
labour. So a great industrial army, 
including all the able-bodied, was 
being formed. This, however, was 

a passing phase, leading on to the 
diay when men and women, learn- 
ing from the mistakes and sacrifices 
of the past, will freely give the best 
service to the common Weal. 

As to peace with our neighbours, 
there is no obstacle on this side. 
All Russiz: demands from her neigh. 
bours is friendship. Poles, Ukrain- 
ians—in fact all peoples—can have 
peace if they will treat Russia as 
a free nation. 

Lam struck with the calm con- 
fidence with which all officials face 














iin 





the future. It is their faith which 
keeps the masses with them. There 
is suffering, plenty of it, but the 
scenes outside the station where I 
arrived were similar to those seen 
at any terminus in London and the 
provinces before the war. Lots of 
people, boys end men, were waiting 
to transport luggage on sledges and 
droshkys, and to carry you home. 
People are badly dressed, but are 
looking remarkably well consider- 
ing their privations; but the _out- 
standing fet is that the blockade 
and civil war have let loose disease 
and want of every description. Yet 
these millions of human beings de- 
sire only to be allowed to live. 


APPEAL To PREMIER. 

I earnestiy beseech the Govern- 
ment, especially Mr. Lloyd George, 
to go forward in the big English 
manner and give the hand of com- 
radeship to this great people, 
struggling to its feet after years of 
rain and loss. Also I urge Hender- 
son, Smillie, Thomas, Williams, 
Macdonald, and Snowden all to 
unite end, with the authorities, 
bring about the reconciliation of 
both nations. 

‘Atrocity-mongering is played here 
and in Petrograd. 1 am as free and 
safe alone in the streets as in Lon- 
don; indeed, more so. True re- 
ligion is untouched; true marriage 
is as sacred as ever. The churches 
aro being restored at the public 
expense,” There. is ‘nothing’ here 
worse than in other capitals; there 
is much, very much, that is better. 









PREDICTED CHANGE 
IN SEA POWER 


The New York correspondent of 
the “Daily News” writes:—I have 
had conversations with an engineer, 
scientist and inventor, who played 
an important part in the war a: 
chairman of the Engincering Com- 








mittee of the Submarine Defence 
Association, to which all leading 
British and American shipowners 





and insurance underwriters doing 
business in the threatened areas en- 
trusted the duty of analysing and 
developing proposed devices fr 
mininizing the menace. for this 
purpose he had placed at his dis 
posal the funds and opportunities 
that were needed. His conclusions 
about the future of naval warfare 
are thus based upon full officia 





data and complete first-hand iv- 
formation. 

For Great Britain *these con 
clusions are of startling signi- 


ficance, and, if upheld, they chang» 
the entire outlook for our foreign 
policy. 

“The war,” said he; 
on land. At sea, the 
had proved itself _ potentially 
supreme. In the last week of 
hostilities the Germans, who had 
concentrated on tankers, sank nine. 
If Germany had had 1,000 
U-boats in August, 1914, nothing 
could have saved Britain and the 
Allies. 

“As it was, she had only some 
36 U-boats at first, and usually only 
8 or 9 were in use at any one time. 
On the average, each U-boat sunk 





“was won 
submarine 








cost the Allies £20,000,000 at least 
in loss and expenditure, a total of 
4 billion pounds sterling. Yet the 
cost of the U-boat is comparatively ~ 
negligible. 


Tue Fryinc U-soar. 


“Civilization cannot stand such 
casualty. In years to come suv. 
marines will have wider range of 
activity. When small they will be 
also hydroplanes, nearly able to 
fly. When large. their improved 
engines will enable them to remain 
submerged for indefinite periods. 
Whatever headway was made 
against submarines was largely be- 
cause they had to rise to the sur- 
face. If this necessity is reduced, 
the submarine will become to.that 
extent more formidable. 

“In four and a half years of in- 
tensive effort with, at the last, 60) 
destroyers, besides other naval 
units, and 6,000 patrol and search- 
ing vessels, only 205 submarines 
were sunk or captured.” 

No fewer than 2,500 vessels 
were patrolling the Irish Sea 
when the armistice was signed, 
yet they could not guarantee safety. 
The cne hope lay in finding an ap- 
parstus which would, from a speed- 
ing destroyer, discover the  sub- 
marine and locate it within a radius 
of four miles, and follow it up. 

“Tmagine a’ destroyer proceeding 
at full speed, darting this way and 
that in and about a big convoy, 
with its many underwater noises. 
Xo instrument for recording sound 
vas then of value. One had to try 
with ether waves. By associating 
waves of different lengths, a beat 
tone was secured which enabled 
one to locate marching troops or 
passing barges. That instrument 
was nearly perfected just as peace 
came. It revealed ‘whatever in- 
truded into no man’s land. But 
the trouble with it was that on the 
high seas, with a destroyer plunging 
about, one cannot accurately 
analyse the aural impressions, 

Barriesnirs Ossovere. 

“I am bound, therefore, to tell 
you that, as invention now stands, 
the submarine has the best of it.” 

“Building big battleships,” he 
declared, with emphasis, ‘is nov 
sheer waste of money. 

No great army can be maintained 
across the ocean against a fleet of 
submarines. Against —_ attack, 
Australia and New Zealand cai 
make themselves absolutely secure, 
given enough submarines. The 
United States is now a distinct and 
impregnable military unit. 

“Will Britain be able to keep 
open her trade routes?” 

“I am very. doubtful of it. It 
seems to me that, obviously, she 
should build her Channel Tunnel 
without delay and establish, as a 
matter of imperative precaution, 2 
store of at least one year’s food 
supply. Many will, of course, put 
up a big fight for the retention of 
battleships. No crew likes taking 
service on a submarine. But in 
my judgement, the United States 
and Britain should face the facts 
and save their money. The futu-e 
is serious enough without the waste 
of resources on useless varieties of 
armaments.” 
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WONDERS OF WAR 
SURGERY 





Very cruel was the lot of those 
who came out of the war with their 
faces shattered beyond human 
semblance. Heroes they were, and 
deserving from their fellow-citizens 
glances of pride and admiration. 
Yet—such is the weakness of our 
kuman nature—the average man 
could not look at them without an 
instinetive repulsion. Very  com- 
forting it is now to know that sur- 
gical science has come to the 
rescue, and in the great majority 
of cases can restore these men to 
a good appearance. The man with 
nose or mouth or chin blown away 
with shrapnel can have his face 
reconstructed; the airman or the 
infantryman victim of flame-throw- 
ers whose face has_ been burned 
away is a more difficult case. But 
even for him much can be done. 


. Some Marvettous Cases. 


Surgical details are not suitable 
tor publication ‘in a lay paper. 
But a brosd indication may be 
given of tho principles of this work 
of reconstruction. 

A case has had his lips — blown 
away, and his face is a sight of 
torror. On the operating table a 
leng strip of skin and flesh is lift- 
ed from his chest and attached to 
his face. AY its base this strip is 
loft adhering to the chest, and 
keeps its old blood circulation. In 
time it grows healthily on to the 
face and the man goes about, for 
some weeks with a tube of flesh 
running up from his chest to his 
face, When this is growing well on 
the face the connexion with the 
chest is cut away and the flesh that 
has been added to the fsce - is 
shaped into a lip. Perhaps some 
of the jawbone has been blown 
away. Bone is taken from the hp 
or elsewhere and grafted into the 
face to make a new jaw. 

No operation—or rather series of 
operations, for usually several are 
necessary—is exactly the same as 
another, but all follow the general 
principle of taking bone or _ flesh 
fiom where it can be taken without 
injury to the body and transplant- 
ing it, still living, to a new site. 

A man with his chin completely 
blown away has had a large piece 
of flesh taken from his upper thigh 
end transplanted on to his arm. 
‘The next step will be to transplant 
it from the arm to the chin. Then, 
within this bed of flesh, a bone will 
be, grafted, ond he will be a man 
again in face. In the case of a, man 
with his upper hp and his lower 
nose destroyed, it was certain that 
a good deal of ugly scar would 
he left. So the new flesh for the 
lip was taken from the back of the 
scalp. The man’s new lip now has 
a strong moustache, which will hide 
the scar and what is left of the nose 
disfigurement. 

Maxine New Noses. 


New noses are built in various 
ways, one of which is by transfer- 
ting cartilage from a rib to the fore- 
head, and. when it is growing 
healthily there, carrying it down to 
make the nose. One case of complete 














destruction of the nose has now a 
nose which is indistinguishable at 
a distance of five yards, and on 
close inspection shows as a some- 
what fat and slightly scarred 
feature. 

Gueen’s Hospital, Sideup, where 
these wonders are performed wes 
opened in 1917. It has many months’ 
work yet to do, for sometimes 


a facial reconstruction takes 
a year to carry through. It 
is under the joint control 


f the War Office and the Red 
ss, and Coloned Colvin has been 
in command since its opening. 











COMMERCIAL FUTURE 
OF AIRSHIPS 


“Rigid Airships and their De- 
velopment” formed the subject of a 
lecture by Squadron Leader J. E. 
M. Pritchard, R.aF-, at a meet- 
ing of the Royal Aeronautical 
Society, held at the Royal Society 
of Arts, London. 

General (Air Commodore) R- M. 
Maitland, who presided, said he 
regarded the lecturer as the aerial 
Columbus, since he was the first 
airman to land on American soil 
from the air. When an airship, of 
which Squadron Leader Pritchard 
was a member of the crew, was 
about to land on American soil 
there was found to be no landin; 
officer. It was, therefore, necessa 
to supply one from ‘the ship. 
Squadron Leader Pritchard volun- 
teered to act as landing officer, 








and he dropped from the ship 
about 1,000 feet by means 
of a parachute. The Chairman 


added that, watching his descent 
from the ship. he appeared to land 
upside down. (Laughter). The 
landing was a heavy one, for he left 
auite an impression on the soil. 
(Laughter). The Chairman also 
stated that the lecturer had recent- 
ly been awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Cross for his general air- 
ship work in Gallipoli and other 
battle areas. 

Reviewing some of the salient 
achievements of British airships, 
the Lecturer said that they had 
collectively ‘“‘patrolled” and “con- 
yoyed” over 2,000,000 miles dur- 
ing the war. In the 10 months 
of 1918 before the armistice the 
proportion of days on which air- 
ships carried out their flights was 
97 per cent. Since then the pro 
blem of mooring rigid airships to 
a mast had been solved, and it was 
now as easf for a rigid airship to 
fly to, fly away from, and lo to 
a mooring mast as it was for a 
The record of coastal airship No. 9 
surface craft to moor to a buoy. 
emphasized the reliability of the 
individual airships Her life was 
two years and 75 days, her time in 
the air 2,500 hours, giving a flying 
average of threo hours six minutes 
per day for the whole life of the 
ship. 








Dancers oF Fire. 


The lecturer discussed _ along 
broad lines the underlying re- 
quirements and problems and the 
difficulties facing future develop- 
ment, and then had something to 





“VAMPIRE OF THE 
WORLD.” 





The “Deutsche Tageszeitung,” 
organ of the Pan-Germans, has ap- 
pointed a representative in Lon- 
don, and has commenced to pub- 
lish his letters. 

He announces that England is 
busy reorganizing. herself, and 
that everybody is hard at work 
endeavouring to save as much as 
possible for himself out of the 
aos and ruin. He proceeds to 
explain how Mr, Churchill has 
vendered himself ridiculous. Things 
have become so desperate, he says, 
that the universal wirepuller, 
Lord Northcliffe, hardly knows 
what to do next, and in order 
that something may be done has 
put forward Lord Birkenhead to 
form an entirely new party. He 
describes the opposition to Lord 
Birkenhead’s proposal, the attacks 
on it by young members of the 
Conservative Party, and by “ Jin- 
goists of the National Party, such 
as General Page Croft ‘and Sir 
Richard Cooper, who eat roasted 
Hun at breakfast every day.” He 
also quotes Lord Robert Cecil's 
views, 

An article on “The Irish Re- 
public,” published by the same 
paper, after a glowing account of 
the honour done to “The President, 
of the Irish Republic, De Valera,” 
by the City of New Yonk, says:— 
“Great “Britain, _ nevertheless. 
continues to treat the Irish as it 
has always treated them, namely, 
with brutal force. We Germans 
are as well aware of this as are 
the Irish themselves, and can 
therefore understand perfectly well 
why the movement in America for 
the rights of the Irish constantly 
gains ground and strength. The 
growth of this movement proves 
also that the knowledge of what 
Great Britain really is, namely, 
the Vampire of the World, is 
spreading.” 








Exeuy aliens are to be prevented 
from entering India until five 
years after the conclusion of peace. 


say on the question of fire. To the 
uninstructed mind danger of fire in 
airships was generally thought, he 
said, to be duo © the presence of 
hydrogen, and one frequently saw 
in the Press articles dealing with 
the desirability of adopting helium 
at all costs. A far more important | 
question appeared to be completely 
ignored, namely, tho danger of 
fire due to fuel ignition. If the fate 
of an airship carrying from 20 to 
30 tons of briskly burning petrol, 
whether inflated with hydrogen or 
helium, were contemplated, it 
would be readily realized that the 
advantages in the use of helium 
were not so obvious as would at 
first sight appear. During five 
years there had been in all only 
eight cases of a British airship 
being destroyed by fire, five of 
these during flight and three on 
the ground. In the great majority 
of cases the fires were attributable 
to causes other than hydrogen. 
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VOYAGE TO THE MOON 
IN SIXTY HOURS 





From all quarters come dark 
hints that the world is on the brink 
of new discoveries that will re- 
volutionize it. At present the air 
is charged with mysterious pos- 
sibilities, and “authorities” vie 
with one another in their pro- 
phecies of startling changes. 

In a refnarkable article in the 
“Nineteenth Century” Mr. Harold 
F. Wyatt discusses the boundless 
possi ies that will be created 
when the human race has discover- 
ed the secret of atomic energy and 
harnessed it to its own uses. 








Huma Race TRaNsFoRMeD. 
“At any moment in some quiet 
laboratory,” he remarks, ‘may be 
revealed a se.ret of Nature which 
will transform all the conditions of 
man’s being, and so visibly divide 
past from future that later genera- 
tions may say, ‘At. this point 
human history Was _ bisected, ant 
our day began.” Mr. Wyatt com- 
ments that while this prodigio 
potentiality is known to exist in 
matter, no effort to form some 
general conception of the results 
expected appears to have yet been 
made. 





Yet these results “beggar im 
agination and transcend ex. 
perience.” Coalfields and oil 


wells will become superfiuities, and 
all conditions of transport will be 
revolutionized. “A motive power-— 
enormous, illimitable and costing 
nothing save for such apparatus a® 
may be required—will be placed at 
the service of an astonished 
world.” 

Presumably the chosen mode of 
movement will be through the air 
and “there speeds will naturally be 
reached exceeding any present 
thought of possibility, and the 
practical limitation will be marked 
only by the point at which swiftness 
of movement causes combusticn 

. . Yet even in this respet 
finality may be thrust far off, for 
with boundless enctgy at command 
‘otecting envelope of _invisibie 
» may be interposed, as in the 
crs, between the surrounding 
nin and the vehicles racing through 





















Mr. Wyatt adds: “Those 
vehicles we must conceive, not as, 
acroplanes, which will be 


obsolete as packhorses, but as eai- 
riages built for the conveyance of 
passengers or of goods in whatever 
shape expediency or lasury dicta- 
tos. h little reference ts 
econcmy of size or weight.” Ships 
huge as the Imperator, carriages 
the humblest " motor-car, 
will alike be able to inhabit the 
thronged spaces of the air. 


Oxe Mite a Secoxp. 

‘This raises the question: “Will 
man ever be able himself to 
navigate, while still wearing the 
vesture of the flesh, the gulfs in 
tervening between the units of th2 
solar syetem?” The reply is: 
“When atomic energy is at last 
made usable there would seem no 
valid reason to reject the thought.” 




















a ctnnnrenainsateaeinnamnecennssesistensaiaaet 








“Taking the moon’s distance as 
averaging, roughly, 210,000 miles. 
the passage thither at a speed, say, 
of one mile a second—and we can- 
not imagine that, under such con- 
ditions, it could be less—woula not 
be more than 60 hours. Again 
taking, roughly, the distance of 
Mars from us as averaging 30,000,- 
000 miies, the time needed to cross 
that distance at the speed named 
would be a little under one year— 
about as long as the period consum- 
ed by Clive in his first voyage to 
India.” 

Even the awful gulf that yawns 
between the earth and the nearest, 
fixed star “might be traversed by 
wireless telephony or telegraphy 
were there on its other side some 
intelligence awake to receive it.”” 








THE WORLD'S CRAZE 
FOR JEWELLERY 





The keenest observers of the in- 
ternational situation have been 
struck by the fact that the pur- 
chasers of gold, silver and pre- 
cious stones have been far more 
numerous than they were before 
the war. me “Dai News”? has 
drawn attention to the inordinate 
amount of luxury spending that 

was a marked feature of the Lon- 
don Christmas shopping season. 

Now, Mr. Sisley Huddleston, 
writing from the continental stand- 
point in “The Venture,” states :— 

Tens of thousands of pounds 

weight of precious metals have 
been made-up into jewellery in 
most of the western countries. 
in spite of the prico having 
doubted for the gold, quadrupled 
for the silver and quintupled for 
the platinum. The craze for 
pearls and diamonds and rubies 
may be in part explained by the 
desire to have portable riches 
which cannot fly to ‘the four 
winds like paper money. This 
may account for the insane 
speculations pt Amsterdam. but 
at Paris and London and at 
New York the mere mania for 
expensive decoration and for 
visible and flaunting wealth is 
undoubtedly the chief motive for 
the purchase of trinkets which 
has increased prices tenfold. 

During 1919 the amount of gold. 
silver, and platinum used in plate 
and ornaments was double that of 
1913. At the Goldsmiths’ Com- 
pany the “Daily News” was in- 
formed that this proportion was, 
roughly, being maintained. 














Gold has disappeared from the 
currency: Silver is at such a 
high prico that nickel is being seri- 








ously considered as a substitute for 
coinage purposes. Yet, at the same 
time, in the business announcements 
of the leading goldsmiths and silver- 
smiths may be found references 
to all kinds of elaborate articles 
made from these two precious 
metals. One company has an ex- 
pert staff which specializes in the 
production of silver models of 
guns, etc., for military and other 
presentation purposes alone. 

It is being urged in many quar- 
ters that the Treasury should invite 





THE MUSIC OF WORDS 





The “Daily News” has publish- 
ed several notable passages of prose 
music, 
of sound 
tion 


For sheer beauty, whether 
rhythm, not to men- 
its vividness ‘of metaphor, 
leth’s description of physical 
y (Ecclesiastes, xii., 1-7; ©. 

Or ever the silver cord be loosed, 
or the golden bowl be broken. . . .”)* 
would be difficult to surpass. But 
what imitative wizardry De Quincey 
wields :— 

‘Then was completed the passion 
of the mighty fugue. The golden 
tubes of the organ, which as yet 
had but muttered at intervals— 
gleaming amongst clouds and 
surges of incense—threw up as 
from fountains — unfathomable, 
columns of heart-shattering music 

trumpet and echo—fare. 
well love, and farewell anguish— 
rang through the dreadful sanctus. 
In these last words the continued 
clang rends the tumult as one re- 
sounding note of agony. 


Verse Metopy. 


Like Macaulay, and unlike Scott 
and Shakespeare, Terinyson knew 
well “the art to blot”; and the 
“deop-chested music” of his ‘ hol- 
low oes and aes” bespeaks the hours 
he would spend over one word. 
Compare the lilt of 

TV'm to be Queen 0’ the May, 

mother, 
the chill ruggedness of the hill, 

Searr’d with a hundred wintry 
‘atercourses, 
heary deliberation of Ulysses as 
ntemplates life’s eventide : 
he long day wanes: the slow 
oon climbs :'the deep 
Moans round with many voices, 
fesides their pervasive m’s, such 
lines run the gamut of all or nearly 
all the vowels, and in this respect 
are like a classic example from 
Shakespeare's sonnets, recalling 

Three April perfumes in three hot 

Junes burn’d. 

Here, after the buoyancy of spring. 
comes a succession of accented mo- 
nosyllables as of lengthening exotic 
summer days, with their throbbing 
heat slowly burning its odours; 
while as a brook rippling from stone 
to stone are its flowing r’s. In more 

amlike tissue are sound and 
uught inwrought in Shelley's 

Swiftly walk over the western 

wave, 

Spirit of Night! 
with its questioning pauses or linger- 
ing twilight interspersing the asson- 
. of i, and the alliteration of s 
and w. 







































Mr. speaking at a 


said that there 


Asquith, 
mecting in Paisley, 
should be an opening of all call- 


ings, professions, business, and 
trades, including civil service, to 
women upon the same terms as 
men: 








the public to hand over their gold 
trinkets and plate in return for 
bonds, in order to relieve the pre- 
sent acute shortage. Mr. Asquith 
has given his approval to the sug- 
gestion, and it is understood that 
the Treasury are considering it. 
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INDUSTRIAL PEACE AND 
HOW TO GET IT 





The need for mutual trust be- 
tween Capital and Labour was the 
keynote of a speech by Mr. J. H. 
Thomas, w.r., as the guest of the 
American Luncheon Club at the 
Savoy Hotel, at which Mr. J. B. 
MacAfee presided. 

Mr. Thomas, who was cordially 
received, said, in the course of his 
“speech, he deprecated anything 
which ‘might cause strife between 
England and America, “ whose in- 
terests were so interwoven and 
interdependent that we must 
always remain the best and closest 
of friends.” (Cheers). It was no 
use burking the fact that they 
were faced to-day with a real re- 
volution in thought, action, ideas, 
and outlook. The result of the 
world war had been to take 
permanently out of — industry 
50,000,000 producers. 





Wuar Gerwaxy Must Do, 


Everyone agreed that Germany 
and the Central Powers should be 
made to pay for the war as far 
as humanly possible, but they must 
bear in mind that unless credit 
was re-established, and those 
people were given the opportunity 
to work, there would be no chance 
of their making reparation. No 
one class could claim a monopoly 
of patriotism; all sections had 
made sacrifices and been prepared 
to lay down their lives for their 
country. There was a common 
obligation that justice should be 
done to all sections of the people. 
The working man in Britain to-day 
was détermined to have a better 
time. He was beginning to recog- 
nize his power politically and in- 
dustrially. Power was a good thing 
provided it was wisely used, and 
it must always carry with it re- 
sponsibility. (Hear, hear). Both 
Capital and Labour had its duties 
and responsiibilities. Labour had 
made mistakes and employers had 
made mistakes, - Instead of blaming 
each other, it a wag far better to 
recognize that they had gct to be 
partners in industry. 


Mourvat Misrrvst. 


“Tf I sit down,” continued Mr. 
Thomas amid laughter, “ with 
either Thornton or Stanley (both 
of whom were present) and I have 
got it at the back of my head 
that they are out to do me, 
nothing they can say or offer 
would matter, because I should 
mistrust them.” That was the fat: 
difficulty of to-day. Labour unfor- 
tunately did mistrust Capital be- 
cause of the differences of the past. 
Capital equally distrusted Labour. 

He went to Stanley not very 
many days ago on behalf of the 
men, and told him that they want- 
ed certain things. Stanley said, 
“Thomas, I am not going to 
argue with you. I think your case 
is proved. If you, will tell me 
where I can get it, you can have 
»” (Laughter and cheers). The 
result was they put their heads 
together to see where it was com- 
ing from, 














REBUILDING AUSTRIA 





Great Trading Trust 


Among the Austrian commercial 
zen in London seeking in various 
ways to re-establish the economic 
life of what was the Austrian 
Empire, one of the most prominent 








(writes a “Manchester Guardian” 
representative) is Mr. Julius 
Meinl, of Vienna. He is himself 





the head of the great provision 
manufacturing, exporting, and im- 
porting house which bears his name, 
and which has its branches not only 
in Vienna, but in all the countries, 
now independent, which formed the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, 

The scheme, it is to found a com- 
bine, or trading trust, mainlyBritish, 
of bankers, merchants. and u 
facturers, ‘to buy, sell, and even 
manufacture in Austria and the 
former Austrian States, or, as Mr. 
Meinl calls them, the Succession 
States. This combine would be a 
co-operative but essentially 2 pri- 
vate enterprise, not a Government 
affair. Austrian partners would 
not be necessary. except some banks 
in Vienna and the other capitals of 
the Succession States. The difficul- 
ties of the Succession States in 
restarting commerce apd industry, 
or making a living atvall, are two- 
fold. ‘First, they have neither 
money nor credit to raw materials 
on which to start work, and, 
secondly, they are now cut off from 
each other by Customs barriers and 
restrictions of various kinds, where 
formerly they had free trade and 
free traffic within the Empire. 

The proposed combine could over- 
come both these difficulties. It 
could purchase raw materials in the 
world market and could supply the 
manufacturers abroad with them, 
and in due time can purchase and 
export. the manufactured article. 

T asked Mr. Meinl why manfac- 
turers especially should be interest- 
ed in a concern which primarily 
would be supplying raw materials, 
and he explained that manufac. 
turers would have their own special 
interest. In the first place, there 
are many manufacturers in Eng- 
land who are so full up with orders 
that they do not know what to do 
with them, whereas the Succession 
States have now cheap labour and 
very good labour to dispose of. It 
would be a good thing if some of 
these manufacturers got some of 
their surplus orders carried out 
over there. Such a company would 
have no difficulty with the varying 
rates of exchange. It would operate 
outside the exchanges, or, rather, 
would be its own exchange. Its 
own buying and selling, exporting 
and importing transactions would 
balance each other. 

‘The project has received great 
encouragement in the City from 
accepting houses and other large 
firms and from financial and econo- 
mic authorities. No small part of 
its commercial importance is that 
this group of independent States. 
formerly united in the Austrian 
Empire, holds the key to the com- 
merce of eastern Europe generally: 


























New South Wales coalminers are 
now claiming a 30-hour seek, 





IRISH-AMERICAN ON 
DE VALERA’S CLAPTRAP 


Alderman Quinn of New York, 
himself an Irishman has energetic 
ally protested against the attempt by 
the Sinn Feiners to raise Gold 
$10,000,000 as “The first loan of the 
elected Government of the Republic 
of Ireland” :— 

“Proud of my Irish ancestry and 
the great part Irishmen have play- 
cd in the establishment of our 
country and the proud achieve- 
ments of Trishmen all over the 
world, still at this time I feel it 
somebody’s duty to protest against 
the financial appeal being made by 


the so-called ‘President’? of the 
mythical ‘Trish Republic,’ De 
Valera, 


“This man no doubt is sincere in 
his dream of freedom, and as there 
is nothing dearer to an Irishman’s 
heart than the freedom of the Old 
Sod his appeal no doubt will have 
tremendous effect. 

“No more generous race exists 
than the Irish, and it's a pity to see 
the duly elected representative 
Mayor of this city pandering to a 
proposition to relieve Ireland’s 
descendants in this country of 
$10,000.000. At first this ‘Irish 
Republic’ bond issue was consider- 
ed a joke, but when a cheap, petti- 
fogging demagogue like the Mayor 
we have in City Hall allows himself 
to become a party to a fraudulent 
scheme such as this so-called ‘Irish 
Republic’ bond issue is, it is about 
time to raise a protest against such 
cheap claptrap political panhandling 
for votes, and tell the people the 
truth. 

Pouiricat, Buxco Steenens. 


“A bond issue is a financial lien 
inst tangible property. The 
misty dream of a deluded agitator 
is not and never can be called 
security for a bond issue. If this 
man De Valera is sincere let him 
tell the truth about these subserip- 
tions for Irish freedom. It is not 
a subscription to a bond issue but 
a financial gift to the man who 
thinks he is going to free Ireland 
by travelling around the United 
States, having his expenses paid by 
appealing to the sweetest senti- 
ments of the most generous race 
on earth, aided and abetted by a 
bunch of political bunco steerers who 
have been fooling the Irish and Irish 
descendants in this city for years. 
Put Iam happy to say the Irish 
will_no longer be fooled by their 
kidding methods. 

“Good Americans, including Irish 
and Irish descendants. don’t forget 
that this man De Valera is doing 
almost identically the same thing in 
this country that we are deporting 
the so-called radicals for. Not a 
native of Ireland, I understand, 
3,000 miles away, he is going to 
solve all their problems. How 
ridiculous and still therein lies a 
danger, for with $10,000,000 he may 
do enough harm to embroil_ the 
United States in a war with Great 
Britain. 











Arter a performance a fire broke 
out in the Grand Theatre, Madrid, 
and the whole building was gutted, 


RN 
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SPIRITUALISM AND THE 
SUB-CONSCIOUS BRAIN 





Every Christian believes in a fu- 
ture state, in the immortality of 
tho soul; but if you ask me to be- 
lieve in a spirit continually at the 
beck and call of table rappers and 
automatic writers, such a spiritual- 
ism is wrong. The law of the sub- 
conscious brain is suggestion. 

This is the view of Mr. Sidney 
R. Wilson, the eminent Manchester 
doctor: 

For a long time Dr. Wilson, who 
was formerly in the Physiological 
Department of the Manchester 
University, has devoted attention 
to this problem, and some of his 
conclusions were given in an ad- 
dress to the members of the Chorl- 
ton Literary Society. 

A medium—a “spiritualist me. 
dium’”—was a physiological curios- 
ity, whoso sub-conscious brain was 
bigger than tho normally control- 
ling super-granular lay With 
the exception of this suner-granular 
layer, or conscious brain, all the 
nerve cells acted according to au: 
tomatic or reflex. action. 

Tf the controlling or argumenta- 
tive layer of the brain were sent to 
sleen. the sub-conseiots brain 
wonld. with mathematical accuracy. 








respond to surzestions, and all 
Kinds of abnormal nhenomena 
could be produced to order. 


Nor Loarcat, 

‘The sub-conscious brain was not 
logical. Any message put to it was 
taken as the truth even if it were 
a falschood. It was possible to 
inhibit tho conscious brain and so 
leave open the common path of the 
sub-conseious brain. In this state 
any suggestion made was accurate- 
ly fulfilled, irrespective of convic- 
tion or argument. 

Dr. Wilson, by means of practical 
illustrations upon members of the 
audience, showed how, when the 
conscious brain was stilled, the 
sub-conscious brain reproduced all 
the different kinds of “spiritualis- 
tic” phenomena. 

Table-turning was a simple mat- 
ter, and upon its being suggested 
to those sitting round the table 
that they could see the spirit of 
the lecturer rising out of the table 
they leaned back with every symp- 
tom of wonder and surprise on 
their faces as the ‘“materialization”’ 
toak place, although there was 
nothing material there. 

Ono of the subjects wrote a sen- 
tenco in Latin, a language with 
which he was totally unacquainted 
The sub-conscious brain of the 
other recalled an incident he had 
entirely forgotten, and transmit- 
ted it to paper. 

‘The externalization of sensibility 
was illustrated, the subject being 
impervious to the effect of a draw- 
ing-pin pushed into his wrist. 








Awericiw bankers and agents in 
London believe that the, American 
rush to Europe the coming summer 
will far exceed anything in _ the 
past. No doubt many of them 
will go in order to take advantage 
of the exchange. 


4 


"LOWER OUTPUT” 





A Practical Result 


“This is the very first practical 
example the country has yet had 
of the disastrous effects of lack 
of production, whereby 300 of the 
best wonkpeople are being driven 
out of employment and a factory 
is compelled to close. The whole 
cause, and absolutely nothing else, 
is lack of production, and it will 
affect other businesses in this 
country.” 

Such was the statement made to 
the “Morning Post” by a prominent 
official of Messrs. John Brinsme:d 
and Sons (Ld.) regarding the clos- 
‘ng down of their piano factory at 
Kentish Town, a week's notice hav- 
ing heen given to the employees 
‘nd the revsons explained to them 
‘on the above lines. 

Tha officia! further stated that 
his rm previously exported 1,000 
pianos annually “to the Colonies, 
hot that was out of the question 
to-day owing to the heavy cost of 
manufacture, and the corresPond- 








ing decrease in production by 
larger numbers employed _ than 
formerly. The cost of polishing a 


piano alone to-day was more than 
the cost of construction of the in- 
strument. 

An official of another » 
firm, emphatically denying that 
thero wes any profiteering in the 
piano trade, said that a piano 
which sold before the war at £40 
should really have been selling at 
£55, and, consequently, the manu 
ireturers were making no profit. 
This was due to the then comreti- 
tive action of Germany. To-day 
the same instrument cost £142 to 
produce. 








A DISCIPLE’S HAND IN 
THE APOCALYPSE 





The Archdeacon of Westminster 
(Dr, Charles) delivered the first of 
his Schweich Lectures on Biblical 
Archeology before the Britisa 
‘Acadomy at’ King’s College, Lon 
don, the subject being the Ap» 





calypse. Dr. Charles said that a 
study of Jewish apocalypses and 
of the Apocalypse itself decided 


that the Apocalypse dealt with 
conerete events, and was not 
symbolical description of the strif« 
of good and evil. .A revival of the 
of the Apocalypse was 
iated by Joachim of Floris about 
1200 a.p., and was followed by a 
revival by the Jesuits of the con- 
temporary-historieal method. Later 
came the adoption hy Grotius and 
the Reformers of the philological 
and the literary-critical methods. 
‘This last method assumed the form 
of the fragmentary hypothesis 
which furnished the element of 
permanent value in the literery- 
critical method. 

Much had been achieved of per, 
manent value, but many problem& 
had been left unsolved. The chief 
of these was connected with 
chapters xx.-xxii. The text of 











KING’S FUND FOR THE 
DISABLED 


Mr, H. Phillips forwards us a 
report from the organizer of The 


King’s Fund fcr the Disabled 
which is now closed, review- 
ing its activities since ifs com- 
mencement. 

“The King’s Fond was created 18 


months ago to assist disabled officers and 
men on their return to civil life,to start 
in business and to provide them 
certain equipment to enable them to ean 
a decent livelihood. Since the end of 
March, 1919, this obliga in respect 
of men who joined His Majesty's Forces 
during the war has been undertaken by 
the Civil Liabilities Committee, ‘The 
Fund has, however, continued to give 
assistance to officers and men who were 
serving on and before August 4, 1914, 
and who were, therefore, ineli for 
grants from the Civil Liabilities Com. 
mittee. Large sums of money have also 
been expended in making grants to 
widows and orphans, and in assisting 
officers and men to tke up appointments 
overseas, whilst, more recently, grants 
have been made to dependents and 
nursea, 

In view of the emergency character of 
the Fund, and the fact that the 
resources at the disposal of the Trustees 
are now nearly exhausted, and cannot 
be replenished withon! fnrther appeals 
to the generosity of the public, it is not 
considered possible to prolong the exist. 
ence of tho Fund, 

Since the public inauenration on July 
31, 1918, close upon £1.250.000 hae been 
received and disbursed without deduc- 
tion on account of —pronagunda or 
administrative expenses. A Report and 
Balance Sheet will be issued on the 
final closing of the Fund. 

As at December 31 last, 34.000 grants 
had been made, and the Council desire 
to take this opportunity of assuring the 
many thousands of contributors at home 
and overseas that the operations of the 
Fund havo been of inestimable value to 
the beneficiaries and to the community 
generally. 


























Sovier Russia’s proposal to the 
United States for peace will re- 
ceive no consideration from the 
American Government, it was said 
recently at the State Department. 





Recextix a packing-case being 
transported by railway was 
broken open and the manuscript 
of ‘the “Roman de Ia Rose” stolen. 
‘The authorities of the Meaux 
Museum, to which it belonged, 
organized a search, but no trace 
was discovered. A few days ago 
the precious manuscript, with 
other rare volumes. was returned by 
a platelayer of the P-L.M. Rail- 
way, who had found in a hedge at 
the bottom of his garden an old 
book which he did not even trouble 
to pick up till one day he heard 
of tho missing manuscript. 


these chapters was incoherent an: 
self-contradictory. Hence the ne- 
eessity for a hypothesis, which, 
while admitting the Johannine 
authorship of these chapters, could 
explain the inherent contradictions. 
This was that John died before he 
had put the materials of these chapt- 
ers in order, and that this was done 
by a disciple who failed wholly to 
understand his master’s thought. 
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ELECTRICITY OUR NEW 
HOUSEMAID 





It is peculiar to housowork, says 
& correspondent in ‘The Times,” 
that most of its operations result 
in making still more work—main- 
tenance réther than preduction is 
its keynote—and half the labour 
entailed in a well-kept home, large 
or small, comes within the category 
of removing dirt, arising for the 
most part from methods of produc- 
ing heat and light which custom 
alone prevents us from regarding as 
intolerable, 

By attacking the chief cause of 
dirt and deterioration «t its source, 
clectricity, providing a flameless 
and smokeless form of light and 
heat, offers the most promising 
prospect for the automatic or ser- 
vantless house, which is every day 
becoming a more urgent need in 
England 

CueaninG anv Coorixe. 

Excluding the mansion or great 

estate where electric power is used 














for lifts, pumping, s:wing wood. 
and si yy purposes, and consider- 
ing only the dweller’ in flats and 


houses, we find that clectrie power 
is in regular use—for operating 
vactum * clerners and sweepers, 
machines for polishing boots, knives 
and silver or brass work, clothes 
and dish washers, sewing machines, 
and in fact for assisting in any and 
all of those tasks which have been 
associsted with “elbow grease,” 
kneeling, and physical effort or 
discomfort. generally. 

The position to-day with regard 
to the general cooking of food by 
clectricity is a simple one—many 
restaurants and buffets have scrap 
ped all the older methods, and now 
cook entirely by means of electrir 
hent, acecunting for a smaller 
consumption of coal than is pos- 
sible by any other means ¢nd 
avciding altogether the heavy 
pense of fuel and ash handling, 
chimney sweeping and cleaning. 
whilst offering to their customers a 
standsrd of cooking excellence and 
a uniformity in results which 
actually saves in raw food used and 
food values amounts greater than 
the cost of electricity used in the 
process. 

For the home the complete electric 
cooking range is now <vailable and 
in extensive use in many districts 
—n comfact appliance, containing 
oven, grill, hot cupboard, and hot 
plates or radiator dise for boiling 
end stewing; it can be placed in 
any convenient position without 
foundation, brick work, or five 
any part or the whole of it can be 
brought into use at any time of the 
day or night without ~ preparation, 
waiting, or any dirty work <fter 
use. 




















Aw Ever Wivexixe Demanp. 


The electric fire or radiator is 
now in very extensive usc; every 
season brings further new’ forms 


adapted to warm the air of a rcom 
or to provide bright and radicnt 
heat as desired—even to appeal 
fo custom and sentiment by 
resembling the old-fashioned coal 
or wood fire or providing an effect 





of flickering and smoke. In the 
eyes of the domestic help the work 
of a house is mezsured by the 
number cf fires in use, and the very 
real comfort of a bedroom fire is 
mors often dispensed with on ac- 
count of the work entailed than of 
cost. 

It has been stated that the cost 
of one indoor servant varies from 
£50 to £80 per snnum, Expendi- 
ture on electrical apparatus, when 
set against such an annual saving 
becomes an investment apart from 
its other values, but even more im- 
portant is the advantage secured 
by the use of electricity in those 
cases where help is hard to obtain 
and work falls more and from upon 
the shoulders of the housewife. The 
difficult conditions of the day are 
likely to be permanent and. their 
solution lies in modernizing the 
house in its desigz, arrangement, 
and equipment. 

A great tide of thought and action 
is setting towards electrification in 











the factory, business. and in the 
home, 2nd to-day in most  dis- 
triets the suppliers of electricity 


have waiting lists of consumers 
totalling to figures which a few 
years ago would have been regarded 
as remarkable for a yeer’s work. 





Wan-time restrictions on alcohol, 
the sale of which is totally pro- 
hibited from Saturday to Monda: 
inclusive and on all public holi 


days, have been re-imposed in 
occupied Germany. 


Portuauese colonies will benefit 
trom the passage of the Govern- 
ment Bill extending the powers of 
Colonial High Commissioners by a. 
considerable degree of decentraliza 
tion in regard to finance and self- 
government. 





Paperewski, the former Polish 
musician, is to retire from the 
concert stage. The great pianist 
wishes to devote tho rest_ of his 
life to composing music. We know 
he has been trying to teach har- 
mony in Poland for some time 
past. 


The Best Remedy Knows for) ~The Most Valuable Remedy 


COUGHS, COLDS, 
ASTHMA, 
BRONCHITIS. 


‘Acts ke a Charm i 
DIARRHEA, DYSENTERY, & CHOLERA. 


Convincing Medical Tectimony with each Bottle. 


Sold fn Bottles by all Chemists. 
prices in Eatans, 1/14, 2/9, 4/6, 



























jestguch a medizine: 
it is composed of 
ingredients which 
quickly attack, over- 
come, ord expel from 
the blood all im- 
purities from what 
ever zause arisin 
and by reridering t 
clean and pure, it 
never fails to eff 
a complete and 
ing cure. Thousands 
of testimonials. Over 
50 years success. 
Pleasant to take. 


If you suffer- from 
any such disease as 
mentioned below, 
don’t waste time and 
money on lotions of 
cintments which eane 
not get below the 
surface of the skin, 
What you want is a 
medicine that will 
thoroughly [ree the 
bloed of the impure 
matter which i the 
true cause ofall your 
sufferings. Clarke's 


Blood Mixture i 




























CURES 


GLENDULAR | 81.090 POISON, 
SWELLINGS: | PILES, 


tczema, 
Sener 8, 


pao isco, | eons, AMEUMATISM, 
Aascesses,| pimaces, | cour, 
uicers, "| sores, 





ot 18 8S 
Zz REFUSE SUBSTITUTES. Lj 


Gives Instant Retiof 
No matter what your res 

ongans may'be roleride one aie, 
ASTHMA, INFLUENZA, 
MASAL CATARRH, @: 
ORDINARY COoUvGH. 

—yoa wil find a thie famous remedy 

aTreatorative power thet ty ‘soapy 


Bnequa led. 
40 reas 


ever discovered. 
Effectuaily cuts short aii attacks 
of SPASMS. ‘Checks and arrests 
‘thoso too often fatal diseases— 
FEVER, CROUP, AGUB. 
‘Tho only Palliative in 
NEURALGIA, GOUT, 
RHEUMATISM, TOOTHACHE, 


Sole Saastactire 
|. T,Davexto Ltd, Leadon, 
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MAIL NOTICES © 


Next Mail In 
Per P. & O. S. Nore 
"er N.Y.K.S. Suwa Maru 
Per M.MS. Armand Behio 
Next Mails Out 
For Marstittrs, Loxpow, 
Per P. & O, S. Khiva 
Per P. & O. 8, Dilwar i 
Per P, & 0. 8. Nore » BB 


For Japan, Canapa, U.S.A & Evrore: 
r RMS. Empress of Asia April 11 


























K.S. Kekura Mar pear 
. Atabia Maru“) 3) 13 
Methven a Re 8 
-K, Katori Maru 2. 3 17 
Per P.M.S. Colombia Eee 8 
PASSENGERS. 
INWARD 


Per str. R. M.S. Empress of J 





April 1. From Vancouver, ete, 
8. Potter, alr, S. T. Williamson, Mr. G. 
B, Pattison, Mr. D. Gunn, Miss _N. 
Tritt, Mr.’ and Mis. H.C, 'Relda, Mr. 
and H. E. Cory, Miss Jane Cory, 
Miss E, N, Bates, Miss N. Villas, Miss 
¥. M. da Cruz, Mr. FG. Nixon, Mr. 
3. Ohta, Mr. PB, Tagie, Mr. and ‘Mrs. 
J. S. Doughis, Mr. and Mrs. E. Nelly, 
Mr. and Mrs, E. P. Westeott, Mr. S. J: 
Moore, Mis) L. Moore, Mr. “J. J. 
Hutchison, Mr. and Mrs,’A.M. Brown, 
Mr. J. Ri Burgett, Mr. J. Carreon, Mr. 























and Mrs, H. B, Lane, Mrs, N. Ritchie, 
Mr. D, Talbot, Miss| E. J. Lindgren, 
Miss J. Armaund, Mr. and Mrs. 





Tinker, My. Takagata, Mr. and “Mrs. 
H. A, Chisholm, Mr. §, J. Arundel, Mr. 
and Mrs, Eicheim, Miss L. A. Hills, 
‘Mrs. 0. 0. Risch, Miss A. P. Hills, Mr. 
P. Martin 








From Hong. 


Per str. Chenan. April 1. 
Mrs, Roche, 


kong—Mr. and Mrs, Care; 
Row. Father Rochette. 
Per str, Monteagle, Apri 
Hongkong, Mr. and Mrs. F 
man, Mr. J. 8. Chipman, Misses M. E. 





2 From 

















Couterse, “M. Dey, Mr. MB. Der- 
widuce, “Mrs. M. Mr, FL E. 
Forgie, Mis. L. Gil Mr, J. G. 
Hanes, Mrs, E. W. Higgins, Mrs. J. 
M2 ‘Messrs. E, H. Rigge and 
W, M. States. 

Per str. Nangsang, April, 3. From 
Hongkong. Messrs. Snow and Genikk- 
son, 

Ber str, Suivang, April. 3. From 
Hongkong. Admiral and Mra. Goodrich, 
Mrs. and. Master Roby, Capt. 





@Oliveyra, Mr. S. K. Harker. From 
Amoy. Mr, R. Deming. 

Per str. Sinkiang, April 4. From 
Hongkong. Messrs. C. Wilcox, J. Scott, 
McCullagh, A. Button, R. Beecham, 
‘M. Ford and W. Falker. 








Per str. Taishun, April 5. From 
Hongkong. Mr. J, Chipperfield. 

Per str, Columbia, April 5. From 
San Francisco. Mr. ‘CE. Bosworth, 


Mis, F. B. Cherington, Messrs, C. 
Davies, A. H. Evans, Mr. and Mrs. 
‘A. Grant, Messrs. E.'H. Grooms, F. 
Hadley, Mr. and Mrs. J. F. “Haw 
Mr, Edw, W. Haugan, Messis, 
Hogenauer, J. 0, Kennedy, Mr. 
Mrs. 'T, H. McConnell, Mise V. MeCon- 
nell, Mr. F. P. Lockwood, Mr. and Mis. 
Robt, Robinson, Me. E, Schaeffle, Mr. 
and Mrs. R. Shelley, Messrs. I. Siqueland 
and J. A. Collins. 

Per str, Shinyo Maru, April 4. From 
San Francisco. Mrs, R. Aldridge, Miss 











Gen. 





H. A. Aldridge, Lord Acheson, 
Sir Al A. Barratt, Messrs. G. Brown, 
W. J. Bary, A. Cabral, W. Cotton, 


Coleman. Mi. and Mrs, Creagh, Mr. H, 
Gousen, Mr, and Mrs, F. F. Carter and 2 






and daughter, |} 


, Chip- |) 





ghildren, Miss. Couevoo, Mi. and 
Mrs. C. Cheney, Mr, and Mrs.” W. Cheney, 
Sir A. Churchman, Messrs, T. F. Cobbs, 
W. S Davis, Mr. and Mrs. D. E. Douty, 
Messrs. J. B. Dunlop, H. E. Easton, 
J. E. Hail, Misses Citham, Hamilton, 
Kemp, Messrs. E. C. Harrison, Jarry, 
Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Kirby and child 
Messrs, Millard, Wm, Mortis, K. 
Mrs. W. E. Olsen, Mr. and’ Mis. G. 
Miss Post, Mz. R. “Penguet, Miss 
isch, Mesirs, R. R. Roxburgh, 
Sylvaney, Mr. and Mrs. E Stehli, Mn 
H. C. Sttiner, Mr. and Mrs. G. T. Tong, 
Me. and Mrs, J. R. Teague, Mr. Thomy 
son, Me, Taylor, Migs MM ‘Tempest, Me, 
R. E. Ville and Miss Yarnho! 
Per P. & 0.8, Dilwara, 
From Bombay. Nir. K. M.'P. 
Mrs. ES. Levy and child, Rev. 
Mrs. J. L. Gohun and 4 children Mr. 
and) Mrs. €. J. Harris and 3 children, 
Messrs, H. A, Pattman, RM. MacNab, 
L, Mayer, J. A. Smallbones, N.S. Balsara, 
¥. Tarachand, Brennan, Crawford, Miss 



































J. Robin and Mrs. ’ Brennan. ’ From 
Singapore. Mr. K. Wakasuzi. From 
Hongkong. Messrs, F. D. Huntington, 
KL. T. C. Kwok. T. E. James, 


©. 5. Womack, Parke 
and P. Parker- 

Per st April 8. From Hong. 
keng.—Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Book, Messrs, 
F. C, Frishling and E. I. Osgood. 


OUTWARD 


Per str. PaulLecat, April 1.—For 
Hongkong—Mr. Lee Ching, Mr. Baucker, 
Mr, Mautel, Mr. C. G. 8, Mackie. Mr’ 
and Mis. W. Dreymann and 2 children, 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Kliagin and child, Mr. 
and Mi ‘. Kliagin, Mr. K. Chung, 
Miss H. Eva, Mr. 1 
D. D'Oelnitz, Mr. Z. S. 
. llouk, Miss Mae C. 
erald, Mr. A. B, Campbell, Mr. 
T, Basha, Mr. E. Joseph, Me. T. 
H. M. Ko, Mr. HoT. Yang, 

ng, Mr, C. G. Tong, Mr. 





ss, Misses H. 
































Perronnet, For Saigen—Colonei Rumoza, 
Mr. Breen, Mr, Marulle, Mr. P. Binsse, 
Mr. Okulie:,“ Mx. Chlusiewicz, Mr. 

Mrs. Piechowski, 








ere, 
. Hekking, Mr. H. B. 
Cheruyh, Mrs. H. Ray 

B. Catsaris. For’ Colombo—Messrs. C. 
and P. Tvermoes, Mrs. J, Tvermoes, 
Miss K, Nordig, Mr. and Mrs. Crona,and 
child, Rey ‘Schmidt, "Sour M. 
Lebrin, Soeur M. Levaltois,’ Mra, Akst, 
Mr. J. Sadikoff, ‘Mix. T. Sadikoff, “Mrs. 
T.| Glennie, For | Marseilles—Mr. and 
Mrs. H, d2 Heidenstam, Mr. and Mrs. 
. Mr, and Mrs. 
and. 3 children, Mr. and 
Mrs. Boissezon and children. and 
‘Mrs. Fredet, Mr. and Mrs. Saw and 
4 children. Mr. and Mrs. Drevsse and 3 
children, Mr. and Mrs. E. Charlot and 
3 childven, Mfrs. Binet and children, Mr. 
©. Grangjean Mr. and “Mr. J. Schorl. 
mam. Mr. and Mrs, R. Lacordaire and 
3. children, Mr. Codsi, Mlle P. Ling, 
‘Mrs. Le Bris and child, Mr. Letanneur, 
Mr. Imbert, Mr. F. de Latour. Mr. de 
Brauer, Mr. M. Bandez, Mr. E. M. F. 
Roy, Mr. F. E, R. Maugros, Mr. N. 
Ferrier, Mrs M. M. Hutchinson, Mrs. 
Le Ven, Mr. and Mrs. Bouchara, Miss 
M. Bouchara, Mr. L. Bouchara, Mr. and 
Mis. A. Brun, Rev, Pére J, Rutter, Rev. 
Péra J. Verdier, Miss Heucham,” Mr. 
J. Fadat, Ms. and Mrs. C. Fritzche and 
4 children, Mr. L. Breyfus, Mrs. E. 
Lstanneur and 4 children, Miss Portier, 
Mr. J. B. Bertone, Mr. A. Samani, Mr. 
and Mrs. E. Gaia, Mr. and Mrs. 8. 
MeN. Butter, Mr. ‘J. B. Lucas, Mr. Le 
Goff. Mrs. E. Louvet_and children, Mrs. 
1. Paggiali. Mr. P. H. Poussardin, Mr. 
and Mrs. Favereau, Mr, and Mrs, A. 
Aube and children, Mr. idrien, Mr. A. 
Berthelot, Mr. B.’ Villette, Mr. Jego, 
‘Mr. Martin. Mr. L. Beroux. Mr. E. Bar- 
ret, Mr. Racine, Mr. Godefrey, Mr. 


























































, | Kong. —Messrs, 





Favre, Mr. Maygor, Mr. L. Meunier, 


Mr. Pavlovetz, Mr. Davidek, Mr. 
Chimounek. 
Per R.M.S. Empress of Japan, April 





1.—For Vancouver.—Mr. and Mrs, W. 
L. Bidges, Rev. A. J. Blesser, Mise 
E, Bretthenan, Mrs. W. G. Grokam, 
Miss M. Cortett, Mr. and Mrs. J. P. 
Davie and femily, Miss 8, L. Dodson, 
Rev. J. B. Egeston and family, Mrs. J. 
W. Gordon, Dr. and Mrs,” W. W. 
Hayes, Mr, ‘and Mis. 1. 8, B. Hadley, 
fr, and Mrs. G. Johnston and family, 
Mrs. W. A. Lilly, Misses M. Lambert, 
L. and C. Lambett, Mr. and Mrs, W. 
B. O. Stewart, Mrs, J. F_ Spink, Mr. 
and Mrs. W.’H. ‘Taylor’ and ‘child, 








. |Dr, and Mrs Walker and family, ‘Miss 


4.” L. Wharton, Mrs, F. Wilding, 
Messrs. N. E. Bowles, F.  “Bankhardt,. 
4. Clayton, I. L. Chuan, C. M. Chen, 
J. MB. Gill, D, Goa, C. P. Hu, W: 
R. Little, H. G. Marchant, G. S_ Miner, 
E. M. Sykes, W. H, Stewart, 

Per str." Sunniig, April’ I. 
Hongkong—Major Steveni, Captain 
Princep, For Canton—Mr. G. Mogensen, 
Mx. L. G. Rowe, Mr. F. G. Penfold, 
Mr. RF. Shel, ‘Trooper Sampson. 

Per sir, Monteagle, April 2, 
Vancouver. and Mrs, A. H. 

















Messrs. G. A. Chadwi 
T, Folke, Mra. M, 

|. G. Hornung, . 

Kane and 2 children, 





Mrs. L.” Ky 
‘ld, Mr, ‘and Mr G. T. 


Malcolm, 


AUD. S. and Mrs, 
J, Packham, G. H: 
Perriam, T. R, Pringle, William Spence, 
Reverend H. Rowe, Mr. and Mrs. T. 
Torrance and family, Messrs, ©. Wag- 
staff and E. Willebelove. 

Per str, Kueichow, April 2.—For 
Hongkong. rapt. Kent, Capt. Sidney 
Smith. Mesers, Hemanoff’ and Seaber. 


Patterson, 
Powell, Messrs. 


Capt. 











Per str. Keonshing, April 2.—For 
Chefoo—Mr. A. Westerbout, Mr. and 
Mrs, Van Wyngaarden, Mr. Van Else- 








lingen, Mr. and Mrs, EB. Leggatt. For 
. | Tientsin.—Messrs. 3, M. Ross and K. 

D. Mortison 

Per str. Hangsang, Aprit 5.—For 

Hengkorg.—Mr. Jex. 





Per str. Ichang, April 6—For Hong. 
P.S. Grant and P. 
Heath. 


Per str. Shuntien, April 6.-—For Tien+ 
tsin —Mesars. J. T. "Pavitt, W. S. Leigh, 
Sister Herbarda, Mr. and Mrs. B. 
Harris, Sisters Raphelle and Jeeus Hostie. 
For Weihaiwei—Dr. W. M. Muat and 
Mr. E. E, Clark. For Chefoo—Mr. 
Fulker. 

Per str. Tatung, April 6.—For Han. 
kow.—Mr. R. D. Holt, Mrs. Holt, Mrs. 
Holt’s maid, Miss Holt, Messrs, J. R. 
Macdonald, 'W. Swire,” J. K.” Swire, 
Major Timmis and Mr. W. ©. Bailey. 
For Nanking.—Admiral and Mrs. Good- 
ich. 

Per str. Kumano Maru, April 7—For 
Japan.—Misses M. E. Converse, J. B. 
Taing, Messrs, Tanaka, S. Uda,’ Kanai, 
Kawazaki, A. G. Nicholimi, Uji, Toda, 
Ugai, ©. 'S. Barff, Miss Woodward, Mr. 
Yoshikewa, Mr. and Mrs. Konighi, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ohara, Mr, and Mrs. Moor- 
head. 

Per str. Sinkiang, April 8.—For Hong: 
































kong.—Mr. A. H. Gordon. For Amoy. 
—Messrs. W, A. Skuse, J. S. Wong,.J. 
Ocsterblom, J. Waard and A. Halse, 
Per str. ‘Taishun. April 8.—For Hong. 
kong.—Mr, Robert Douglas. 
BIRTHS z 
FISHER.—On April 6, 1920, at 


Dr, Fearn’s Hospital, Shang- 
hai, to Mr. and Mrs. O. Fischer, 
a son. 

LYNESS.—On April 4, 1920, at 
the Victoria Nursing Home, 
Shanghai, to Mr. and Mrs. J! 
R. Lyness, of Tientsin, a goa. 
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ROSS.—On April 5, 1920, at No. 132! stepfather of Henry G. Mac- 
Dixwell Road. Shanghai, to}  kenzie, in his Tist year. SY. MEMORIAM: 
Mr. and Mrs, J. Ross, 2jBURKE-SCOTT.—On March 3, 1920, DYMOND.—In loving memory of 

















daughter. at the Royal Jubilee Hospital, John Jordan Dymond, g2nd-Lt. 
STEWART.—In March, 1920, at! Victoria, B.C., of Influenza, | sth South Lancs. Killed in 
‘Atlantic, Massachussetts, to Mr.} William’ James Burke-Scott,} France, April 12, 1918. Eldest 
and Mrs. A. D. Stewart, a] aged 34 years. Formerly of| son of F. J. Dymond, Chaotong, 
daughter. (By cable). S.M.C. Finance Department. | Yunnan. 
MARRIAGES 
EDMONDSTON-TOPE.—On  Feb-} SICAWEI METEOROLOGICAL REPORT 
ruary 14, 1920, at St. Jona she 7 = i 
Divine, Bedford Hill, London, } ia : ind, iygrometer. | Thermometer| 
S.W.. by the Rev. R.'S. Lavies,| Day ot | me ‘Vind. Sam, | in Shade | Weather 
w.A., vicar of the parish, assist-} Month |~3 7) Aijachea | Direction Force —-| eonditien 


ed by the Rev. H. Mattinson, aot, | Therm, | Sam. (1-12) Dry | Wet | Max.} Min. 








| 

David Ohaslos, youngest son of | \ | 

Thomas Edmondston, No. 10) 

Belmont Park, Lee, 8.E., Lon- ee ae u “a8 

don, to Kathleen Helen, ‘eldest, | tes | com 6 435 

daughter of W. S. Tope, No. 185 538 vex. ix ae 

Bedford Hill, London, '8.W. 53.8 ENE 2 40.3 | om. 
WILSON-HUDSON.—On ' April 7, 53.4 NE 2 Pra ens 

1920, at the Holy Trinity Cathe- 538 ENE 1 428 | 0 





dral, Shanghai, by the Very 
Rev. Dean A. J. Walker, ¥-A.,|Bpiuesky D—drizzle H—hail M—misty (hazy) = Rain T—thund 
Percy James, youngest son of|C—elouds F—fog  L—lightning O—overcast (dull) S—snow Z—calmee 
Superintendent and Mrs. T. M. 
Wilson of Shanghai, to Louie 


Marie, eldest daughter of Mr. 
J. Hudson of Ningpo. SHANGHAI THERMOMETER READINGS FOR THE WEEK 


DEATHS 














In the open air in a shaded situation in the Foreign Settlement 











‘Thermometer (Fabr.) Rainfall 





















BARTON.—On April 6, 1920, at the | 
Victoria Nursing Home, Shang-| Date | aaa F ; 
hai, Frederick Horace Barton, : 1020 se10 | ag20 hore | 920s 
of the Chinese Customs Service, { | 
Nanking, and late of fhe Mics | 
diesex ‘Regiment. Born at 504 3 a 
Croydon, Serrey, December s3,| “2° §| fis oo as 
1884. ” 4 514 50.8 
BARRY.—On April 7, 1920, at No. “ 5 440 436 
15 Boundary . Lane, Shanghai,| » 6 442 84.0 
Robert Young, the beloved: »  3| 488 ne 
husband of Mary Barry, and =” u 





Spring 





First Steps in Gardening Gardening Difficulties Solved 
Garden Pianning and Planting Allotment Gardening 
Garden Work for Every Day 1,000 Gardening Hints 


The Garden. How to Make It Pay Vegetable Growing for Amateurs 
Sweet Peas and How to Grow Them The Carnation Book 

Rockeries. How to Make and Plant Fruit Growing for Amateurs 
Bulb Growing for Amateurs Everybody’s Flower Garden 


Many valuable points may be gleaned from any one of the books listed above. In- 
crease your pleasure or profit in gardening by getting one this week. 65 cents from 





EDWARD EVANS & SONS, LTD. 


30 NORTH SZECHUEN ROAD SHANGHAL | 
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